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Hawaii within 5 years before April 17, 
2002. 

[67 FR 11945, Mar. 18, 2002]

§ 660.87 Area restrictions. 
Fishing for coral on the WestPac Bed 

is not allowed. The specific area closed 
to fishing is all waters within a 2-nm 
radius of the midpoint of 23°18.0′ N. lat., 
162°35.0′ W. long.

§ 660.88 Gear restrictions. 
Only selective gear may be used to 

harvest coral from any precious coral 
permit area. 

[67 FR 11945, Mar. 18, 2002]

§ 660.89 Framework procedures. 
(a) Introduction. Established manage-

ment measures may be revised and new 
management measures may be estab-
lished and/or revised through rule-
making if new information dem-
onstrates that there are biological, so-
cial, or economic concerns in a pre-
cious coral permit area. The following 
framework process authorizes the im-
plementation of measures that may af-
fect the operation of the fisheries, gear, 
quotas, season, or levels of catch and/or 
in effort. 

(b) Annual report. By June 30 of each 
year, the Council-appointed Precious 
Coral Team will prepare an annual re-
port on the fisheries in the manage-
ment area. The report will contain, 
among other things, recommendations 
for Council action and an assessment of 
the urgency and effects of such ac-
tion(s). 

(c) Procedure for established measures. 
(1) Established measures are manage-
ment measures that, at some time, 
have been included in regulations im-
plementing the FMP, and for which the 
impacts have been evaluated in Coun-
cil/NMFS documents in the context of 
current conditions. 

(2) According to the framework pro-
cedures of Amendment 3 to the FMP, 
the Council may recommend to the Re-
gional Administrator that established 
measures be modified, removed, or re-
instituted. Such recommendation will 
include supporting rationale and anal-
ysis and will be made after advance 
public notice, public discussion, and 
consideration of public comment. 

NMFS may implement the Council’s 
recommendation by rulemaking if ap-
proved by the Regional Administrator. 

(d) Procedure for new measures. (1) 
New measures are management meas-
ures that have not been included in 
regulations implementing the FMP, or 
for which the impacts have not been 
evaluated in Council/NMFS documents 
in the context of current conditions. 

(2) Following the framework proce-
dures of Amendment 3 to the FMP, the 
Council will publicize, including by a 
FEDERAL REGISTER document, and so-
licit public comment on, any proposed 
new management measure. After a 
Council meeting at which the measure 
is discussed, the Council will consider 
recommendations and prepare a FED-
ERAL REGISTER document summarizing 
the Council’s deliberations, rationale, 
and analysis for the preferred action 
and the time and place for any subse-
quent Council meeting(s) to consider 
the new measure. At a subsequent pub-
lic meeting, the Council will consider 
public comments and other informa-
tion received before making a rec-
ommendation to the Regional Adminis-
trator about any new measure. If ap-
proved by the Regional Administrator, 
NMFS may implement the Council’s 
recommendation by rulemaking. 

[63 FR 55810, Oct. 19, 1998]

Subpart G—West Coast 
Groundfish Fisheries

660.301 Purpose and scope. 

This subpart implements the Pacific 
Coast Groundfish Fishery Management 
Plan (PCGFMP) developed by the Pa-
cific Fishery Management Council. 
These regulations govern groundfish 
fishing vessels of the United States in 
the EEZ off the coasts of Washington, 
Oregon, and California. All weights are 
in round weight or round-weight 
equivalents, unless specified otherwise.

§ 660.302 Definitions. 

Active sampling unit means a portion 
of the groundfish fleet in which an ob-
server coverage plan is being applied. 

At-sea processing means processing 
that takes place on a vessel or other 
platform that floats and is capable of
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being moved from one location to an-
other, whether shoreside or on the 
water. 

Closure, when referring to closure of a 
fishery, means that taking and retain-
ing, possessing, or landing the par-
ticular species or species group is pro-
hibited. 

Commercial fishing means: 
(1) Fishing by a person who possesses 

a commercial fishing license or is re-
quired by law to possess such license 
issued by one of the states or the Fed-
eral Government as a prerequisite to 
taking, landing and/or sale; or 

(2) Fishing that results in or can be 
reasonably expected to result in sale, 
barter, trade or other disposition of 
fish for other than personal consump-
tion. 

