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Fishery Conservation and Management § 660.24

Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, Midway, Johnston or Pal-
myra Atolls, Kingman Reef, and Wake, 
Jarvis, Baker, or Howland Islands, Pa-
cific pelagic management unit species 
that were harvested from closed areas 
with longline gear in violation of 
§ 660.33(e).

(rr) Possess a light stick on board a 
vessel registered for use under either a 
Hawaii longline limited access permit 
or a longline general permit, on fishing 
trips that include any fishing north of 
the equator (0° lat.) in violation of 
§ 660.33(f).

(ss) Possess or land more than 10 
swordfish on board a vessel registered 
for use under either a Hawaii longline 
limited access permit or a longline 
general permit, from a fishing trip 
where any part of the trip included 
fishing north of the equator (0° lat.) in 
violation of § 660.33(h).

(tt) Operate a vessel registered for 
use under a Hawaii longline limited ac-
cess permit or a longline general per-
mit to fish for Pacific pelagic manage-
ment unit species without having on-
board a valid protected species work-
shop certificate issued by NMFS or a 
legible copy thereof in violation of 
§ 660.36(c). 

(uu) Use a large vessel to fish for Pa-
cific pelagic management unit species 
within an American Samoa large vessel 
prohibited area except as allowed pur-
suant to an exemption issued under § 
660.38. 

[61 FR 34572, July 2, 1996, as amended at 65 
FR 16347, Mar. 28, 2000; 67 FR 4371, Jan. 30, 
2002; 67 FR 34412, May 14, 2002; 67 FR 40235 
June 12, 2002]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 67 FR 56502, 
Sept. 4, 2002, § 660.22 was amended by revising 
the phrase ‘‘U.S. possessions in the Pacific 
Ocean area’’ to read ‘‘U.S. island possessions 
in the Pacific Ocean’’ each place that it ap-
pears; paragraph (i) was revised; and new 
paragraph (vv) was added, effective Oct. 4, 
2002. For the convenience of the user, the re-
vised text follows:

§ 660.22 Prohibitions.

* * * * *

(i) Fish with longline gear within a 
longline fishing prohibited area, except as al-

lowed pursuant to an exemption issued under 
§ 660.17 or § 660.27.

* * * * *

(vv) Use a U.S. vessel employing pelagic 
handline or trolling methods to fish in the 
U.S. EEZ around the PRIA without a valid 
PRIA pelagic troll and handline fishing per-
mit registered for use with that vessel.

§ 660.23 Notifications. 
(a) The permit holder for a fishing 

vessel subject to the requirements of 
this subpart, or an agent designated by 
the permit holder, shall provide a no-
tice to the Regional Director at least 
72 hours (not including weekends and 
Federal holidays) before the vessel 
leaves port on a fishing trip, any part 
of which occurs in the EEZ around Ha-
waii. The vessel operator will be pre-
sumed to be an agent designated by the 
permit holder unless the Regional Di-
rector is otherwise notified by the per-
mit holder. The notice must be pro-
vided to the office or telephone number 
designated by the Regional Director. 
The notice must provide the official 
number of the vessel, the name of the 
vessel, the intended departure date, 
time, and location, the name of the op-
erator of the vessel, and the name and 
telephone number of the agent des-
ignated by the permit holder to be 
available between 8:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(Hawaii time) on weekdays for NMFS 
to contact to arrange observer place-
ment. 

(b) The operator of any vessel subject 
to the requirements of this subpart 
who does not have on board a VMS unit 
while transiting the protected species 
zone as defined in § 660.12, must notify 
the NMFS Southwest Enforcement Of-
fice (see part 600 for address of Re-
gional Director) immediately upon en-
tering and immediately upon departing 
the protected species zone. The notifi-
cation must include the name of the 
vessel, name of the operator, date and 
time (GMT) of access or exit from the 
protected species zone, and location by 
latitude and longitude to the nearest 
minute.

§ 660.24 Gear identification. 
(a) Identification. The operator of 

each permitted vessel in the fishery 
management area must ensure that the
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official number of the vessel be affixed 
to every longline buoy and float, in-
cluding each buoy and float that is at-
tached to a radar reflector, radio an-
tenna, or flag marker, whether at-
tached to a deployed longline or pos-
sessed on board the vessel. Markings 
must be legible and permanent, and 
must be of a color that contrasts with 
the background material. 

