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200 nm from the baseline from which 
the territorial sea is measured, or is a 
provisional or permanent international 
boundary between the United States 
and Canada or Mexico.

§ 660.305 Vessel identification. 
(a) Display. The operator of a vessel 

that is over 25 ft (7.6 m) in length and 
is engaged in commercial fishing for 
groundfish must display the vessel’s of-
ficial number on the port and starboard 
sides of the deckhouse or hull, and on 
a weather deck so as to be visible from 
above. The number must contrast with 
the background and be in block Arabic 
numerals at least 18 inches (45.7 cm) 
high for vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m) long 
and at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) high for 
vessels between 25 and 65 ft (7.6 and 19.8 
m) in length. The length of a vessel for 
purposes of this section is the length 
set forth in USCG records or in state 
records, if no USCG record exists. 

(b) Maintenance of numbers. The oper-
ator of a vessel engaged in commercial 
fishing for groundfish must keep the 
identifying markings required by para-
graph (a) of this section clearly legible 
and in good repair, and must ensure 
that no part of the vessel, its rigging, 
or its fishing gear obstructs the view of 
the official number from an enforce-
ment vessel or aircraft. 

(c) Commercial passenger vessels. This 
section does not apply to vessels car-
rying fishing parties on a per-capita 
basis or by charter.

§ 660.306 Prohibitions. 
In addition to the general prohibi-

tions specified in § 600.725 of this chap-
ter, it is unlawful for any person to: 

(a) Sell, offer to sell, or purchase any 
groundfish taken in the course of rec-
reational groundfish fishing. 

(b) Retain any prohibited species (de-
fined in § 660.323(c) caught by means of 
fishing gear authorized under this sub-
part or unless authorized by part 600 of 
this chapter. Prohibited species must 
be returned to the sea as soon as prac-
ticable with a minimum of injury when 
caught and brought on board. 

(c) Falsify or fail to affix and main-
tain vessel and gear markings as re-
quired by § 660.305 or § 660.322(c). 

(d) Fish for groundfish in violation of 
any terms or conditions attached to an 

EFP under § 600.745 of this chapter or 
§ 660.350. 

(e) Fish for groundfish using gear not 
authorized under § 660.322 or in viola-
tion of any terms or conditions at-
tached to an EFP under § 660.350 or part 
600 of this chapter. 

(f) Take and retain, possess, or land 
more groundfish than specified under 
§ 660.321 and § 660.323, or under an EFP 
issued under § 660.350 or part 600 of this 
chapter. 

(g) Falsify or fail to make and/or file, 
retain or make available any and all 
reports of groundfish landings, con-
taining all data, and in the exact man-
ner, required by the applicable State 
law, as specified in § 660.303, provided 
that person is required to do so by the 
applicable state law. 

(h) Fail to sort, prior to the first 
weighing after offloading, those 
groundfish species or species groups for 
which there is a trip limit, size limit, 
quota, or harvest guideline, if the ves-
sel fished or landed in an area during a 
time when such trip limit, size limit, 
harvest guideline or quota applied. 

(i) Possess, deploy, haul, or carry on-
board a fishing vessel subject to these 
regulations a set net, trap or pot, 
longline, or commercial vertical hook-
and-line that is not in compliance with 
the gear restrictions in § 660.322, unless 
such gear is the gear of another vessel 
that has been retrieved at sea and 
made inoperable or stowed in a manner 
not capable of being fished. The dis-
posal at sea of such gear is prohibited 
by Annex V of the International Con-
vention for the Prevention of Pollution 
From Ships, 1973 (Annex V of MARPOL 
73/78). 

(j) Process whiting in the fishery 
management area during times or in 
areas where at-sea processing is prohib-
ited for the sector in which the vessel 
participates, unless: 

(1) The fish are received from a mem-
ber of a Pacific Coast treaty Indian 
tribe fishing under § 660.324; 

(2) The fish are processed by a waste-
processing vessel according to 
§ 660.323(a)(4)(vii); or 

(3) The vessel is completing proc-
essing of whiting taken on board dur-
ing that vessel’s primary season. 