Commercial harvest guideline or com-
mercial quota means the harvest guide-
line or quota after subtracting any al-
location for the Pacific Coast treaty 
Indian tribes, for recreational fisheries, 
and for compensation fishing under 
§ 660.350. Limited entry and open access 
allocations are based on the commer-
cial harvest guideline or quota. 

Council means the Pacific Fishery 
Management Council, including its 
Groundfish Management Team, Sci-
entific and Statistical Committee 
(SSC), Groundfish Advisory Subpanel 
(GAP), and any other committee estab-
lished by the Council. 

Exempted gear means all types of fish-
ing gear except longline, trap (or pot), 
and groundfish trawl gear. Exempted 
gear includes trawl gear used to take 
pink shrimp, spot and ridgeback 
prawns, California halibut south of Pt. 
Arena, CA, and sea cucumber south of 
Pt. Arena, under the authority of a 
State of California limited entry per-
mit for the sea cucumber fishery. 

Fishery management area means the 
EEZ off the coasts of Washington, Or-
egon, and California between 3 and 200 
nm offshore, and bounded on the north 
by the Provisional International 
Boundary between the United States 
and Canada, and bounded on the south 
by the International Boundary between 
the United States and Mexico. 

Fishing gear includes the following 
types of gear and equipment used in 
the groundfish fishery: 

(1) Bobbin trawl. The same as a roller 
trawl, a type of bottom trawl. 

(2) Bottom trawl. A trawl in which the 
otter boards or the footrope of the net 
are in contact with the seabed. It in-
cludes roller (or bobbin) trawls, Danish 
and Scottish seine gear, and pair 
trawls fished on the bottom. Any trawl 
not meeting the requirements for a pe-
lagic trawl in § 660.322 is a bottom 
trawl. 

(3) Chafing gear. Webbing or other 
material attached to the codend of a 
trawl net to protect the codend from 
wear. 

(4) Codend. (See § 600.10). 
(5) Commercial vertical hook-and-line. 

Commercial fishing with hook-and-line 
gear that involves a single line an-
chored at the bottom and buoyed at 
the surface so as to fish vertically. 

(6) Double-bar mesh. Two lengths of 
twine tied into a single knot. 

(7) Double-walled codend. A codend 
constructed of two walls of webbing. 

(8) Fixed gear (anchored nontrawl 
gear). Longline, trap or pot, set net, 
and stationary hook-and-line (includ-
ing commercial vertical hook-and-line) 
gears. 

(9) Gillnet. (See § 600.10). 
(10) Hook-and-line. One or more hooks 

attached to one or more lines. It may 
be stationary (commercial vertical 
hook-and-line) or mobile (troll). 

(11) Longline. A stationary, buoyed, 
and anchored groundline with hooks 
attached, so as to fish along the sea-
bed. It does not include commercial 
vertical hook-and-line or troll gear. 

(12) Mesh size. The opening between 
opposing knots. Minimum mesh size 
means the smallest distance allowed 
between the inside of one knot to the 
inside of the opposing knot, regardless 
of twine size. 

(13) Nontrawl gear. All legal commer-
cial groundfish gear other than trawl 
gear. 

(14) Pelagic (midwater or off-bottom) 
trawl. A trawl in which the otter boards 
may be in contact with the seabed but 
the footrope of the net remains above 
the seabed. It includes pair trawls if 
fished in midwater. A pelagic trawl has 
no rollers or bobbins on the net. 

(15) Pot. A trap. 
(16) Roller trawl (bobbin trawl). A 

trawl with footropes equipped with
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rollers or bobbins made of wood, steel, 
rubber, plastic, or other hard material 
that keep the footrope above the sea-
bed, thereby protecting the net. A roll-
er trawl is a type of bottom trawl. 

(17) Set net. A stationary, buoyed, and 
anchored gillnet or trammel net. 

(18) Single-walled codend. A codend 
constructed of a single wall of webbing 
knitted with single or double-bar mesh. 

(19) Spear. A sharp, pointed, or barbed 
instrument on a shaft. 