(b) Enforcement action. Longline gear 
not marked in compliance with para-
graph (a) of this section and found de-
ployed in the EEZ will be considered 
unclaimed or abandoned property, and 
may be disposed of in any manner con-
sidered appropriate by NMFS or an au-
thorized officer.

§ 660.25 Vessel monitoring system. 
(a) VMS unit. Only a VMS unit owned 

by NMFS and installed by NMFS com-
plies with the requirement of this sub-
part. 

(b) Notification. After a Hawaii 
longline limited access permit holder 
has been notified by the SAC of a spe-
cific date for installation of a VMS 
unit in the permit holder’s vessel, the 
vessel must carry the VMS unit after 
the date scheduled for installation. 

(c) Fees and charges. During the ex-
perimental VMS program, a Hawaii 
longline limited access permit holder 
shall not be assessed any fee or other 
charges to obtain and use a VMS unit, 
including the communication charges 
related directly to requirements under 
this section. Communication charges 
related to any additional equipment at-
tached to the VMS unit by the owner 
or operator shall be the responsibility 
of the owner or operator and not 
NMFS. 

(d) Permit holder duties. The holder of 
a Hawaii longline limited access per-
mit and the master of the vessel oper-
ating under the permit must: 

(1) Provide opportunity for the SAC 
to install and make operational a VMS 
unit after notification. 

(2) Carry the VMS unit on board 
whenever the vessel is at sea. 

(3) Not remove or relocate the VMS 
unit without prior approval from the 
SAC. 

(e) Authorization by the SAC. The SAC 
has authority over the installation and 
operation of the VMS unit. The SAC 

may authorize the connection or order 
the disconnection of additional equip-
ment, including a computer, to any 
VMS unit when deemed appropriate by 
the SAC.

§ 660.26 Longline fishing prohibited 
area management. 

(a) Prohibited areas. Longline fishing 
shall be prohibited in the longline fish-
ing prohibited areas as defined in para-
graphs (b), (c), and (d) of this section. 

(b) Longline protected species zone. The 
protected species zone is 50 nm from 
the center geographical positions of 
Nihoa Island, Necker Island, French 
Frigate Shoals, Gardner Pinnacles, 
Maro Reef, Laysan Island, Lisianski Is-
land, Pearl and Hermes Reef, Midway 
Islands, and Kure Island, as defined in 
§ 660.12. 

(c) Main Hawaiian Islands. (1) From 
February 1 through September 30 each 
year, the longline fishing prohibited 
area around the main Hawaiian Islands 
is the portion of the EEZ seaward of 
Hawaii bounded by straight lines con-
necting the following coordinates in 
the order listed:

Point N. lat. DW. long. 

A ........................... 18°05′ 155°40′ 
B ........................... 18°20′ 156°25′ 
C ........................... 20°00′ 157°30′ 
D ........................... 20°40′ 161°40′ 
E ........................... 21°40′ 161°55′ 
F ........................... 23°00′ 161°30′ 
G ........................... 23°05′ 159°30′ 
H ........................... 22°55′ 157°30′ 
I ............................. 21°30′ 155°30′ 
J ............................ 19°50′ 153°50′ 
K ........................... 19°00′ 154°05′ 
A ........................... 18°05′ 155°40′

(2) From October 1 through the fol-
lowing January 31 each year, the 
longline fishing prohibited area around 
the main Hawaiian Islands is the por-
tion of the EEZ seaward of Hawaii 
bounded by straight lines connecting 
the following coordinates in the order 
listed:

Point N. lat. W. long. 

A ........................... 18°05′ 155°40′ 
L ............................ 18°25′ 155°40′ 
M ........................... 19°00′ 154°45′ 
N ........................... 19°15′ 154°25′ 
O ........................... 19°40′ 154°20′ 
P ........................... 20°20′ 154°55′ 
Q ........................... 20°35′ 155°30′ 
R ........................... 21°00′ 155°35′ 
S ........................... 22°30′ 157°35′ 
T ........................... 22°40′ 159°35′ 
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