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than 300 ft (91.4 m), or 50 fathoms, in
length.

(ii) Tagging requirements. Beginning
May 1, 2000, all gillnets fished, hauled,
possessed, or deployed by a vessel fish-
ing for monkfish under a monkfish
DAS must have one monkfish tag per
net, with one tag secured to every
other bridle of every net within a
string of nets. Tags must be obtained
as described in §648.4. A vessel operator
must account for all net tags upon re-
quest by an authorized officer.

(iii) Lost tags. A vessel owner or oper-
ator must report lost, destroyed, or
missing tag numbers by letter or fax to
the Regional Administrator within 24
hours after tags have been discovered
lost, destroyed, or missing.

(iv) Replacement tags. A vessel owner
or operator seeking replacement of
lost, destroyed, or missing tags must
request replacement tags by letter or
fax to the Regional Administrator. A
check for the cost of the replacement
tags must be received before the tags
will be re-issued.

(v) Method of counting DAS. A vessel
fishing with gillnet gear under a
monkfish DAS will accrue 15 hours
monkfish DAS for each trip greater
than 3 hours but less than or equal to
15 hours. Such vessel will accrue actual
monkfish DAS time at sea for trips less
than or equal to 3 hours or greater
than 15 hours. A vessel fishing with
gillnet gear under only a monkfish
DAS is not required to remove gillnet
gear from the water upon returning to
the dock and calling out of the DAS
program, provided that the vessel com-
plies with the requirements and condi-
tions of paragraphs (b)(8)(i), (ii), (iii),
(iv), and (v) of this section.

(9) Limited access monkfish permit hold-
ers. For fishing year 2002, all limited
access monkfish permit holders shall
be allocated 40 monkfish DAS. Multi-
species and scallop limited access per-
mit holders who also qualify for a lim-
ited access monkfish permit shall be
allocated up to 40 monkfish DAS, de-
pending on whether they have suffi-
cient multispecies and/or scallop DAS
to use concurrently with their
monkfish DAS, as required by para-
graph (b)(2) of this section.

[64 FR 54748, Oct. 7, 1999, as amended at 67 FR
50323, Aug. 1, 2002]

§648.93

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 67 FR 35931, May
22, 2002, §648.92 was amended by suspending
paragraph (b)(1) and by adding paragraph
(b)(9), effective May 17, 2002, through Nov. 18,
2002.

§648.93 Monkfish minimum fish sizes.

(a) Minimum fish sices. (1) All
monkfish caught in or from the EEZ or
by vessels issued a Federal monkfish
permit must meet the following min-
imum fish size requirements (total
length and tail length) unless such
minimum fish sizes are adjusted pursu-
ant to paragraph (b) of this section:

MINIMUM FISH SIZES
(Total Length/Tail Length)

Total Length Tail Length

17 inches (43.2 cm) 11 inches (27.9 cm)

(2) The minimum fish size applies to
the whole fish (total length) or to the
tail of a fish (tail length) at the time of
landing. Fish or parts of fish, with the
exception of cheeks and livers, must
have skin on while possessed on board
a vessel and at the time of landing in
order to meet minimum size require-
ments. “Skin on’” means the entire
portion of the skin normally attached
to the portion of the fish or fish parts
possessed. Monkfish tails are measured
from the anterior portion of the fourth
cephalic dorsal spine to the end of the
caudal fin. Any tissue anterior to the
fourth dorsal spine is ignored. If the
fourth dorsal spine or the tail is not in-
tact, the minimum size is measured be-
tween the most anterior vertebra and
the most posterior portion of the tail.

(b) Adjustments—(1) Vessels fishing in
the SFMA. (i) Unless the Regional Ad-
ministrator makes the determination
specified in paragraph (b)(1)(ii), begin-
ning on May 1, 2000, the minimum fish
size limit for vessels fishing in the
SFMA, or for vessels not declared into
the NFMA, is 21 inches (563.3 cm) total
length/14 inches (35.6 cm) tail length.

(ii) If, based on landings, projected
landings, and other available data, the
Regional Administrator determines
that the SFMA monkfish catch for the
period May 1, 1999, through April 30,
2000, is less than or equal to the Year 1
SFMA TAC, a notification will be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER speci-
fying the minimum monkfish size limit
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of 17 inches (43.2 cm) total length/11
inches (27.9 cm) tail length for vessels
fishing for, catching, or landing
monkfish in the SFMA.

