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Fishery Conservation and Management § 660.306 

200 nm from the baseline from which 
the territorial sea is measured, or is a 
provisional or permanent international 
boundary between the United States 
and Canada or Mexico.

§ 660.305 Vessel identification. 
(a) Display. The operator of a vessel 

that is over 25 ft (7.6 m) in length and 
is engaged in commercial fishing for 
groundfish must display the vessel’s of-
ficial number on the port and starboard 
sides of the deckhouse or hull, and on 
a weather deck so as to be visible from 
above. The number must contrast with 
the background and be in block Arabic 
numerals at least 18 inches (45.7 cm) 
high for vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m) long 
and at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) high for 
vessels between 25 and 65 ft (7.6 and 19.8 
m) in length. The length of a vessel for 
purposes of this section is the length 
set forth in USCG records or in state 
records, if no USCG record exists. 

(b) Maintenance of numbers. The oper-
ator of a vessel engaged in commercial 
fishing for groundfish must keep the 
identifying markings required by para-
graph (a) of this section clearly legible 
and in good repair, and must ensure 
that no part of the vessel, its rigging, 
or its fishing gear obstructs the view of 
the official number from an enforce-
ment vessel or aircraft. 

(c) Commercial passenger vessels. This 
section does not apply to vessels car-
rying fishing parties on a per-capita 
basis or by charter.

§ 660.306 Prohibitions. 
In addition to the general prohibi-

tions specified in § 600.725 of this chap-
ter, it is unlawful for any person to: 

(a) Sell, offer to sell, or purchase any 
groundfish taken in the course of rec-
reational groundfish fishing. 

(b) Retain any prohibited species (de-
fined in § 660.323(c) caught by means of 
fishing gear authorized under this sub-
part or unless authorized by part 600 of 
this chapter. Prohibited species must 
be returned to the sea as soon as prac-
ticable with a minimum of injury when 
caught and brought on board. 

(c) Falsify or fail to affix and main-
tain vessel and gear markings as re-
quired by § 660.305 or § 660.322(c). 

(d) Fish for groundfish in violation of 
any terms or conditions attached to an 

EFP under § 600.745 of this chapter or 
§ 660.350. 

(e) Fish for groundfish using gear not 
authorized under § 660.322 or in viola-
tion of any terms or conditions at-
tached to an EFP under § 660.350 or part 
600 of this chapter. 

(f) Take and retain, possess, or land 
more groundfish than specified under 
§ 660.321 and § 660.323, or under an EFP 
issued under § 660.350 or part 600 of this 
chapter. 

(g) Falsify or fail to make and/or file, 
retain or make available any and all 
reports of groundfish landings, con-
taining all data, and in the exact man-
ner, required by the applicable State 
law, as specified in § 660.303, provided 
that person is required to do so by the 
applicable state law. 

(h) Fail to sort, prior to the first 
weighing after offloading, those 
groundfish species or species groups for 
which there is a trip limit, size limit, 
quota, or harvest guideline, if the ves-
sel fished or landed in an area during a 
time when such trip limit, size limit, 
harvest guideline or quota applied. 

(i) Possess, deploy, haul, or carry on-
board a fishing vessel subject to these 
regulations a set net, trap or pot, 
longline, or commercial vertical hook-
and-line that is not in compliance with 
the gear restrictions in § 660.322, unless 
such gear is the gear of another vessel 
that has been retrieved at sea and 
made inoperable or stowed in a manner 
not capable of being fished. The dis-
posal at sea of such gear is prohibited 
by Annex V of the International Con-
vention for the Prevention of Pollution 
From Ships, 1973 (Annex V of MARPOL 
73/78). 

(j) Process whiting in the fishery 
management area during times or in 
areas where at-sea processing is prohib-
ited for the sector in which the vessel 
participates, unless: 

(1) The fish are received from a mem-
ber of a Pacific Coast treaty Indian 
tribe fishing under § 660.324; 

(2) The fish are processed by a waste-
processing vessel according to 
§ 660.323(a)(4)(vii); or 

(3) The vessel is completing proc-
essing of whiting taken on board dur-
ing that vessel’s primary season. 

(k) Take and retain or receive, except 
as cargo or fish waste, whiting on a
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