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(d) Procedure for new measures. (1) 
New measures are management meas-
ures that have not been included in 
regulations implementing the FMP, or 
for which the impacts have not been 
evaluated in Council/NMFS documents 
in the context of current conditions. 

(2) Following the framework proce-
dures of Amendment 7 to the Pelagics 
FMP, the Council will publicize, in-
cluding by FEDERAL REGISTER notice, 
and solicit public comment on, any 
proposed new management measure. 
After a Council meeting at which the 
measure is discussed, the Council will 
consider recommendations and prepare 
a FEDERAL REGISTER notice summa-
rizing the Council’s deliberations, ra-
tionale, and analysis for the preferred 
action, and the time and place for any 
subsequent Council meeting(s) to con-
sider the new measure. At subsequent 
public meeting(s), the Council will con-
sider public comments and other infor-
mation received to make a rec-
ommendation to the Regional Director 
about any new measure. NMFS may 
implement the Council’s recommenda-
tion by rulemaking if approved by the 
Regional Director.

§ 660.32 Sea turtle take mitigation 
measures. 

(a) Possession and use of required miti-
gation gear—(1) Owners and operators of 
vessels registered for use under a Ha-
waii longline limited access permit or 
(after July 12, 2002) a longline general 
permit that have a freeboard more 
than 3 ft (0.9 m) must carry aboard 
their vessels line clippers meeting the 
minimum design standards as specified 
in paragraph (a)(4) of this section, dip 
nets meeting minimum standards pre-
scribed in paragraph (a)(5) of this sec-
tion, and wire or bolt cutters capable 
of cutting through the vessel’s hooks. 
These items must be used to disengage 
any hooked or entangled sea turtles 
with the least harm possible to the sea 
turtles and as close to the hook as pos-
sible in accordance with the require-
ments specified in paragraphs (b) 
through (d) of this section. 

(2) Owners and operators of vessels 
using hooks to target Pacific pelagic 
management unit species within EEZ 
waters around Hawaii, American 
Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of 

the Northern Mariana Islands, Midway, 
Johnston or Palmyra Atolls, Kingman 
Reef, and Wake, Jarvis, Baker, or 
Howland Islands, that have a freeboard 
more than 3 ft (0.9 m) must carry 
aboard their vessels line clippers meet-
ing the minimum design standards as 
specified in paragraph (a)(4) of this sec-
tion, and wire or bolt cutters capable 
of cutting through the vessel’s hooks. 
These items must be used to disengage 
any hooked or entangled sea turtles 
with the least harm possible to the sea 
turtles and as close to the hook as pos-
sible in accordance with the require-
ments specified in paragraphs (b) 
through (d) of this section. 

(3) Owners and operators of vessels 
registered for use under a Hawaii 
longline limited access permit or a 
longline general permit, or using hooks 
to target Pacific pelagic management 
unit species within EEZ waters around 
Hawaii, American Samoa, Guam, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, Midway, Johnston or Pal-
myra Atolls, Kingman Reef, and Wake, 
Jarvis, Baker, or Howland Islands, that 
have a freeboard of 3 ft (0.9 m) or less 
must carry aboard their vessels line 
clippers capable of cutting the vessels 
fishing line or leader within approxi-
mately 1 ft (0.3 m) of the eye of an em-
bedded hook as well as wire or bolt cut-
ters capable of cutting through the ves-
sel’s hooks. These items must be used 
to disengage any hooked or entangled 
sea turtles with the least harm possible 
to the sea turtles and as close to the 
hook as possible in accordance with the 
requirements specified in paragraphs 
(b) through (d) of this section. 

(4) Line clippers. Line clippers are in-
tended to cut fishing line as close as 
possible to hooked or entangled sea 
turtles. NMFS has established min-
imum design standards for line clip-
pers. The Arceneaux line clipper (ALC) 
is a model line clipper that meets these 
minimum design standards and may be 
fabricated from readily available and 
low-cost materials (figure 1). The min-
imum design standards are as follows: 

(i) A protected cutting blade. The cut-
ting blade must be curved, recessed, 
contained in a holder, or otherwise af-
forded some protection to minimize di-
rect contact of the cutting surface with
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sea turtles or users of the cutting 
blade. 

