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of 17 inches (43.2 cm) total length/11 
inches (27.9 cm) tail length for vessels 
fishing for, catching, or landing 
monkfish in the SFMA. 

(2) Vessels fishing in the NFMA. An ad-
justment to the minimum size posses-
sion limits for vessels fishing for, 
catching, or landing fish in the SFMA 
under paragraph (b)(1) of this section 
will not affect the minimum size pos-
session limits for vessels fishing for or 
landing monkfish in the NFMA, which 
will remain as described in paragraph 
(a)(1) of this section. If the size limits 
specified in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion become effective for the SFMA, a 
vessel intending to fish for and catch 
monkfish under a monkfish DAS only 
in the NFMA must declare into that 
area for a period not less than 30 days 
when calling in under the DAS pro-
gram or as otherwise directed by the 
Regional Administrator. A vessel that 
has not declared into the NFMA under 
this paragraph shall be presumed to 
have fished in the SFMA and shall be 
subject to the more restrictive require-
ments of that area. Such restrictions 
shall apply to the entire trip. A vessel 
that has declared into the NFMA may 
transit the SFMA providing that it 
complies with the transiting and gear 
storage provisions described in 
§ 648.94(e) and provided that it does not 
fish for or catch monkfish, or any 
other fish, in the SFMA. 

[64 FR 54749, Oct. 7, 1999]

§ 648.94 Monkfish possession and land-
ing restrictions. 

(a) General. Monkfish may be pos-
sessed or landed either as tails only, or 
in whole form, or any combination of 
the two. When both tails and whole fish 
are possessed or landed, the possession 
or landing limit for monkfish tails 
shall be the difference between the 
whole weight limit minus the landing 
of whole monkfish, divided by 3.32. A 
996 lb (452 kg) whole weight trip limit 
and a 600 lb (272 kg) landing of whole 
fish shall, for example, allow for a 
maximum landing of tails of 119.3 lb 
(54.1 kg). 

(b) Vessels issued limited access 
monkfish permits—(1) Vessels fishing 
under the monkfish DAS program prior to 
May 1, 2000. For vessels fishing under 
the monkfish DAS program prior to 

May 1, 2000, there is no monkfish trip 
limit. 

(2) Vessels fishing under the monkfish 
DAS program May 1, 2000, and thereafter. 
(i) Unless the Regional Administrator 
makes the determination specified in 
paragraph (b)(2)(ii), the trip limits 
specified in paragraphs (b)(2)(iii), (iv), 
(v), and (vi) of this section apply to 
vessels fishing under the monkfish 
DAS program in the SFMA. 

(ii) If, based on landings, projected 
landings, and other available data, the 
Regional Administrator determines 
that the SFMA monkfish catch for the 
period May 1, 1999, through April 30, 
2000, is less than or equal to the Year 1 
SFMA TAC, no monkfish trip limit 
shall apply to a vessel that is fishing 
under a monkfish DAS. Such deter-
mination shall be published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER. 

(iii) Category A and C vessels using 
trawl gear. Category A and C vessels ex-
clusively using trawl gear during a 
monkfish DAS may land up to 1,500 lb 
(680 kg) tail-weight or 4,980 lb (2,259 kg) 
whole weight of monkfish per DAS (or 
any prorated combination of tail-
weight and whole weight based on the 
conversion factor). 

(iv) Category B and D vessels using 
trawl gear. Category B and D vessels 
using exclusively trawl gear during a 
monkfish DAS may land up to 1,000 lb 
(454 kg) tail-weight or 3,320 lb (1,506 kg) 
whole weight of monkfish per DAS (or 
any prorated combination of tail-
weight and whole weight based on the 
conversion factor). 

(v) Vessels using gear other than trawl 
gear. Any vessel issued a limited access 
monkfish permit and using gear other 
than trawl gear during a monkfish 
DAS may land up to 300 lb (136 kg) tail-
weight or 996 lb (452 kg) whole weight 
of monkfish per DAS (or any prorated 
combination of tail-weight and whole 
weight based on the conversion factor). 

(vi) Administration of landing limits. A 
vessel owner or operator may not ex-
ceed the monkfish trip limits as speci-
fied in paragraphs (b)(2)(iii), (iv), and 
(v) of this section per monkfish DAS 
fished, or any part of a monkfish DAS 
fished. 

(3) Category C and D vessels fishing 
during a multispecies DAS prior to May 1, 
2002—(i) NFMA. There is no monkfish
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trip limit for a Category C or D vessel 
that is fishing under a multispecies 
DAS exclusively in the NFMA. 