(2) Vessels fishing in the NFMA. An ad-
justment to the minimum size posses-
sion limits for vessels fishing for,
catching, or landing fish in the SFMA
under paragraph (b)(1) of this section
will not affect the minimum size pos-
session limits for vessels fishing for or
landing monkfish in the NFMA, which
will remain as described in paragraph
(a)(1) of this section. If the size limits
specified in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion become effective for the SFMA, a
vessel intending to fish for and catch
monkfish under a monkfish DAS only
in the NFMA must declare into that
area for a period not less than 30 days
when calling in under the DAS pro-
gram or as otherwise directed by the
Regional Administrator. A vessel that
has not declared into the NFMA under
this paragraph shall be presumed to
have fished in the SFMA and shall be
subject to the more restrictive require-
ments of that area. Such restrictions
shall apply to the entire trip. A vessel
that has declared into the NFMA may
transit the SFMA providing that it
complies with the transiting and gear
storage provisions described in
§648.94(e) and provided that it does not
fish for or catch monkfish, or any
other fish, in the SFMA.

[64 FR 54749, Oct. 7, 1999]

§648.94 Monkfish possession and land-
ing restrictions.

(a) General. Monkfish may be pos-
sessed or landed either as tails only, or
in whole form, or any combination of
the two. When both tails and whole fish
are possessed or landed, the possession
or landing limit for monkfish tails
shall be the difference between the
whole weight limit minus the landing
of whole monkfish, divided by 3.32. A
996 1b (452 kg) whole weight trip limit
and a 600 1b (272 kg) landing of whole
fish shall, for example, allow for a
maximum landing of tails of 119.3 1b
(54.1 kg).

(b) Vessels issued limited access
monkfish permits—(1) Vessels fishing
under the monkfish DAS program prior to
May 1, 2000. For vessels fishing under
the monkfish DAS program prior to

50 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-02 Edition)

May 1, 2000, there is no monkfish trip
limit.

(2) Vessels fishing under the monkfish
DAS program May 1, 2000, and thereafter.
(i) Unless the Regional Administrator
makes the determination specified in
paragraph (b)(2)(ii), the trip limits
specified in paragraphs (b)(2)(iii), (iv),
(v), and (vi) of this section apply to
vessels fishing under the monkfish
DAS program in the SFMA.

(ii) If, based on landings, projected
landings, and other available data, the
Regional Administrator determines
that the SFMA monkfish catch for the
period May 1, 1999, through April 30,
2000, is less than or equal to the Year 1
SFMA TAC, no monkfish trip limit
shall apply to a vessel that is fishing
under a monkfish DAS. Such deter-
mination shall be published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER.

(iii) Category A and C vessels using
trawl gear. Category A and C vessels ex-
clusively using trawl gear during a
monkfish DAS may land up to 1,500 1b
(680 kg) tail-weight or 4,980 1b (2,259 kg)
whole weight of monkfish per DAS (or
any prorated combination of tail-
weight and whole weight based on the
conversion factor).

(iv) Category B and D wvessels using
trawl gear. Category B and D vessels
using exclusively trawl gear during a
monkfish DAS may land up to 1,000 1b
(454 kg) tail-weight or 3,320 1b (1,506 kg)
whole weight of monkfish per DAS (or
any prorated combination of tail-
weight and whole weight based on the
conversion factor).

(v) Vessels using gear other than trawl
gear. Any vessel issued a limited access
monkfish permit and using gear other
than trawl gear during a monkfish
DAS may land up to 300 1b (136 kg) tail-
weight or 996 1b (452 kg) whole weight
of monkfish per DAS (or any prorated
combination of tail-weight and whole
weight based on the conversion factor).

(vi) Administration of landing limits. A
vessel owner or operator may not ex-
ceed the monkfish trip limits as speci-
fied in paragraphs (b)(2)(iii), (iv), and
(v) of this section per monkfish DAS
fished, or any part of a monkfish DAS
fished.

(3) Category C and D wvessels fishing
during a multispecies DAS prior to May 1,
2002—(1i) NFMA. There is no monkfish
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