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price change equivalent to a ten-busi-
ness day movement in rates and prices; 

(ii) The effective historical observa-
tion period for VAR measures must be 
at least one year, and the weighted av-
erage time lag of the individual obser-
vations cannot be less than six months. 
Historical data sets must be updated at 
least every three months and reas-
sessed whenever market prices or 
volatilities are subject to large 
changes; 

(iii) The VAR measures must include 
the risks arising from the non-linear 
price characteristics of options posi-
tions and the sensitivity of the market 
value of the positions to changes in the 
volatility of the underlying rates or 
prices. An OTC derivatives dealer must 
measure the volatility of options posi-
tions by different maturities; 

(iv) The VAR measures may incor-
porate empirical correlations within 
and across risk categories, provided 
that the OTC derivatives dealer has de-
scribed its process for measuring cor-
relations in its application to apply 
this Appendix F and the Commission 
has approved its application. In the 
event that the VAR measures do not 
incorporate empirical correlations 
across risk categories, the OTC deriva-
tives dealer must add the separate 
VAR measures for the four major risk 
categories in paragraph (e)(2)(v) of this 
Appendix F to determine its aggregate 
VAR measure; and 

(v) The OTC derivatives dealer’s VAR 
model must use risk factors sufficient 
to measure the market risk inherent in 
all covered positions. The risk factors 
must address, at a minimum, the fol-
lowing major risk categories: interest 
rate risk, equity price risk, foreign ex-
change rate risk, and commodity price 
risk. For material exposures in the 
major currencies and markets, mod-
eling techniques must capture, at a 
minimum, spread risk and must incor-
porate enough segments of the yield 
curve to capture differences in vola-
tility and less-than-perfect correlation 
of rates along the yield curve. An OTC 
derivatives dealer must provide the 
Commission with evidence that the 
OTC derivatives dealer’s VAR model 
takes account of specific risk in posi-
tions, including specific equity risk, if 
the OTC derivatives dealer intends to 

utilize its VAR model to compute cap-
ital charges for equity price risk. 

[63 FR 59398, Nov. 3, 1998]

§ 240.15c3–2 Customers’ free credit bal-
ances. 

No broker or dealer shall use any 
funds arising out of any free credit bal-
ance carried for the account of any cus-
tomer in connection with the operation 
of the business of such broker or dealer 
unless such broker or dealer has estab-
lished adequate procedures pursuant to 
which each customer for whom a free 
credit balance is carried will be given 
or sent, together with or as a part of 
the customer’s statement of account, 
whenever sent but not less frequently 
than once every three months, a writ-
ten statement informing such cus-
tomer of the amount due to the cus-
tomer by such broker or dealer on the 
date of such statement, and containing 
a written notice that (a) such funds are 
not segregated and may be used in the 
operation of the business of such 
broker or dealer, and (b) such funds are 
payable on the demand of the cus-
tomer: Provided, however, That this sec-
tion shall not apply to a broker or 
dealer which is also a banking institu-
tion supervised and examined by State 
or Federal authority having super-
vision over banks. For the purpose of 
this section the term customer shall 
mean every person other than a broker 
or dealer. 

(Sec. 15, 48 Stat. 895; 15 U.S.C. 78o) 

[29 FR 7240, June 3, 1964]

§ 240.15c3–3 Customer protection—re-
serves and custody of securities.

(a) Definitions. For the purpose of this 
section: 

(1) The term customer shall mean any 
person from whom or on whose behalf a 
broker or dealer has received or ac-
quired or holds funds or securities for 
the account of that person. The term 
shall not include a broker or dealer, a 
municipal securities dealer, or a gov-
ernment securities broker or govern-
ment securities dealer. The term shall, 
however, include another broker or 
dealer to the extent that broker or 
dealer maintains an omnibus account 
for the account of customers with the 
broker or dealer in compliance with 

VerDate Jan<31>2003 05:21 Apr 15, 2003 Jkt 200054 PO 00000 Frm 00346 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\200054T.XXX 200054T


