
453

Fishery Conservation and Management § 654.20 

Spring, MD 20910; or the Office of the 
Federal Register, 800 North Capitol 
Street, NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC. 

(b) A stone crab trap or buoy in the 
EEZ that is not in compliance with the 
gear identification requirements speci-
fied in paragraph (a) of this section is 
illegal. Such trap or buoy, and any con-
necting lines, will be considered un-
claimed or abandoned property and 
may be disposed of in any manner con-
sidered appropriate by the Assistant 
Administrator or an authorized officer. 
An owner of such trap or buoy remains 
subject to appropriate civil penalties. 
A stone crab trap will be presumed to 
be the property of the most recently 
documented owner. 

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995; 60 FR 20196, Apr. 
28, 1995]

§ 654.7 Prohibitions. 

In addition to the general prohibi-
tions specified in § 620.7 of this chapter, 
it is unlawful for any person to do any 
of the following: 

(a) Falsify or fail to display and 
maintain vessel and gear identifica-
tion, as required by § 654.6(a). 

(b) Possess a stone crab in the man-
agement area during the period speci-
fied in § 654.20(a). 

(c) Possess a stone crab trap in the 
management area during the period 
specified in § 654.20(c). 

(d) Remove from a stone crab in or 
from the management area, or possess 
in the management area, a claw that is 
less than the minimum size limit speci-
fied in § 654.21(a). 

(e) Fail to return immediately to the 
water unharmed an egg-bearing stone 
crab, or strip eggs from or otherwise 
molest an egg-bearing stone crab; as 
specified in § 654.21(b). 

(f) Hold a stone crab in or from the 
management area aboard a vessel other 
than as specified in § 654.21(c). 

(g) Use or possess in the management 
area a stone crab trap that does not 
have a biodegradable panel, as specified 
in § 654.22(a). 

(h) Pull or tend a stone crab trap in 
the management area other than dur-
ing daylight hours, as specified in 
§ 654.22(b). 

(i) Willfully tend, open, pull, or oth-
erwise molest another fisherman’s 

trap, buoy, or line in the management 
area, as specified in § 654.22(c). 

(j) Trawl in a closed area or during a 
closed season, as specified in §§ 654.23 or 
654.24, or as may be implemented under 
§ 654.25(b). 

(k) Place a stone crab trap in a closed 
area or during a closed season, as speci-
fied in § 654.24, or as may be imple-
mented under § 654.25(b). 

(l) Interfere with fishing or obstruct 
or damage fishing gear or the fishing 
vessel of another, as specified in 
§ 654.25(a). 

(m) Make any false statement, oral 
or written, to an authorized officer 
concerning the taking, catching, har-
vesting, landing, purchase, sale, posses-
sion, or transfer of stone crab. 

(n) Interfere with, obstruct, delay, or 
prevent by any means an investigation, 
search, seizure, or disposition of seized 
property in connection with enforce-
ment of the Magnuson Act. 

(o) Fish for any species or anchor a 
fishing vessel in a marine reserve as 
specified in § 654.28. 

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995, as amended at 67 
FR 47469, July 19, 2002]

§ 654.8 Facilitation of enforcement. 
See § 620.8 of this chapter.

§ 654.9 Penalties. 
See § 620.9 of this chapter.

Subpart B—Management 
Measures

§ 654.20 Seasons. 
(a) Closed season. No person may pos-

sess a stone crab in the management 
area from 12:01 a.m., local time, May 
16, through 12 p.m. midnight, local 
time, October 14, each year. Holding a 
stone crab in a trap in the water during 
a soak period or during a removal pe-
riod (see paragraph (b) of this section), 
or during any extension thereto, is not 
deemed possession, provided that, if 
the trap is removed from the water 
during such period, such crab is re-
turned immediately to the water with 
its claws unharvested. 

(b) Placement of traps. (1) Prior to the 
fishing season. The period of October 5 
through October 14 is established as a 
trap soak period. A stone crab trap
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may be placed in the management area 
not earlier than 1 hour before sunrise 
on October 5. 

