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(2) Interfere with or bias the sam-
pling procedure employed by an ob-
server, including either mechanically 
or physically sorting or discarding 
catch before sampling. 

(3) Tamper with, destroy, or discard 
an observer’s collected samples, equip-
ment, records, photographic film, pa-
pers, or personal effects without the 
express consent of the observer. 

(4) Harass an observer by conduct 
that: 

(i) Has sexual connotations, 
(ii) Has the purpose or effect of inter-

fering with the observer’s work per-
formance, and/or 

(iii) Otherwise creates an intimi-
dating, hostile, or offensive environ-
ment. In determining whether conduct 
constitutes harassment, the totality of 
the circumstances, including the na-
ture of the conduct and the context in 
which it occurred, will be considered. 
The determination of the legality of a 
particular action will be made from the 
facts on a case-by-case basis. 

(5) Fish for, land, or process fish 
without observer coverage when a ves-
sel is required to carry an observer 
under § 660.360(c). 

(6) Require, pressure, coerce, or 
threaten an observer to perform duties 
normally performed by crew members, 
including, but not limited to, cooking, 
washing dishes, standing watch, vessel 
maintenance, assisting with the set-
ting or retrieval of gear, or any duties 
associated with the processing of fish, 
from sorting the catch to the storage 
of the finished product. 

(7) Fail to provide departure or cease 
fishing reports specified at 
§ 660.360(c)(2). 

(8) Fail to meet the vessel respon-
sibilities specified at § 660.360(d). 

[61 FR 34572, July 2, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 48643, Sept. 16, 1996; 62 FR 27521, May 20, 
1997; 62 FR 34674, June 27, 1997; 63 FR 34608, 
June 25, 1998; 64 FR 49100, Sept. 10, 1999; 66 FR 
20613, Apr. 24, 2001; 66 FR 40919, Aug. 6, 2001; 
66 FR 41157, Aug. 7, 2001]

§ 660.321 Specifications and manage-
ment measures. 

(a) General. NMFS will establish and 
adjust specifications and management 
measures annually and during the fish-
ing year. Management of the Pacific 
Coast groundfish fishery will be con-

ducted consistent with the standards 
and procedures in the PCGFMP and 
other applicable law. The PCGFMP is 
available from the Regional Director 
or the Council. 

(b) Annual actions. The Pacific Coast 
Groundfish fishery is managed on a cal-
endar year basis. Even though speci-
fications and management measures 
are announced annually, they may 
apply for more than 1 year. In general, 
management measures are designed to 
achieve, but not exceed, the specifica-
tions, particularly optimum yields 
(harvest guidelines and quotas), com-
mercial harvest guidelines and quotas, 
limited entry and open access alloca-
tions, or other approved fishery alloca-
tions, and to protect overfished and de-
pleted stocks. 

(c) Routine management measures. 
Management measures designated 
‘‘routine’’ at § 660.323(b) may be ad-
justed during the year after rec-
ommendation from the Council, ap-
proval by NMFS, and publication in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(d) Changes to the regulations. Regula-
tions under this subpart may be pro-
mulgated, removed, or revised. Any 
such action will be made according to 
the framework standards and proce-
dures in the PCGFMP and other appli-
cable law, and will be published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. 

[61 FR 34572, July 2, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 49100, Sept. 10, 1999; 66 FR 29733, June 1, 
2001]

§ 660.322 Gear restrictions. 
(a) General. The following types of 

fishing gear are authorized, with the 
restrictions set forth in this section: 
Trawl (bottom and pelagic), hook-and-
line, longline, pot or trap, set net (an-
chored gillnet or trammel net), and 
spear. 

(b) Trawl gear—(1) Use. Trawl nets 
may be used on and off the seabed. 
Trawl nets may be fished with or with-
out otter boards, and may use warps or 
cables to herd fish. 