(ii) Cutting blade edge. The blade must 
be capable of cutting 2.0–2.1 mm 
monofilament line and nylon or poly-
propylene multistrand material com-
monly known as braided mainline or 
tarred mainline. 

(iii) An extended reach holder for the 
cutting blade. The line clipper must 
have an extended reach handle or pole 
of at least 6 ft (1.82 m). 

(iv) Secure fastener. The cutting blade 
must be securely fastened to the ex-
tended reach handle or pole to ensure 
effective deployment and use. 

(5) Dip nets. Dip nets are intended to 
facilitate safe handling of sea turtles 
and access to sea turtles for purposes 
of cutting lines in a manner that mini-
mizes injury and trauma to sea turtles. 
The minimum design standards for dip 
nets that meet the requirements of this 
section nets are: 

(i) An extended reach handle. The dip 
net must have an extended reach han-
dle of at least 6 ft (1.82 m) of wood or 
other rigid material able to support a 
minimum of 100 lbs (34.1 kg) without 
breaking or significant bending or dis-
tortion. 

(ii) Size of dip net. The dip net must 
have a net hoop of at least 31 inches 
(78.74 cm) inside diameter and a bag 
depth of at least 38 inches (96.52 cm). 
The bag mesh openings may be no more 
than 3 inches x 3 inches (7.62 cm 7.62 
cm). 

(b) Handling requirements. (1) All inci-
dentally taken sea turtles brought 
aboard for dehooking and/or 
disentanglement must be handled in a 
manner to minimize injury and pro-
mote post-hooking survival. 

(2) When practicable, comatose sea 
turtles must be brought on board im-
mediately, with a minimum of injury, 
and handled in accordance with the 
procedures specified in paragraphs (c) 
and (d) of this section. 

(3) If a sea turtle is too large or 
hooked in such a manner as to preclude 

safe boarding without causing further 
damage/injury to the turtle, line clip-
pers described in paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section must be used to clip the 
line and remove as much line as pos-
sible prior to releasing the turtle. 

(c) Resuscitation. If the sea turtle 
brought aboard appears dead or coma-
tose, the sea turtle must be placed on 
its belly (on the bottom shell or plas-
tron) so that the turtle is right side up 
and its hindquarters elevated at least 6 
inches (15.24 cm) for a period of no less 
than 4 hours and no more than 24 
hours. The amount of the elevation de-
pends on the size of the turtle; greater 
elevations are needed for larger turtles. 
A reflex test, performed by gently 
touching the eye and pinching the tail 
of a sea turtle, must be administered 
by a vessel operator, at least every 3 
hours, to determine if the sea turtle is 
responsive. Sea turtles being resusci-
tated must be shaded and kept damp or 
moist but under no circumstance may 
be placed into a container holding 
water. A water-soaked towel placed 
over the eyes, carapace, and flippers is 
the most effective method in keeping a 
turtle moist. Those that revive and be-
come active must be returned to the 
sea in the manner described in para-
graph (d) of this section. Sea turtles 
that fail to revive within the 24–hour 
period must also be returned to the sea 
in the manner described in paragraph 
(d)(1) of this section. 

(d) Release. Live turtles must be re-
turned to the sea after handling in ac-
cordance with the requirements of 
paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section: 

(1) By putting the vessel engine in 
neutral gear so that the propeller is 
disengaged and the vessel is stopped, 
and releasing the turtle away from de-
ployed gear; and 

(2) Observing that the turtle is safely 
away from the vessel before engaging 
the propeller and continuing oper-
ations.
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[65 FR 16347, Mar. 28, 2000, as amended at 67 FR 40236, June 12, 2002; 67 FR 48576, July 25, 2002]

§ 660.33 Western Pacific longline fish-
ing restrictions. 

(a) Owners and operators of vessels 
registered for use under a Hawaii 

longline limited access permit or a 
longline general permit may not use 
longline gear to fish for or target 
swordfish (Xiphias gladius) north of the 
equator (0° lat.).
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