(ii) SFMA. If any portion of a trip is 
fished only under a multispecies DAS, 
and not under a monkfish DAS, in the 
SFMA, the vessel may land up to 300 lb 
(136 kg) tail-weight or 996 lb (452 kg) 
whole weight of monkfish per DAS if 
trawl gear is used exclusively during 
the trip, or 50 lb (23 kg) tail-weight or 
166 lb (75 kg) whole weight if gear other 
than trawl gear is used during the trip. 

(iii) Transiting. A vessel that har-
vested monkfish in the NFMA may 
transit the SFMA and possess 
monkfish in excess of the SFMA land-
ing limit provided such vessel complies 
with the provisions of § 648.94(e). 

(4) Category C and D vessels fishing 
during a multispecies DAS from May 1, 
2002, and thereafter—(i) NFMA. Any Cat-
egory C or D vessel that is fishing 
under a multispecies DAS in the NFMA 
may land up to 300 lb (136 kg) tail 
weight or 996 lb (452 kg) whole weight 
of monkfish per DAS, or 25 percent 
(where the weight of all monkfish is 
converted to tail weight) of the total 
weight of fish on board, whichever is 
less. For the purposes of converting 
whole weight to tail weight, the 
amount of whole weight possessed or 
landed is divided by 3.32. 

(ii) SFMA. If any portion of a trip is 
fished only under a multispecies DAS 
and not under a monkfish DAS in the 
SFMA, a vessel issued a Category C or 
D permit may land up to 300 lb (136 kg) 
tail weight or 996 lb (452 kg) whole 
weight of monkfish per DAS, or 25 per-
cent (where the weight of all monkfish 
is converted to tail weight) of the total 
weight of fish on board, whichever is 
less, if trawl gear is used exclusively 
during the trip, or 50 lb (23 kg) tail 
weight or 166 lb (75 kg) whole weight if 
gear other than trawl gear is used dur-
ing the trip. For the purposes of con-
verting whole weight to tail weight, 
the amount of whole weight possessed 
or landed is divided by 3.32. 

(5) Category C and D vessels fishing 
under the scallop DAS program prior to 
May 1, 2002. A category C or D vessel 
fishing under a scallop DAS with a 
dredge on board, or under a net exemp-
tion provision as specified at § 648.51(f), 
may land up to 300 lb (136 kg) tail-

weight or 996 lb (452 kg) whole weight 
of monkfish per DAS (or any prorated 
combination of tail-weight and whole 
weight based on the conversion factor). 

(6) Category C and D vessels fishing 
under the scallop DAS program from May 
1, 2002, and thereafter. A category C or 
D vessel fishing under a scallop DAS 
with a dredge on board may land up to 
200 lb (91 kg) tail-weight or 664 lb (301 
kg) whole weight of monkfish per DAS 
(or any prorated combination of tail-
weight and whole weight based on the 
conversion factor). 

(7) Category C and D Scallop Vessels 
Declared into the Monkfish DAS Program 
without a Dredge on Board. Category C 
and D vessels that have declared into 
the Monkfish DAS Program and that 
do not fish with or have on board a 
dredge are subject to the same posses-
sion limits as specified at (b)(1) and 
(b)(2). Such vessels are also subject to 
provisions applicable to Category A 
and B vessels fishing only under a 
monkfish DAS, consistent with the 
provisions of this part. 

(8) Vessels fishing under the monkfish 
DAS program in the SFMA—(i) Category 
A and C vessels. Category A and C ves-
sels fishing under the monkfish DAS 
program in the SFMA may land up to 
550 lb (249 kg) tail-weight or 1,826 lb 
(828 kg) whole weight of monkfish per 
DAS (or any prorated combination of 
tail-weight and whole weight based on 
the conversion factor). 

(ii) Category B and D vessels. Category 
B and D vessels fishing under the 
monkfish DAS program in the SFMA 
may land up to 450 lb (204 kg) tail-
weight or 1,494 lb (678 kg) whole weight 
of monkfish per DAS (or any prorated 
combination of tail-weight and whole 
weight based on the conversion factor). 

(iii) Administration of landing limits. A 
vessel owner or operator may not ex-
ceed the monkfish trip limits as speci-
fied in paragraphs (b)(8)(ii) and (iii) of 
this section per monkfish DAS fished, 
or any part of a monkfish DAS fished. 

(9) Category C and D vessels fishing 
during a multispecies DAS—(i) NFMA. 
There is no monkfish trip limit for a 
Category C or D vessel that is fishing 
under a multispecies DAS exclusively 
in the NFMA. 