(2) Mesh size. Trawl nets may be used 
if they meet the minimum mesh sizes 
set forth in this paragraph (b)(2). The 
minimum sizes apply throughout the 
net. Minimum trawl mesh size require-
ments are met if a 20-gauge stainless 
steel wedge, 3.0 or 4.5 inches (7.6 or 11.4
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cm) (depending on the gear being meas-
ured), less one thickness of the metal 
wedge, can be passed with only thumb 

pressure through at least 16 of 20 sets 
of two meshes each of wet mesh.

MINIMUM TRAWL-MESH SIZE IN INCHES 1

Trawl conception type 
Subarea 

Vancouver Columbia Eureka Monterey 

Bottom ........................................................................... 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 
Pelagic ........................................................................... 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 

1 Metric conversion: 3.0 inches = 7.6 cm; 4.5 inches = 11.4 cm. 

(3) Chafing gear. Chafing gear may en-
circle no more than 50 percent of the 
net’s circumference, except as provided 
in paragraph (b)(5) of this section. No 
section of chafing gear may be longer 
than 50 meshes of the net to which it is 
attached. Except at the corners, the 
terminal end of each section of chafing 
gear must not be connected to the net. 
(The terminal end is the end farthest 
from the mouth of the net.) Chafing 
gear must be attached outside any 
riblines and restraining straps. There 
is no limit on the number of sections of 
chafing gear on a net. 

(4) Codends. Only single-walled 
codends may be used in any trawl. Dou-
ble-walled codends are prohibited. 

(5) Pelagic trawls. Pelagic trawl nets 
must have unprotected footropes at the 
trawl mouth, and must not have roll-
ers, bobbins, tires, wheels, rubber discs, 
or any similar device anywhere in the 
net. Sweeplines, including the bottom 
leg of the bridle, must be bare. For at 
least 20 ft (6.15 m) immediately behind 
the footrope or headrope, bare ropes or 
mesh of 16-inch (40.6-cm) minimum 
mesh size must completely encircle the 
net. A band of mesh (a ‘‘skirt’’) may 
encircle the net under transfer cables, 
lifting or splitting straps (chokers), but 
must be: Over riblines and restraining 
straps; the same mesh size and coincide 
knot-to-knot with the net to which it 
is attached; and no wider than 16 
meshes. 

(c) Fixed gear. (1) Fixed gear 
(longline, trap or pot, set net and sta-
tionary hook-and-line gear, including 
commercial vertical hook-and-line 
gear) must be: 

(i) Marked at the surface, at each ter-
minal end, with a pole, flag, light, 
radar reflector, and a buoy, except as 

provided in paragraph (c)(2) of this sec-
tion. 

(ii) Attended at least once every 7 
days. 

(2) Commercial vertical hook-and-
line gear that is closely tended may be 
marked only with a single buoy of suf-
ficient size to float the gear. ‘‘Closely 
tended’’ means that a vessel is within 
visual sighting distance or within 0.25 
nm (463 m) as determined by electronic 
navigational equipment, of its com-
mercial vertical hook-and-line gear. 

(3) A buoy used to mark fixed gear 
under paragraph (c)(1)(i) or (c)(2) of 
this section must be marked with a 
number clearly identifying the owner 
or operator of the vessel. The number 
may be either: 

(i) If required by applicable state law, 
the vessel’s number, the commercial 
fishing license number, or buoy brand 
number; or 

(ii) The vessel documentation num-
ber issued by the USCG, or, for an un-
documented vessel, the vessel registra-
tion number issued by the state. 

(d) Set nets. Fishing for groundfish 
with set nets is prohibited in the fish-
ery management area north of 38°00′ N. 
lat. 

(e) Traps or pots. Traps must have 
biodegradable escape panels con-
structed with # 21 or smaller untreated 
cotton twine in such a manner that an 
opening at least 8 inches (20.3 cm) in di-
ameter results when the twine deterio-
rates. 

(f) Recreational fishing. The only 
types of fishing gear authorized for rec-
reational fishing are hook-and-line and 
spear. 

(g) Spears. Spears may be propelled 
by hand or by mechanical means.
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