(20) Trammel net. A gillnet made with 
two or more walls joined to a common 
float line. 

(21) Trap (or pot). A portable, enclosed 
device with one or more gates or en-
trances and one or more lines attached 
to surface floats. 

(22) Trawl riblines. Heavy rope or line 
that runs down the sides, top, or under-
side of a trawl net from the mouth of 
the net to the terminal end of the 
codend to strengthen the net during 
fishing. 

Fishing trip is a period of time be-
tween landings when fishing is con-
ducted. 

Fishing year is the year beginning at 
0801 GMT (0001 local time) on January 
1 and ending at 0800 GMT on January 1 
(2400 local time on December 31). 

Groundfish means species managed by 
the PCGFMP, specifically:

Sharks:
leopard shark, Triakis semifasciata 
soupfin shark, Galeorhinus zyopterus 
spiny dogfish, Squalus acanthias

Skates:
big skate, Raja binoculata 
California skate, R. inornata 
longnose skate, R. rhina

Ratfish:
ratfish, Hydrolagus colliei

Morids:
finescale codling, Antimora microlepis

Grenadiers:
Pacific rattail, Coryphaenoides acrolepis

Roundfish:
cabezon, Scorpaenichthys marmoratus 
kelp greenling, Hexagrammos decagrammus 
lingcod, Ophiodon elongatus 
Pacific cod, Gadus macrocephalus 
Pacific whiting, Merluccius productus 
sablefish, Anoplopoma fimbria

Rockfish:
aurora rockfish, Sebastes aurora 
bank rockfish, S. rufus 
black rockfish, S. melanops 
black and yellow rockfish, S. chrysomelas 
blackgill rockfish, S. melanostomus 
blue rockfish, S. mystinus 

bocaccio, S. paucispinis 
bronzespotted rockfish, S. gilli 
brown rockfish, S. auriculatus 
calico rockfish, S. dalli 
California scorpionfish, Scorpaena guttata 
canary rockfish, Sebastes pinniger 
chilipepper, S. goodei 
China rockfish, S. nebulosus 
copper rockfish, S. caurinus 
cowcod, S. levis 
darkblotched rockfish, S. crameri 
dusty rockfish, S. ciliatus 
flag rockfish, S. rubrivinctus 
gopher rockfish, S. carnatus 
grass rockfish, S. rastrelliger 
greenblotched rockfish, S. rosenblatti 
greenspotted rockfish, S. chlorostictus 
greenstriped rockfish, S. elongatus 
harlequin rockfish, S. variegatus 
honeycomb rockfish, S. umbrosus 
kelp rockfish, S. atrovirens 
longspine thornyhead, Sebastolobus altivelis 
Mexican rockfish, Sebastes macdonaldi 
olive rockfish, S. serranoides 
Pacific ocean perch, S. alutus 
pink rockfish, S. eos 
quillback rockfish, S. maliger 
redbanded rockfish, S. babcocki 
redstripe rockfish, S. proriger 
rosethorn rockfish, S. helvomaculatus 
rosy rockfish, S. rosaceus 
rougheye rockfish, S. aleutianus 
sharpchin rockfish, S. zacentrus 
shortbelly rockfish, S. jordani 
shortraker rockfish, S. borealis 
shortspine thornyhead, Sebastolobus 

alascanus 
silvergray rockfish, Sebastes brevispinis 
speckled rockfish, S. ovalis 
splitnose rockfish, S. diploproa 
squarespot rockfish, S. hopkinsi 
starry rockfish, S. constellatus 
stripetail rockfish, S. saxicola 
tiger rockfish, S. nigrocinctus 
treefish, S. serriceps 
vermilion rockfish, S. miniatus 
widow rockfish, S. entomelas 
yelloweye rockfish, S. ruberrimus 
yellowmouth rockfish, S. reedi 
yellowtail rockfish, S. flavidus

All genera and species of the family 
Scorpaenidae that occur off Washington, Or-
egon, and California are included, even if not 
listed above. The Scorpaenidae genera are 
Sebastes, Scorpaena, Scorpaenodes, and 
Sebastolobus.