(2) After the fishing season. The period 
of May 16 through May 20 is established 
as a trap removal period. A stone crab 
trap must be removed from the man-
agement area not later than 1 hour 
after sunset on May 20, unless an ex-
tension to the removal period is grant-
ed under paragraph (b)(2)(i) of this sec-
tion and the extension authorization is 
carried aboard the fishing vessel as 
specified in paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of this 
section. 

(i) An extension of the removal pe-
riod may be granted by Florida in ac-
cordance with Rule 46–13.002(2)(b), Flor-
ida Administrative Code, in effect as of 
April 14, 1995. This incorporation by 
reference was approved by the Director 
of the Office of the Federal Register in 
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 
CFR part 51. Copies may be obtained 
from the Florida Marine Fisheries 
Commission, 2540 Executive Center Cir-
cle West, Suite 106, Tallahassee, FL 
32301; telephone: 904–487–0554. Copies 
may be inspected at the office of the 
Regional Director, or the Office of the 
Federal Register, 800 North Capitol 
Street, N.W., Suite 700, Washington, 
DC. 

(ii) The extension authorization must 
be carried aboard the fishing vessel. 
The operator of a fishing vessel must 
present the authorization for inspec-
tion upon request of an authorized offi-
cer. 

(c) Possession of stone crab traps. A 
stone crab trap may not be possessed in 
the management area from the end of 
the trap removal period, or an exten-
sion thereto, to the beginning of the 
trap soak period, as specified in para-
graph (b) of this section. A stone crab 
trap, float, or rope in the management 
area during this period will be consid-
ered unclaimed or abandoned property 
and may be disposed of in any manner 
considered appropriate by the Assist-
ant Administrator or an authorized of-
ficer. An owner of such trap, float, or 
rope remains subject to appropriate 
civil penalties.

§ 654.21 Harvest limitations. 
(a) Claw size. No person may remove 

from a stone crab in or from the man-

agement area, or possess in the man-
agement area, a claw with a propodus 
measuring less than 2.75 inches (7.0 
cm), measured in a straight line from 
the elbow to the tip of the lower im-
movable finger. The propodus is the 
largest section of the claw assembly 
that has both a movable and immov-
able finger and is located farthest from 
the body when the entire appendage is 
extended. (See Appendix A, Figure 1, of 
this part.) 

(b) Egg-bearing stone crabs. An egg-
bearing stone crab in or from the man-
agement area must be returned imme-
diately to the water unharmed—with-
out removal of a claw. An egg-bearing 
stone crab may not be stripped of its 
eggs or otherwise molested. 

(c) Holding stone crabs. A live stone 
crab in or from the management area 
may be held aboard a vessel until such 
time as a legal-sized claw is removed, 
provided it is held in a container that 
is shaded from direct sunlight and it is 
wet with sea water as necessary to 
keep it in a damp condition. Containers 
holding stone crabs must be stacked in 
a manner that does not compress the 
crabs. A stone crab body from which a 
legal-sized claw has been removed must 
be returned to the sea before the vessel 
reaches shore or a port or dock.

§ 654.22 Gear restrictions. 
(a) Trap construction requirements. No 

person fishing for stone crab may 
transport on the water or fish with any 
trap which does not meet the following 
requirements: 

(1) Each trap must be constructed of 
wood, plastic, or wire. 

(2) A trap may be no larger in dimen-
sion than 24 by 24 by 24 inches (61 by 61 
by 61 cm) or 8.0 ft3 (0.23 m3). 

(3) The throats (entrances) to all 
wood and plastic traps must be located 
on the top horizontal section of the 
trap. If the throat is longer in one di-
mension, the throat size in the longer 
dimension must not exceed 51⁄2 inches 
(14.0 cm) and in the shorter dimension 
must not exceed 31⁄2 inches (9.0 cm). If 
the throat is round, the throat size 
must not exceed 5 inches (12.7 cm) in 
diameter. 

(4) In any wire trap used to harvest 
stone crabs, each throat must be hori-
zontally oriented. The width of the
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