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Federal Highway Administration, DOT § 450.104

Subpart A—Planning Definitions
§ 450.100 Purpose. 

The purpose of this subpart is to pro-
vide definitions for terms used in this 
part which go beyond those terms de-
fined in 23 U.S.C. 101(a).

§ 450.102 Applicability. 
The definitions in this subpart are 

applicable to this part, except as other-
wise provided.

§ 450.104 Definitions. 
Except as defined in this subpart, 

terms defined in 23 U.S.C 101(a) are 
used in this part as so defined. 

Consultation means that one party 
confers with another identified party 
in accordance with an established proc-
ess and, prior to taking action(s), con-
siders that party’s views and periodi-
cally informs that party about ac-
tion(s) taken. 

Cooperation means that the parties 
involved in carrying out the planning, 
programming and management sys-
tems processes work together to 
achieve a common goal or objective. 

Coordination means the comparison of 
the transportation plans, programs, 
and schedules of one agency with re-
lated plans, programs and schedules of 
other agencies or entities with legal 
standing, and adjustment of plans, pro-
grams and schedules to achieve general 
consistency . 

Governor means the Governor of any 
one of the fifty States, or Puerto Rico, 
and includes the Mayor of the District 
of Columbia. 

Maintenance area means any geo-
graphic region of the United States 
designated nonattainment pursuant to 
the CAA Amendments of 1990 (Section 
102(e)), 42 U.S.C. 7410 et seq., and subse-
quently redesignated to attainment 
subject to the requirement to develop a 
maintenance plan under section 175A of 
the Clean Air Act as amended (CAA), 42 
U.S.C. 7410 et seq. 

Major metropolitan transportation in-
vestment means a high-type highway or 
transit improvement of substantial 
cost that is expected to have a signifi-
cant effect on capacity, traffic flow, 
level of service, or mode share at the 
transportation corridor or subarea 
scale. Consultation among the MPO, 

State department of transportation, 
transit operator, the FHWA and the 
FTA may lead to the designation of 
other proposed improvements as major 
investments beyond the examples list-
ed below. Examples of such invest-
ments could generally include but are 
not limited to: Construction of a new 
partially controlled access (access al-
lowed only for public roads) principal 
arterial, extension of an existing par-
tially controlled access (access allowed 
only for public roads) principal arterial 
by one or more miles, capacity expan-
sion of a partially controlled access 
(access provided only for public roads) 
principal arterial by at least one lane 
through widening or an equivalent in-
crease in capacity produced by access 
control or technological improvement, 
construction or extension of a high-oc-
cupancy vehicle (HOV) facility or a 
fixed guideway transit facility by one 
or more miles, the addition of lanes or 
tracks to an existing fixed guideway 
transit facility for a distance of one or 
more miles, or a substantial increase in 
transit service on a fixed guideway fa-
cility. For this purpose, a fixed guide-
way refers to any public transportation 
facility which utilizes and occupies a 
designated right-of-way or rails includ-
ing (but not limited to) rapid rail, light 
rail, commuter rail, busways, auto-
mated guideway transit, and people 
movers. Projects that generally are not 
considered to be major transportation 
investments include but are not lim-
ited to: Highway projects on principal 
arterials where access is not limited to 
public roads only, small scale improve-
ments or extensions (normally less 
than one mile) on principal arterials 
with the primary goal of relieving lo-
calized safety or operational difficul-
ties, resurfacing, replacement, or reha-
bilitation of existing principal arte-
rials and equipment, highway projects 
not located on a principal arterial, and 
changes in transit routing and sched-
uling. 

Management system means a system-
atic process, designed to assist deci-
sionmakers in selecting cost effective 
strategies/actions to improve the effi-
ciency and safety of, and protect the 
investment in the nation’s infrastruc-
ture. A management system includes: 
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