Flatfish:
arrowtooth flounder (arrowtooth turbot), 

Atheresthes stomias 
butter sole, Isopsetta isolepis 
curlfin sole, Pleuronichthys decurrens 
Dover sole, Microstomus pacificus 
English sole, Parophrys vetulus 
flathead sole, Hippoglossoides elassodon 
Pacific sanddab, Citharichthys sordidus 
petrale sole, Eopsetta jordani
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rex sole, Glyptocephalus zachirus 
rock sole, Lepidopsetta bilineata 
sand sole, Psettichthys melanostictus 
starry flounder, Platichthys stellatus

Groundfish trawl means trawl gear 
that is used under the authority of a 
valid limited entry permit issued under 
this subpart endorsed for trawl gear. It 
does not include any type of trawl gear 
listed as ‘‘exempted gear.’’

Harvest guideline means a specified 
numerical harvest objective that is not 
a quota. Attainment of a harvest 
guideline does not require closure of a 
fishery. 

Incidental catch or incidental species 
means groundfish species caught while 
fishing for the primary purpose of 
catching a different species. 

Land or landing means to begin 
transfer of fish from a fishing vessel. 
Once transfer begins, all fish aboard 
the vessel are counted as part of the 
landing. 

Length overall (LOA) (with respect to 
a vessel) means the length overall set 
forth in the Certificate of Documenta-
tion (CG–1270) issued by the USCG for a 
documented vessel, or in a registration 
certificate issued by a state or the 
USCG for an undocumented vessel; for 
vessels that do not have the LOA stat-
ed in an official document, the LOA is 
the LOA as determined by the USCG or 
by a marine surveyor in accordance 
with the USCG method for measuring 
LOA. 

Limited entry fishery means the fish-
ery composed of vessels using trawl 
gear, longline, and trap (or pot) gear 
fished pursuant to the harvest guide-
lines, quotas, and other management 
measures governing the limited entry 
fishery. 

Limited entry gear means longline, 
trap (or pot), or groundfish trawl gear 
used under the authority of a valid lim-
ited entry permit affixed with an en-
dorsement for that gear. 

Limited entry permit means the permit 
required to participate in the limited 
entry fishery, and includes the gear en-
dorsements affixed to the permit unless 
specified otherwise. 

Open access fishery means the fishery 
composed of vessels using exempted 
gear, and longline and trap (or pot) 
gear fished pursuant to the harvest 
guidelines, quotas, and other manage-

ment measures governing the open ac-
cess fishery. 

Open access gear means all types of 
fishing gear except: 

(1) Longline or trap (or pot) gear 
fished by a vessel that has a limited 
entry permit affixed with a gear en-
dorsement for that gear. 

(2) Trawl gear. 
Optimum yield (OY) means the 

amount of fish that will provide the 
greatest overall benefit to the Nation, 
particularly with respect to food pro-
duction and recreational opportunities, 
and, taking into account the protec-
tion of marine ecosystems, is pre-
scribed as such on the basis of the MSY 
from the fishery, as reduced by any rel-
evant economic, social, or ecological 
factor; and, in the case of an overfished 
fishery, provides for rebuilding to a 
level consistent with producing the 
MSY in such fishery. OY may be ex-
pressed numerically (as a harvest 
guideline, quota, or other specifica-
tion) or non-numerically. 

Overage means the amount of fish 
harvested by a vessel in excess of the 
applicable trip limit. 

Owner of a vessel or vessel owner, as 
used in this subpart, means a person 
identified as the current owner in the 
Certificate of Documentation (CG–1270) 
issued by the USCG for a documented 
vessel, or in a registration certificate 
issued by a state or the USCG for an 
undocumented vessel. 

Ownership interest, with respect to a 
sablefish endorsed permit, means partici-
pation in ownership of a corporation, 
partnership, or other entity that owns 
a sablefish endorsed permit. Participa-
tion in ownership does not mean own-
ing stock in a publicly owned corpora-
tion. 

Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery Man-
agement Plan (PCGFMP) means the 
Fishery Management Plan for the 
Washington, Oregon, and California 
Groundfish Fishery developed by the 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
and approved by the Secretary on Jan-
uary 4, 1982, and as it may be subse-
quently amended. 

Permit holder means a permit owner 
or a permit lessee. 

