Fishery Conservation and Management

fish for horseshoe crabs in the area
known as the Carl N. Shuster Jr.
Horseshoe Crab Reserve bounded as fol-
lows:

(i) On the north by a straight line
connecting points 39°14.6'N. lat.,
74°30.9'W. long. (3 nm off of Peck Beach,
NJ) and 39°14.6'N lat., 74°22.5'W. long.

(ii) On the east by a straight line
connecting points 39°14.6'N. lat.,
74°22.5W. long. and 38°22.0'N. lat.,
74°22.5'W. long.

(iii) On the south by a straight line
connecting points  38°22.0'N. lat.,
74°22.5W. 1long. and 38°22.0'N. lat.,
75°00.4'W. long. (3 nm off of Ocean City,
MD).

(iv) On the west by the outermost
boundary of state waters.

(2) No vessel or person on a vessel
with a trawl or dredge may possess
horseshoe crabs in the area described
in paragraph (f)(1) of this section.

(3) Horseshoe crabs caught in the
area described in paragraph (f)(1) of
this section must be returned imme-
diately to the water without further
harm.

[64 FR 68248, Dec. 6, 1999, as amended at 66
FR 8911, Feb. 5, 2001]

§697.24 Exempted waters for Maine
State American lobster permits.

A person or vessel holding a valid
permit or license issued by the State of
Maine that lawfully permits that per-
son to engage in commercial fishing for
American lobster may, with the ap-
proval of the State of Maine, engage in
commercial fishing for American lob-
sters in the following areas designated
as EEZ, if such fishing is conducted in
such waters in accordance with all
other applicable Federal and State reg-
ulations:

(a) West of Monhegan Island in the
area located north of the line 43.5
deg.42'08" N. lat., 69.5 deg.34'18" W.
long., and 43.5 deg.42'15" N. lat., 69.5
deg.19'18" W. long.

(b) East of Monhegan Island in
area located west of the line
deg.44'00" N. lat., 69.5 deg.15'05"
long., and 43.5 deg.48'10" N. lat.,
deg.08'01" W. long.

(c) South of Vinalhaven in the area
located west of the line 43.5 deg.521" N.
lat., 68.56 deg.39'64" W. long., and 43.5
deg.48'10" N. lat., 67.5 deg.40'33" W. long.
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(d) South of Boris Bubert Island in
the area located north of the line 44.5
deg.19'15" N. lat, 67.5 deg.49'30" W. long.
and 44.5 deg.23'45" N. lat., 67.5 deg.40'33"
W. long.

§697.25 Adjustment
measures.

(a) On or before February 15, 2001, and
annually on or before February 15,
thereafter, NMFS may, after consulta-
tion with the Commission, publish a
proposed rule to implement additional
or different management measures for
Federal waters in any of the manage-
ment areas specified in §697.18 if it is
determined such measures are nec-
essary to achieve or be compatible with
ISFMP objectives, or the ISFMP, to be
consistent with the national standards
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, or to
meet overfishing and rebuilding re-
quirements of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act. These management measures may
include, but are not limited to, contin-
ued reductions of fishing effort or num-
bers of traps, increases in minimum or
decreases in maximum size, increases
in the escape vent size, decreases in the
lobster trap size, closed areas, closed
seasons, landing limits, trip limits and
other management area-specific meas-
ures as may be identified and rec-
ommended by the Commission prior to
December 1 of the previous year. After
considering public comment, NMFS
may publish a final rule to implement
any such measures.

(b) At any other time, NMFS may
publish a proposed rule, after consulta-
tion with the Commission, to imple-
ment any additional or different man-
agement measures in order to achieve
ISFMP objectives or be compatible
with Commission measures or rec-
ommendations or to be consistent with
the national standards of the Magnu-
son-Stevens Act, or to meet overfishing
and rebuilding requirements of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act. After consid-
ering public comments, NMFS may
publish a final rule to implement any
such measures.

(c) Notwithstanding other provisions
of this part, NMFS may publish any
additional or different management
measures as described herein without
prior public comment, pursuant to and
consistent with 5 U.S.C. 553.

to management

861



