Fishery Conservation and Management

§660.333 Limited entry fishery-eligi-
bility and registration.

(a) General. In order for a vessel to
participate in the limited entry fish-
ery, the vessel owner must hold (by
ownership or lease) a limited entry per-
mit and, through SFD, must register
that permit for use with his/her vessel.
When participating in the Ilimited
entry fishery, a vessel is authorized to
fish with the gear type endorsed on the
limited entry permit registered for use
with that vessel. There are three types
of gear endorsements: trawl, longline,
and pot (or trap). A sablefish endorse-
ment is also required for a vessel to
participate in the primary season for
the limited entry fixed gear sablefish
fishery, north of 36° N. lat. A limited
entry permit confers a privilege of par-
ticipating in the Pacific Coast limited
entry groundfish fishery in accordance
with Federal regulations in 50 CFR
part 660.

(b) Eligibility. Only a person eligible
to own a documented vessel under the
terms of 46 U.S.C. 12102 (a) may be
issued or may hold a limited entry per-
mit.

(c) Registration. Limited entry per-
mits will normally be registered for
use with a particular vessel at the time
the permit is issued, renewed, trans-
ferred, or replaced. If the permit will
be used with a vessel other than the
one registered on the permit, the per-
mit owner must register that permit
for use with the new vessel through the
SFD. The reissued permit must be
placed on board the new vessel in order
for the vessel to participate in the lim-
ited entry fishery.

(1) Registration of a permit to be
used with a new vessel will take effect
no earlier than the first day of the next
major limited entry cumulative limit
period following the date SFD receives
the transfer form and the original per-
mit.

(2) The major limited entry cumu-
lative limit periods will be announced
in the FEDERAL REGISTER each year
with the annual specifications and
management measures, and with rou-
tine management measures when the
cumulative limit periods are changed.

(d) Limited entry permits indivisible.
Limited entry permits may not be di-
vided for use by more than one vessel.
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(e) Initial decisions. SFD will make
initial decisions regarding permit en-
dorsements, renewal, replacement, and
change in vessel registration. SFD will
notify the permit holder in writing
with an explanation of any decision to
deny a permit endorsement, renewal,
replacement, or change in vessel reg-
istration. The SFD will decline to act
on an application for permit endorse-
ment, renewal, transfer, replacement,
or registration of a limited entry per-
mit if the permit is subject to sanction
provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act at 16 U.S.C. 1858 (a) and imple-
menting regulations at 15 CFR part 904,
subpart D, apply.
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§660.334 Limited
dorsements.

entry permits—en-

(a) “A” endorsement. A limited entry
permit with an ‘““A” endorsement enti-
tles the holder to participate in the
limited entry fishery for all groundfish
species with the type(s) of limited
entry gear specified in the endorse-
ment, except for sablefish harvested
north of 36° N. lat. during times and
with gears for which a sablefish en-
dorsement is required. See §660.334 (d)
for provisions on sablefish endorsement
requirements. An ‘““A’ endorsement is
transferable with the limited entry
permit to another person, or to a dif-
ferent vessel under the same ownership
under §660.335. An ‘A’ endorsement ex-
pires on failure to renew the limited
entry permit to which it is affixed.

(b) Gear Endorsements. There are
three types of gear endorsements:
trawl, longline and pot (trap). When
limited entry permits were first issued,
some vessel owners qualified for more
than one type of gear endorsement
based on the landings history of their
vessels. Each limited entry permit has
one or more gear endorsement(s). Gear
endorsement(s) assigned to the permit
at the time of issuance will be perma-
nent and shall not be modified. While
participating in the limited entry fish-
ery, the vessel registered to the limited
entry permit is authorized to fish the
gear(s) endorsed on the permit. While
participating in the limited entry, pri-
mary fixed gear fishery for sablefish
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