Permit lessee means a person who has 
the right to possess and use a limited 
entry permit for a designated period of
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time, with reversion of those rights to 
the permit owner. A permit lessee does 
not have the right to transfer a permit 
or change the ownership of the permit. 

Permit owner means a person who 
owns a limited entry permit. 

Person, as it applies to limited entry 
and open access fisheries conducted 
under this subpart, means any indi-
vidual, corporation, partnership, asso-
ciation or other entity (whether or not 
organized or existing under the laws of 
any state), and any Federal, state, or 
local government, or any entity of any 
such government that is eligible to 
own a documented vessel under the 
terms of 46 U.S.C. 12102(a). 

Processing or to process means the 
preparation or packaging of groundfish 
to render it suitable for human con-
sumption, retail sale, industrial uses or 
long-term storage, including, but not 
limited to, cooking, canning, smoking, 
salting, drying, filleting, freezing, or 
rendering into meal or oil, but does not 
mean heading and gutting unless addi-
tional preparation is done. 

Processor means person, vessel, or fa-
cility that engages in processing; or re-
ceives live groundfish directly from a 
fishing vessel for retail sale without 
further processing. 

Prohibited species means those species 
and species groups whose retention is 
prohibited unless authorized by other 
applicable law (for example, to allow 
for examination by an authorized ob-
server or to return tagged fish as speci-
fied by the tagging agency). 

Quota means a specified numerical 
harvest objective, the attainment (or 
expected attainment) of which causes 
closure of the fishery for that species 
or species group. 

Recreational fishing means fishing 
with authorized recreational fishing 
gear for personal use only, and not for 
sale or barter. 

Regional Director means the Director, 
Northwest Region, NMFS. For fisheries 
occurring primarily or exclusively in 
the fishery management area seaward 
of California, ‘‘Regional Director’’ 
means the Director, Northwest Region, 
NMFS, acting upon the recommenda-
tion of the Director, Southwest Region, 
NMFS. 

Reserve means a portion of the har-
vest guideline or quota set aside at the 

beginning of the year to allow for un-
certainties in preseason estimates. 

Round weight (See § 600.10). 
Shoreside processing means processing 

that takes place in a facility that is 
fixed permanently to land. 

Specification is a numerical or de-
scriptive designation of a management 
objective, including but not limited to: 
ABC; optimum yield; harvest guideline; 
quota; limited entry or open access al-
location; a setaside or allocation for a 
recreational or treaty Indian fishery; 
an apportionment of the above to an 
area, gear, season, fishery, or other 
subdivision. 

Sustainable Fisheries Division (SFD) 
means the Chief, Sustainable Fisheries 
Division, Northwest Regional Office, 
NMFS, or a designee. 

Target fishing means fishing for the 
primary purpose of catching a par-
ticular species or species group (the 
target species). 

Tax-exempt organization means an or-
ganization that received a determina-
tion letter from the Internal Revenue 
Service recognizing tax exemption 
under 26 CFR part 1(§§ 1.501 to 1.640). 

Totally lost means the vessel being re-
placed no longer exists in specie, or is 
absolutely and irretrievably sunk or 
otherwise beyond the possible control 
of the owner, or the costs of repair (in-
cluding recovery) would exceed the re-
paired value of the vessel. 

Trip limit means the total allowable 
amount of a groundfish species or spe-
cies complex by weight, or by percent-
age of weight of fish on board the ves-
sel, that may be taken and retained, 
possessed, or landed from a single fish-
ing trip. 

Vessel manager means a person or 
group of persons whom the vessel 
owner has given authority to oversee 
all or a portion of groundfish fishing 
activities aboard the vessel. 

[61 FR 34572, July 2, 1996, as amended at 63 
FR 34608, June 25, 1998; 63 FR 40067, July 27, 
1998; 64 FR 49100, Sept. 10, 1999; 64 FR 69893, 
Dec. 15, 1999; 65 FR 82952, Dec. 29, 2000; 66 FR 
20612, Apr. 24, 2001; 66 FR 29733, June 1, 2001; 
66 FR 40919, Aug. 6, 2001; 66 FR 41157, Aug. 7, 
2001]
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