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Subpart B—Railroad-Highway Projects

646.200 Purpose and applicability. 
646.202 [Reserved] 
646.204 Definitions. 
646.206 Types of projects. 
646.208 Funding. 
646.210 Classification of projects and rail-

road share of the cost. 
646.212 Federal share. 
646.214 Design. 
646.216 General procedures. 
646.218 Simplified procedure for accel-

erating grade crossing improvements. 
646.220 Alternate Federal-State procedure.

APPENDIX TO SUBPART B OF PART 646—HORI-
ZONTAL AND VERTICAL CLEARANCE PROVI-
SIONS FOR OVERPASS AND UNDERPASS 
STRUCTURES

AUTHORITY: 23 U.S.C. 109(e), 120(c), 130, 
133(d)(1), and 315; 49 CFR 1.48(b).

Subpart A—Railroad-Highway 
Insurance Protection

SOURCE: 39 FR 36474, Oct. 10, 1974, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 646.101 Purpose. 
The purpose of this part is to pre-

scribe provisions under which Federal 
funds may be applied to the costs of 
public liability and property damage 
insurance obtained by contractors (a) 
for their own operations, and (b) on be-
half of railroads on or about whose 
right-of-way the contractors are re-
quired to work in the construction of 
highway projects financed in whole or 
in part with Federal funds.

§ 646.103 Application. 
(a) This part applies: 
(1) To a contractors’ legal liability 

for bodily injury to, or death of, per-
sons and for injury to, or destruction 
of, property. 

(2) To the liability which may attach 
to railroads for bodily injury to, or 
death of, persons and for injury to, or 
destruction of, property. 

(3) To damage to property owned by 
or in the care, custody or control of the 
railroads, both as such liability or 
damage may arise out of the contrac-
tor’s operations, or may result from 
work performed by railroads at or 
about railroad rights-of-way in connec-
tion with projects financed in whole or 
in part with Federal funds. 

(b) Where the highway construction 
is under the direct supervision of the 
Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA), all references herein to the 
State shall be considered as references 
to the FHWA.

§ 646.105 Contractor’s public liability 
and property damage insurance. 

(a) Contractors may be subject to li-
ability with respect to bodily injury to 
or death of persons, and injury to, or 
destruction of property, which may be 
suffered by persons other than their 
own employees as a result of their op-
erations in connection with construc-
tion of highway projects located in 
whole or in part within railroad right-
of-way and financed in whole or in part 
with Federal funds. Protection to cover 
such liability of contractors shall be 
furnished under regular contractors’ 
public liability and property damage 
insurance policies issued in the names 
of the contractors. Such policies shall 
be so written as to furnish protection 
to contractors respecting their oper-
ations in performing work covered by 
their contract. 

(b) Where a contractor sublets a part 
of the work on any project to a subcon-
tractor, the contractor shall be re-
quired to secure insurance protection 
in his own behalf under contractor’s 
public liability and property damage 
insurance policies to cover any liabil-
ity imposed on him by law for damages 
because of bodily injury to, or death of, 
persons and injury to, or destruction 
of, property as a result of work under-
taken by such subcontractors. In addi-
tion, the contractor shall provide for 
and on behalf of any such subcontrac-
tors protection to cover like liability 
imposed upon the latter as a result of 
their operations by means of separate 
and individual contractor’s public li-
ability and property damage policies; 
or, in the alternative, each subcon-
tractor shall provide satisfactory in-
surance on his own behalf to cover his 
individual operations. 

(c) The contractor shall furnish to 
the State highway department evi-
dence satisfactory to such department 
and to the FHWA that the insurance 
coverages required herein have been 
provided. The contractor shall also fur-
nish a copy of such evidence to the 
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