(ii) SFMA. If any portion of a trip is 
fished only under a multispecies DAS,
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and not under a monkfish DAS, in the 
SFMA, the vessel may land up to 300 lb 
(136 kg) tail-weight or 996 lb (452 kg) 
whole weight of monkfish per DAS if 
trawl gear is used exclusively during 
the trip, or 50 lb (23 kg) tail-weight or 
166 lb (75 kg) whole weight if gear other 
than trawl gear is used during the trip. 

(10) Category C and D vessels fishing 
under the scallop DAS program. A Cat-
egory C or D vessel fishing under a 
scallop DAS with a dredge on board, or 
under a net exemption provision as 
specified in § 648.51(f), may land up to 
300 lb (136 kg) tail-weight or 996 lb (452 
kg) whole weight of monkfish per DAS 
(or any prorated combination of tail-
weight and whole weight based on the 
conversion factor). 

(11) Category C and D scallop vessels 
declared into the monkfish DAS program 
without a dredge on board. Category C 
and D vessels that have declared into 
the monkfish DAS program and that do 
not fish with or have on board a dredge 
are subject to the same landing limits 
as specified in paragraph (b)(9) of this 
section. Such vessels are also subject 
to provisions applicable to Category A 
and B vessels fishing only under a 
monkfish DAS, consistent with the 
provisions of this part. 

(c) Vessels issued a monkfish incidental 
catch permit—(1) Vessels fishing under a 
multispecies DAS—(i) NFMA. Vessels 
issued a monkfish incidental catch per-
mit fishing under a multispecies DAS 
exclusively in the NFMA may land up 
to 300 lb (136 kg) tail weight or 996 lb 
(452 kg) whole weight of monkfish per 
DAS, or 25 percent (where the weight of 
all monkfish is converted to tail 
weight) of the total weight of fish on 
board, whichever is less. For the pur-
poses of converting whole weight to 
tail weight, the amount of whole 
weight possessed or landed is divided 
by 3.32. 

(ii) SFMA. If any portion of the trip 
is fished by a vessel issued a monkfish 
incidental catch permit under a multi-
species DAS in the SFMA, the vessel 
may land up to 50 lb (23 kg) tail-weight 
or 166 lb (75 kg) whole weight of 
monkfish per DAS (or any prorated 
combination of tail-weight and whole 
weight based on the conversion factor). 

(2) Scallop dredge vessels fishing under 
a scallop DAS—(i) Prior to May 1, 2002. A 

scallop dredge vessel issued a monkfish 
incidental catch permit fishing under a 
scallop DAS may land up to 300 lb (136 
kg) tail-weight or 996 lb (452 kg) whole 
weight of monkfish per DAS (or any 
prorated combination of tail-weight 
and whole weight based on the conver-
sion factor). 

(ii) From May 1, 2002, and thereafter. A 
scallop dredge vessel issued a monkfish 
incidental catch permit fishing under a 
scallop DAS may land up to 200 lb (91 
kg) tail-weight or 664 lb (301 kg) whole 
weight of monkfish per DAS (or any 
prorated combination of tail-weight 
and whole weight based on the conver-
sion factor). 

(3) Vessels not fishing under a 
monkfish, multispecies or scallop DAS—(i) 
Vessels fishing in the GOM/GB, SNE and 
MA Regulated Mesh Areas with large 
mesh. A vessel issued a valid monkfish 
incidental catch permit and fishing in 
the GOM/GB or SNE RMAs with large 
mesh as defined in § 648.80(a)(2)(i) and 
(b)(2)(i), respectively, or fishing in the 
MA RMA with mesh no smaller than 
specified at § 648.104(a)(1), while not on 
a monkfish, multispecies, or scallop 
DAS, may possess, retain, and land 
monkfish (whole or tails) only up to 5 
percent (where the weight of all 
monkfish is converted to tail weight) 
of the total weight of fish on board. 
For the purposes of converting whole 
weight to tail weight, the amount of 
whole weight possessed or landed is di-
vided by 3.32. 

(ii) [Reserved] 
(4) Vessels fishing with small mesh. A 

vessel issued a valid monkfish inci-
dental catch permit and fishing with 
mesh smaller than the mesh size speci-
fied by area in paragraph (c)(3) of this 
section, while not on a monkfish, 
multispecies, or scallop DAS, may pos-
sess, retain, and land only up to 50 lb 
(23 kg) tail-weight or 166 lb (75 kg) 
whole weight of monkfish per trip. 