(k) Take and retain or receive, except 
as cargo or fish waste, whiting on a
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vessel in the fishery management area 
that already possesses processed whit-
ing on board, during times or in areas 
where at-sea processing is prohibited 
for the sector in which the vessel par-
ticipates, unless the fish are received 
from a member of a Pacific Coast trea-
ty Indian tribe fishing under § 660.324. 

(l) Have onboard a commercial hook-
and-line fishing vessel (other than a 
vessel operated by persons under 
§ 660.323(b)(1)(ii)), more than the 
amount of the trip limit set for black 
rockfish by § 660.323 while that vessel is 
fishing between the U.S.-Canada border 
and Cape Alava (48°09′30″ N. lat.), or be-
tween Destruction Island (47°40′00″ N. 
lat.) and Leadbetter Point (46°38′10″ N. 
lat.). 

(m) Fish with groundfish trawl gear, 
or carry groundfish trawl gear on board 
a vessel that also has groundfish on 
board, without having a limited entry 
permit valid for that vessel affixed 
with a gear endorsement for trawl 
gear, with the following exception. A 
vessel with groundfish on board may 
carry groundfish trawl gear if: 

(1) The vessel is in continuous transit 
from outside the fishery management 
area to a port in Washington, Oregon, 
or California; or 

(2) The vessel is a mothership, in 
which case trawl nets and doors must 
be stowed in a secured and covered 
manner, and detached from all towing 
lines, so as to be rendered unusable for 
fishing. 

(n) Fail to carry on board a vessel the 
limited entry permit registered for use 
with that vessel, if a limited entry per-
mit is registered for use with that ves-
sel. 

(o) Make a false statement on an ap-
plication for issuance, renewal, trans-
fer, vessel registration, or replacement 
of a limited entry permit. 

(p) Take and retain, possess, or land 
groundfish in excess of the landing 
limit for the open access fishery with-
out having a valid limited entry permit 
for the vessel affixed with a gear en-
dorsement for the gear used to catch 
the fish. 

(q) Carry on board a vessel, or deploy, 
limited entry gear when the limited 
entry fishery for that gear is closed, 
except a vessel may carry on board 

limited entry gear as provided in para-
graph (m) of this section. 

(r) Refuse to submit fishing gear or 
fish subject to such person’s control to 
inspection by an authorized officer, or 
to interfere with or prevent, by any 
means, such an inspection. 

(s) Take, retain, possess or land sa-
blefish under the cumulative limits 
provided for the primary limited entry, 
fixed gear sablefish season, described in 
§ 660.323 (a)(2), from a vessel that is not 
registered to a limited entry permit 
with a sablefish endorsement. 

(t) Take, retain, possess, or land 
more than a single cumulative limit of 
a particular species, per vessel, per ap-
plicable cumulative limit period, ex-
cept for sablefish taken in the primary 
limited entry, fixed gear sablefish sea-
son from a vessel authorized under 
§ 660.323 (a)(2)(i) to participate in that 
season, as described at § 660.323 
(a)(2)(ii). 

(u) Participate in the mothership or 
shoreside sector as a catcher vessel 
that does not process fish, if that ves-
sel operates in the same calendar year 
as a catcher/processor in the whiting 
fishery, according to 
§ 660.323(a)(4)(ii)(B). 

(v) Operate as a waste-processing ves-
sel within 48 hours of a primary season 
for whiting in which that vessel oper-
ates as a catcher/processor or 
mothership, according to 
§ 660.323(a)(4)(vii). 

(w) Fail to keep the trawl doors on 
board the vessel and attached to the 
trawls on a vessel used to fish for whit-
ing, when taking and retention is pro-
hibited under § 660.323(a)(3)(v). 

(x) Fail to retain on board a vessel 
from which groundfish is landed, and 
provide to an authorized officer upon 
request, copies of any and all reports of 
groundfish landings, or receipts con-
taining all data, and made in the exact 
manner required by the applicable 
state law throughout the cumulative 
limit period during which such land-
ings occurred and for 15 days there-
after. 

(y) Groundfish observer program. (1) 
Forcibly assault, resist, oppose, im-
pede, intimidate, harass, sexually har-
ass, bribe, or interfere with an ob-
server.
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(2) Interfere with or bias the sam-
pling procedure employed by an ob-
server, including either mechanically 
or physically sorting or discarding 
catch before sampling. 

