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would be made at the same time as an-
nouncement of receipt of the applica-
tion and request for comments required 
under § 660.745(b). If there are more 
qualified applicants than needed for a 
particular time and area, NMFS will 
choose among the qualified vessels, ei-
ther randomly, in order of receipt of 
the completed application, or by other 
impartial selection methods. If the per-
mit applicant is a state, university, or 
Federal entity other than NMFS, and 
NMFS approves the selection method, 
the permit applicant may choose 
among the qualified vessels, either ran-
domly, in order of receipt of the vessel 
application, or by other impartial se-
lection methods. 

(4) Terms and conditions. The EFP will 
specify the amounts that may be taken 
as scientific samples and as compensa-
tion, the time period during which the 
compensation fishing must occur, man-
agement measures that NMFS will 
waive for a vessel fishing under the 
EFP, and other terms and conditions 
appropriate to the fishery and the col-
lection of resource information. NMFS 
may require compensation fishing to 
occur on the same trip that the re-
source information is collected. 

(5) Accounting for the catch. Samples 
taken under this EFP, as well as any 
compensation fish, count toward the 
current year’s catch or landings. 

[64 FR 49101, Sept. 10, 1999]

§ 660.360 Groundfish observer pro-
gram. 

(a) General. Vessel owners, operators, 
and managers are jointly and severally 
responsible for their vessel’s compli-
ance with this section. 

(b) Purpose. The purpose of the 
Groundfish Observer Program is to 
allow observers to collect fisheries 
data deemed by the Northwest Re-
gional Administrator, NMFS, to be 
necessary and appropriate for manage-
ment, compliance monitoring, and re-
search in the groundfish fisheries and 
for the conservation of living marine 
resources and their habitat. 

(c) Observer coverage requirements—(1) 
At-sea processors. [Reserved] 

(2) Catcher vessels. For the purposes of 
this section, catcher vessels include all 
vessels, using open access or limited 
entry gear (including exempted gear 

types) that take and retain, possess or 
land groundfish at a processor(s) as de-
fined at § 660.302. When NMFS notifies 
the vessel owner, operator, permit 
holder, or the vessel manager of any re-
quirement to carry an observer, the 
vessel may not take and retain, pos-
sess, or land any groundfish without 
carrying an observer. 

(i) Notice of departure—Basic rule. At 
least 24 hours (but not more than 36 
hours) before departing on a fishing 
trip, a vessel that has been notified by 
NMFS that it is required to carry an 
observer, or that is operating in an ac-
tive sampling unit, must notify NMFS 
(or its designated agent) of the vessel’s 
intended time of departure. Notice will 
be given in a form to be specified by 
NMFS. 

(A) Optional notice—Weather delays. A 
vessel that anticipates a delayed depar-
ture due to weather or sea conditions 
may advise NMFS of the anticipated 
delay when providing the basic notice 
described in paragraph (c)(2)(i) of this 
section. If departure is delayed beyond 
36 hours from the time the original no-
tice is given, the vessel must provide 
an additional notice of departure not 
less than 4 hours prior to departure, in 
order to enable NMFS to place an ob-
server. 

(B) Optional notice—Back-to-back fish-
ing trips. A vessel that intends to make 
back-to-back fishing trips (i.e., trips 
with less than 24 hours between off-
loading from one trip and beginning 
another), may provide the basic notice 
described in paragraph (c)(2)(i)) of this 
section for both trips, prior to making 
the first trip. A vessel that has given 
such notice is not required to give ad-
ditional notice of the second trip. 

(ii) Cease fishing report. Not more 
than 24 hours after ceasing the taking 
and retaining of groundfish with lim-
ited entry or open access gear in order 
to leave the fishery management area 
or to fish for species not managed 
under the Pacific Coast Groundfish 
Fishery Management Plan, the owner, 
operator, or vessel manager of each 
vessel that is required to carry an ob-
server or that is operating in a seg-
ment of the fleet that NMFS has iden-
tified as an active sampling unit must 
provide NMFS or its designated agent
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with notification as specified by 
NMFS. 

