§655.604

paragraphs (b)(1), (b)(2), and (d)(1), effective
Apr. 23, 2003. For the convenience of the user,
the revised text is set forth as follows:

§655.603 Standards.

* * * * *

(b) * * *

(1) Where State or other Federal agency
MUTCDs or supplements are required, they
shall be in substantial conformance with the
national MUTCD. Changes to the national
MUTCD issued by the FHWA shall be adopt-
ed by the States or other Federal agencies
within 2 years of issuance. The FHWA Divi-
sion Administrators shall approve the State
MUTCDs and supplements that are in sub-
stantial conformance with the national
MUTCD.

(2) The FHWA Associate Administrator of
the Federal Lands Highway Program shall
approve other Federal land management
agencies” MUTCDs that are in substantial
conformance with the national MUTCD.
States and other Federal agencies are en-
couraged to adopt the national MUTCD as
their official Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices.

* * * * *

(@) * * *
(1) Existing highways. Each State, in co-
operation with its political subdivisions, and
Federal agency shall have a program as re-
quired by 23 U.S.C. 402(a), which shall in-
clude provisions for the systematic upgrad-
ing of substandard traffic control devices and
for the installation of needed devices to
achieve conformity with the MUTCD.

* * * * *

§655.604 Achieving basic uniformity.

(a) Programs. Programs for the or-
derly and systematic upgrading of ex-
isting traffic control devices or the in-
stallation of needed traffic control de-
vices on or off the Federal-aid system
should be based on inventories made in
accordance with 23 CFR 1204.4, High-
way Safety Program Standards. These
inventories provide the information
necessary for programming traffic con-
trol device upgrading projects.

(b) Inventory. An inventory of all
traffic control devices is required by
Highway Safety Program Standard
Number 13, Traffic Engineering Serv-
ices (23 CFR 1204.4). Highway planning
and research funds and highway related
safety grant program funds may be
used in statewide or systemwide stud-
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ies or inventories. Also, metropolitan
planning (PL) funds may be used in ur-
banized areas provided the activity is
included in an approved unified work
program.

§655.605

(a) Federal-aid highways. Federal-aid
projects involving the installation of
traffic control devices shall follow pro-
cedures as established in 23 CFR part
630, subpart A, Federal-Aid Programs
Approval and Project Authorization.
Simplified and timesaving procedures
are to be used to the extent permitted
by existing policy.

(b) Off-system highways. Certain fed-
erally funded programs are available
for installation of traffic control de-
vices on streets and highways that are
not on the Federal-aid system. The
procedures used in these programs may
vary from project to project but, essen-
tially, the guidelines set forth herein
should be used.

Project procedures.

§655.606 Higher cost materials.

The use of signing, pavement mark-
ing, and signal materials (or equip-
ment) having distinctive performance
characteristics, but costing more than
other materials (or equipment) com-
monly used may be approved by the
FHWA Division Administrator when
the specific use proposed is considered
to be in the public interest.

§655.607 Funding.

(a) Federal-aid highways. (1) Funds ap-
portioned or allocated under 23 U.S.C.
104(b) are eligible to participate in
projects to install traffic control de-
vices in accordance with the MUTCD
on newly constructed, reconstructed,
resurfaced, restored, or rehabilitated
highways, or on existing highways
when this work is classified as con-
struction in accordance with 23 U.S.C.
101(a). Federal-aid highway funds for
eligible pavement markings and traffic
control signalization may amount to
100 percent of the construction cost.
Federal-aid highway funds apportioned
or allocated under other sections of 23
U.S.C. are eligible for participation in
improvements conforming to the
MUTCD in accordance with the provi-
sions of applicable program regulations
and directives.
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