(5) Small vessels. A vessel issued a lim-
ited access multispecies permit and a 
valid monkfish incidental catch permit 
that is ≤ 30 feet (9.1 m) in length and 
that elects not to fish under the multi-
species DAS program may possess, re-
tain, and land up to 50 lb (23 kg) tail-
weight or 166 lb (75 kg) whole weight of 
monkfish per trip, regardless of the 
weight of other fish on board.
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(6) Vessels fishing with handgear. A 
vessel issued a valid monkfish inci-
dental catch permit and fishing exclu-
sively with rod and reel or handlines 
with no other fishing gear on board, 
while not on a monkfish, multispecies, 
or scallop DAS, may possess, retain, 
and land up to 50 lb (23 kg) tail-weight 
or 166 lb (75 kg) whole weight of 
monkfish per trip, regardless of the 
weight of other fish on board. 

(7) Scallop dredge vessels fishing under 
a scallop DAS. A scallop dredge vessel 
issued a monkfish incidental catch per-
mit and fishing under a scallop DAS 
may land up to 300 lb (136 kg) tail-
weight or 996 lb (452 kg) whole weight 
of monkfish per DAS (or any prorated 
combination of tail-weight and whole 
weight based on the conversion factor). 

(d) Monkfish liver landing restrictions. 
(1) A vessel authorized to land 
monkfish under this part may possess 
or land monkfish livers up to 25 per-
cent of the tail-weight of monkfish, or 
up to 10 percent of the whole weight of 
monkfish, per trip, except as provided 
under paragraph (d)(2) of this section. 

(2) If a vessel possesses or lands both 
monkfish tails and whole monkfish, 
the vessel may land monkfish livers up 
to 10 percent of the whole weight of 
monkfish per trip using the following 
weight ratio: 

(0.10) x [(tail weight x 3.32) + (whole 
fish x 1)]

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (d)(2): The value 3.32 is 
the live weight conversion for tails and the 
value of 1 is the live weight conversion for 
fish landed in a whole condition.

(e) Transiting. A vessel that has de-
clared into the NFMA for the purpose 
of fishing for monkfish, or a vessel that 
is subject to less restrictive measures 
in the NFMA, may transit the SFMA, 
provided that the vessel does not har-
vest or possess monkfish from the 
SFMA and that the vessel’s fishing 
gear is properly stowed and not avail-
able for immediate use in accordance 
with § 648.23(b). 

(f) Area declaration. Should the trip 
limits specified in paragraphs 
(b)(2)(iii), (iv), (v), and (vi) of this sec-
tion be implemented under paragraph 
(b)(2) of this section, a vessel, in order 
to fish for monkfish under a monkfish 
DAS in the NFMA, must declare into 
that area for a period of not less than 

30 days. A vessel that has not declared 
into the NFMA under this paragraph 
will be presumed to have fished in the 
SFMA under the more restrictive re-
quirements of that area. Such restric-
tions will apply to the entire trip. A 
vessel that has declared its intent to 
fish in the NFMA may transit the 
SFMA, provided that it complies with 
the transiting provisions described in 
paragraph (e) of this section. 

(g) Other landing restrictions. Vessels 
are subject to any other applicable 
landing restrictions of this part. 

[64 FR 54749, Oct. 7, 1999, as amended at 65 FR 
11480, Mar. 3, 2000; 65 FR 37917, June 19, 2000]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 67 FR 35931, May 
22, 2002, § 648.94 was amended by suspending 
paragraphs (b)(1) through (b)(7) and (c)(2), 
and by adding paragraphs (b)(8) through 
(b)(11) and (c)(7), effective May 17, 2002, 
through Nov. 18, 2002.

§ 648.95 [Reserved]

§ 648.96 Monkfish framework speci-
fications. 

(a) Annual review. The Monkfish Mon-
itoring Committee (MFMC) shall meet 
on or before November 15 of each year 
to develop target TACs for the upcom-
ing fishing year and options for 
NEFMC and MAFMC consideration on 
any changes, adjustment, or additions 
to DAS allocations, trip limits, size 
limits, or other measures necessary to 
achieve the Monkfish FMP’s goals and 
objectives. 

(1) The MFMC shall review available 
data pertaining to discards and land-
ings, DAS, and other measures of fish-
ing effort; stock status and fishing 
mortality rates; enforcement of and 
compliance with management meas-
ures; and any other relevant informa-
tion. 

(2) Based on this review, the MFMC 
shall recommend target TACs and de-
velop options necessary to achieve the 
Monkfish FMP’s goals and objectives, 
which may include a preferred option. 
The MFMC must demonstrate through 
analysis and documentation that the 
options it develops are expected to 
meet the Monkfish FMP goals and ob-
jectives. The MFMC may review the 
performance of different user groups or 
fleet sectors in developing options. The 
range of options developed by the

VerDate Dec<13>2002 11:26 Jan 08, 2003 Jkt 197210 PO 00000 Frm 00417 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\197210T.XXX 197210T