(3) Vessels engaged in recreational fish-
ing. [Reserved] 

(4) Waiver. The Northwest Regional 
Administrator may provide written no-
tification to the vessel owner stating 
that a determination has been made to 
temporarily waive coverage require-
ments because of circumstances that 
are deemed to be beyond the vessel’s 
control. 

(d) Vessel responsibilities. An operator 
of a vessel required to carry one or 
more observer(s) must provide: 

(1) Accommodations and food. Provide 
accommodations and food that are: 

(i) At-sea processors. [Reserved] 
(ii) Catcher vessels. Equivalent to 

those provided to the crew. 
(2) Safe conditions. Maintain safe con-

ditions on the vessel for the protection 
of observer(s) including adherence to 
all U.S. Coast Guard and other applica-
ble rules, regulations, or statutes per-
taining to safe operation of the vessel, 
and provisions at §§ 600.725 and 600.746 
of this chapter. 

(3) Observer communications. Facili-
tate observer communications by: 

(i) Observer use of equipment. Allowing 
observer(s) to use the vessel’s commu-
nication equipment and personnel, on 
request, for the entry, transmission, 
and receipt of work-related messages, 
at no cost to the observer(s) or the 
United States or designated agent. 

(ii) Communication equipment require-
ments for at-sea processing vessels. [Re-
served] 

(4) Vessel position. Allow observer(s) 
access to, and the use of, the vessel’s 
navigation equipment and personnel, 
on request, to determine the vessel’s 
position. 

(5) Access. Allow observer(s) free and 
unobstructed access to the vessel’s 
bridge, trawl or working decks, holding 
bins, processing areas, freezer spaces, 
weight scales, cargo holds, and any 
other space that may be used to hold, 
process, weigh, or store fish or fish 
products at any time. 

(6) Prior notification. Notify ob-
server(s) at least 15 minutes before fish 
are brought on board, or fish and fish 
products are transferred from the ves-
sel, to allow sampling the catch or ob-
serving the transfer, unless the ob-

server specifically requests not to be 
notified. 

(7) Records. Allow observer(s) to in-
spect and copy any state or Federal 
logbook maintained voluntarily or as 
required by regulation. 

(8) Assistance. Provide all other rea-
sonable assistance to enable ob-
server(s) to carry out their duties, in-
cluding, but not limited to: 

(i) Measuring decks, codends, and 
holding bins. 

(ii) Providing the observer(s) with a 
safe work area. 

(iii) Collecting bycatch when re-
quested by the observer(s). 

(iv) Collecting and carrying baskets 
of fish when requested by the ob-
server(s). 

(v) Allowing the observer(s) to col-
lect biological data and samples. 

(vi) Providing adequate space for 
storage of biological samples. 

(9) At-sea transfers to or from proc-
essing vessels. [Reserved] 

(e) Procurement of observers services by 
at-sea processing vessels. [Reserved] 

(f) Certification of observers in the at-
sea processing vessels. [Reserved] 

(g) Certification of observer contractors 
for at-sea processing vessels. [Reserved] 

(h) Suspension and decertification proc-
ess for observers and observer contractors 
in the at-sea processing vessels. [Re-
served] 

(i) Release of observer data in the at-sea 
processing vessels. [Reserved] 

(j) Sample station and operational re-
quirements—(1) Observer sampling sta-
tion. This paragraph contains the re-
quirements for observer sampling sta-
tions. The vessel owner must provide 
an observer sampling station that com-
plies with this section so that the ob-
server can carry out required duties. 

(i) Accessibility. The observer sam-
pling station must be available to the 
observer at all times. 

(ii) Location. The observer sampling 
station must be located within 4 m of 
the location from which the observer 
samples unsorted catch. Unobstructed 
passage must be provided between the 
observer sampling station and the loca-
tion where the observer collects sample 
catch. 

