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1 The ‘‘Instructional Manual for the Prepa-
ration and Submission of the (Year) Esti-
mate of the Cost of Completing the Inter-
state System in Accordance with section 
104(b)(5) of title 23 U.S.C., Highways,’’ pub-
lished by the Federal Highway Administra-
tion, U.S. Department of Transportation, is 
available for inspection and copying as pre-
scribed in 49 CFR part 7, appendix D.

Amtrak 

1. 100,000 passengers per year (entrain-
ments and detrainments). Joint Amtrak, 
intercity bus and public transit terminals 
should be considered based on the combined 
passenger volumes. Likewise, two or more 
separate facilities in close proximity should 
be considered based on combined passenger 
volumes. 

Intercity Bus 

1. 100,000 passengers per year (boardings 
and deboardings). 

Public Transit 

1. Stations with park and ride lots with 
more than 500 vehicle parking spaces, or 5,000 
daily bus or rail passengers, with significant 
highway access (i.e., a high percentage of the 
passengers arrive by cars and buses using a 
route that connects to another NHS route), 
or a major hub terminal that provides for 
the transfer of passengers among several bus 
routes. (These hubs should have a significant 
number of buses using a principal route con-
necting with the NHS.) 

Ferries 

1. Interstate/international—1,000 pas-
sengers per day for at least 90 days during 
the year. (A ferry which connects two termi-
nals within the same metropolitan area 
should be considered as local, not inter-
state.) 

2. Local—see public transit criteria above. 

SECONDARY CRITERIA 

Any of the following criteria could be used 
to justify an NHS connection to an inter-
modal terminal where there is a significant 
highway interface: 

1. Intermodal terminals that handle more 
than 20 percent of passenger or freight vol-
umes by mode within a State; 

2. Intermodal terminals identified either in 
the Intermodal Management System or the 
State and metropolitan transportation plans 
as a major facility; 

3. Significant investment in, or expansion 
of, an intermodal terminal; or 

4. Connecting routes targeted by the State, 
MPO, or others for investment to address an 
existing, or anticipated, deficiency as a re-
sult of increased traffic. 

PROXIMATE CONNECTIONS 

Intermodal terminals, identified under the 
secondary criteria noted above, may not 
have sufficient highway traffic volumes to 
justify an NHS connection to the terminal. 
States and MPOs should fully consider 
whether a direct connection should be identi-
fied for such terminals, or whether being in 
the proximity (2 to 3 miles) of an NHS route 
is sufficient.

Subparts B–C [Reserved]
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AUTHORITY: 23 U.S.C. 103(e)(2), 103(e)(4), 
103(g), 103(h) and 315; 49 CFR 1.48(b) and 
1.50(f).

Subpart A—General
§ 476.2 Definitions. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided, 
terms defined in 23 U.S.C. 101(a) are 
used in this part as so defined. 

(b) The following terms, where used 
in the regulations in this part, have 
the following meaning: 

(1) Base cost year for the latest Inter-
state System cost estimate approved 
by Congress shall be the calendar year 
specified in the Interstate Cost Esti-
mate Manual 1 for that estimate. For 
example, the base cost year for the 1972 
estimate is 1970.

(2) Concurrence means written agree-
ment which is currently binding on the 
concurring party and which addresses 
the specific proposal being submitted 
for approval. 
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(3) Governor means the Governor of 
any one of the fifty States and the 
Mayor of the District of Columbia. It 
also refers to any State or local entity 
specifically designated by the Governor 
for the purpose of executing any of his/
her responsibilities under this part. 

(4) Interstate segment means any des-
ignated, toll-free route, or portion 
thereof, of the Interstate System. 

(5) Local governments concerned means 
local units of general purpose govern-
ment under State law within whose ju-
risdiction the Interstate segment lies, 
or is to be withdrawn. 

(6) Open to traffic means a segment 
which has been constructed or has had 
major improvements with Federal-aid 
Interstate funds and open to normal 
Interstate traffic; or a segment which 
was an existing freeway, meeting ac-
ceptable Interstate geometric stand-
ards and recognized as the final loca-
tion of the route, when incorporated 
into the System. Open to traffic does 
not mean a segment of existing high-
way that is ultimately planned to be 
replaced by an entirely new facility. 

(7) Responsible local officials means: 
(i) In urbanized areas, principal elect-

ed officials of general purpose local 
governments acting through the Met-
ropolitan Planning Organization in ac-
cordance with part 450, subpart A of 
this title, and; 

(ii) In rural areas and urban areas 
not within any urbanized area, prin-
cipal elected officials of general pur-
pose local governments. 

(8) Substitute highway project means 
any undertaking for highway construc-
tion, which may encompass phases of 
work including preliminary engineer-
ing, right-of-way, and actual construc-
tion, individually or any combination 
thereof, on any of the Federal-aid sys-
tems described in 23 U.S.C. 103 and 
which is eligible for Federal financial 
assistance under title 23, U.S.C. A sub-
stitute highway project may include 
the construction of exclusive or pref-
erential bus lanes, high occupancy ve-
hicle lanes, highway traffic control de-
vices, bus passenger loading areas and 
facilities (including shelters), and 
fringe and corridor parking facilities to 
serve bus and other public mass trans-
portation passengers. A substitute 
highway project may also be a carpool 

and vanpool project including but not 
limited to, providing carpooling oppor-
tunities to the elderly and handi-
capped, systems for locating potential 
riders and informing them of conven-
ient carpool opportunities, acquiring 
vehicles appropriate for carpool use, 
designating existing highway lanes as 
preferential carpool highway lanes, 
providing related traffic control de-
vices, and designating existing facili-
ties for use as preferential parking for 
carpools. 

(9) Substitute nonhighway public mass 
transit project means any undertaking 
to develop or improve public mass 
transit facilities or equipment. A 
project in an urbanized area must be 
included in and related to the transpor-
tation improvement program (TIP) re-
quired under 23 CFR part 450, subpart 
B. The TIP in urbanized areas and all 
projects in nonurbanized areas must in-
clude either the construction of fixed 
rail facilities, or the purchase of pas-
senger equipment, or both. Passenger 
equipment includes buses, fixed rail 
rolling stock, and other transportation 
equipment for passenger use. 

(10) Under construction or under con-
tract for construction means funds for 
physical construction have been obli-
gated (for highway projects) or have 
been included in an approved grant (for 
transit projects) which would commit 
the final development of the ultimate 
project in both length and scope. When 
projects do not involve physical con-
struction, under construction or under 
contract for construction means the obli-
gation of funds (for highway projects) 
or grant approval (for transit projects) 
has occurred. 

[45 FR 69396, Oct. 20, 1980, as amended at 51 
FR 39748, Oct. 31, 1986]

Subparts B–C [Reserved]

Subpart D—Withdrawal of Inter-
state Segments and Substi-
tution of Public Mass Transit or 
Highway Projects or Both

SOURCE: 45 FR 69397, Oct. 20, 1980, unless 
otherwise noted.
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