(3) Tamper with, destroy, or discard 
an observer’s collected samples, equip-
ment, records, photographic film, pa-
pers, or personal effects without the 
express consent of the observer. 

(4) Harass an observer by conduct 
that: 

(i) Has sexual connotations, 
(ii) Has the purpose or effect of inter-

fering with the observer’s work per-
formance, and/or 

(iii) Otherwise creates an intimi-
dating, hostile, or offensive environ-
ment. In determining whether conduct 
constitutes harassment, the totality of 
the circumstances, including the na-
ture of the conduct and the context in 
which it occurred, will be considered. 
The determination of the legality of a 
particular action will be made from the 
facts on a case-by-case basis. 

(5) Fish for, land, or process fish 
without observer coverage when a ves-
sel is required to carry an observer 
under § 660.360(c). 

(6) Require, pressure, coerce, or 
threaten an observer to perform duties 
normally performed by crew members, 
including, but not limited to, cooking, 
washing dishes, standing watch, vessel 
maintenance, assisting with the set-
ting or retrieval of gear, or any duties 
associated with the processing of fish, 
from sorting the catch to the storage 
of the finished product. 

(7) Fail to provide departure or cease 
fishing reports specified at 
§ 660.360(c)(2). 

(8) Fail to meet the vessel respon-
sibilities specified at § 660.360(d). 

[61 FR 34572, July 2, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 48643, Sept. 16, 1996; 62 FR 27521, May 20, 
1997; 62 FR 34674, June 27, 1997; 63 FR 34608, 
June 25, 1998; 64 FR 49100, Sept. 10, 1999; 66 FR 
20613, Apr. 24, 2001; 66 FR 40919, Aug. 6, 2001; 
66 FR 41157, Aug. 7, 2001]

§ 660.321 Specifications and manage-
ment measures. 

(a) General. NMFS will establish and 
adjust specifications and management 
measures annually and during the fish-
ing year. Management of the Pacific 
Coast groundfish fishery will be con-

ducted consistent with the standards 
and procedures in the PCGFMP and 
other applicable law. The PCGFMP is 
available from the Regional Director 
or the Council. 

(b) Annual actions. The Pacific Coast 
Groundfish fishery is managed on a cal-
endar year basis. Even though speci-
fications and management measures 
are announced annually, they may 
apply for more than 1 year. In general, 
management measures are designed to 
achieve, but not exceed, the specifica-
tions, particularly optimum yields 
(harvest guidelines and quotas), com-
mercial harvest guidelines and quotas, 
limited entry and open access alloca-
tions, or other approved fishery alloca-
tions, and to protect overfished and de-
pleted stocks. 

(c) Routine management measures. 
Management measures designated 
‘‘routine’’ at § 660.323(b) may be ad-
justed during the year after rec-
ommendation from the Council, ap-
proval by NMFS, and publication in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(d) Changes to the regulations. Regula-
tions under this subpart may be pro-
mulgated, removed, or revised. Any 
such action will be made according to 
the framework standards and proce-
dures in the PCGFMP and other appli-
cable law, and will be published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. 

[61 FR 34572, July 2, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 49100, Sept. 10, 1999; 66 FR 29733, June 1, 
2001]

§ 660.322 Gear restrictions. 
(a) General. The following types of 

fishing gear are authorized, with the 
restrictions set forth in this section: 
Trawl (bottom and pelagic), hook-and-
line, longline, pot or trap, set net (an-
chored gillnet or trammel net), and 
spear. 

(b) Trawl gear—(1) Use. Trawl nets 
may be used on and off the seabed. 
Trawl nets may be fished with or with-
out otter boards, and may use warps or 
cables to herd fish. 

(2) Mesh size. Trawl nets may be used 
if they meet the minimum mesh sizes 
set forth in this paragraph (b)(2). The 
minimum sizes apply throughout the 
net. Minimum trawl mesh size require-
ments are met if a 20-gauge stainless 
steel wedge, 3.0 or 4.5 inches (7.6 or 11.4
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