(iii) Minimum work space aboard at-sea 
processing vessels. [Reserved]
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1 The line joining these coordinates is the 
provisional international boundary of the 
U.S. EEZ as shown on NOAA/NOS Charts 
#18480 and #18002.

(iv) Table aboard at-sea processing ves-
sels. [Reserved] 

(v) Scale hanger aboard at-sea proc-
essing vessels. [Reserved] 

(vi) Diverter board aboard at-sea proc-
essing vessels. [Reserved] 

(vii) Other requirements for at-sea proc-
essing vessels. [Reserved] 

(2) Requirements for bins used to make 
volumetric estimates on at-sea processing 
vessels. [Reserved] 

(3) Operational requirements for at-sea 
processing vessels. [Reserved] 

[66 FR 20613, Apr. 24, 2001]

Subpart H—West Coast Salmon 
Fisheries

§ 660.401 Purpose and scope. 

This subpart implements the Fishery 
Management Plan for Commercial and 
Recreational Salmon Fisheries Off the 
Coasts of Washington, Oregon, and 
California developed by the Pacific 
Fishery Management Council. These 
regulations govern the management of 
West Coast salmon fisheries in the 
EEZ.

§ 660.402 Definitions. 

In addition to the definitions in the 
Magnuson Act and in § 600.10 of this 
chapter, the terms used in this subpart 
have the following meanings: 

Barbless hook means a hook with a 
single shank and point, with no sec-
ondary point or barb curving or pro-
jecting in any other direction. Where 
barbless hooks are specified, hooks 
manufactured with barbs can be made 
barbless by forcing the point of the 
barb flat against the main part of the 
point. 

Commercial fishing means fishing with 
troll fishing gear as defined annually 
under § 660.408, or fishing for the pur-
pose of sale or barter of the catch. 

Council means the Pacific Fishery 
Management Council. 

Dressed, head-off length of salmon 
means the shortest distance between 
the midpoint of the clavicle arch (see 
Figure 3 of this subpart) and the fork 
of the tail, measured along the lateral 
line while the fish is lying on its side, 
without resort to any force or mutila-
tion of the fish other than removal of 

the head, gills, and entrails (see Figure 
3 of this subpart). 

Dressed, head-off salmon means salm-
on that have been beheaded, gilled, and 
gutted without further separation of 
vertebrae, and are either being pre-
pared for on-board freezing, or are fro-
zen and will remain frozen until land-
ed. 

Fishery management area means the 
EEZ off the coasts of Washington, Or-
egon, and California, bounded on the 
north by the Provisional International 
Boundary between the United States 
and Canada, and bounded on the south 
by the International Boundary between 
the United States and Mexico. The 
northeastern, northern, and north-
western boundaries of the fishery man-
agement area are as follows: 

(1) Northeastern boundary—that part 
of a line connecting the light on 
Tatoosh Island, WA, with the light on 
Bonilla Point on Vancouver Island, 
British Columbia, southerly of the 
International Boundary between the 
United States and Canada (at 48°29′37″ 
N. lat., 124°43′33″ W. long.), and north-
erly of the point where that line inter-
sects with the boundary of the U.S. ter-
ritorial sea. 

(2) Northern and northwestern bound-
ary is a line 1 connecting the following 
coordinates:
N. lat. W. long.

48°29′37.19″ 124°43′33.19″ 
48°30′11″ 124°47′13″ 
48°30′22″ 124°50′21″ 
48°30′14″ 124°52′52″ 
48°29′57″ 124°59′14″ 
48°29′44″ 125°00′06″ 
48°28′09″ 125°05′47″ 
48°27′10″ 125°08′25″ 
48°26′47″ 125°09′12″ 
48°20′16″ 125°22′48″ 
48°18′22″ 125°29′58″ 
48°11′05″ 125°53′48″ 
47°49′15″ 126°40′57″ 
47°36′47″ 127°11′58″ 
47°22′00″ 127°41′23″ 
46°42′05″ 128°51′56″ 
46°31′47″ 129°07′39″

(3) The southern boundary of the 
fishery management area is the U.S.-
Mexico International Boundary, which
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