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Fishery Conservation and Management § 648.88 

specified in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion apply to the Cape Cod Bay Critical 
Habitat Closure Area (copies of a chart 
depicting this area are available from 
the Regional Administrator upon re-
quest), which is the area bounded by 
straight lines connecting the following 
points in the order stated.

CAPE COD BAY CRITICAL HABITAT CLOSURE 
AREA 

Point N. latitude W. longitude 

CCB1 ................................. 42°12′ N 70°30′ W 
CCB2 ................................. 42°12′ N 70°15′ W 
CCB3 ................................. 42°08′ N 70°12.4′ W

Then westerly along the 3 
NM state boundary to.

CCB4 ................................. 42°08′ N 70°30′ W 
Then due north to CCB1.

(2) Great South Channel Critical Habi-
tat Closure Area. From April 1 through 
June 30 of each year, the restrictions 
and requirements specified in para-
graph (b) of this section apply to the 
Great South Channel Critical Habitat 
Closure Area (copies of a chart depict-
ing this area are available from the Re-
gional Administrator upon request), 
which is the area bounded by straight 
lines connecting the following points in 
the order stated.

GREAT SOUTH CHANNEL CRITICAL HABITAT 
CLOSURE AREA 

Point N. latitude W. longitude 

GSC1 ....................... 41°02.2′ N 69°02′ W 
GSC2 ....................... 41°43.5′ N 69°36.3′ W 
GSC3 ....................... 42°10′ N 68°31′ W 
GSC4 ....................... 41°38′ N 68°13′ W 

(c) Framework adjustment. (1) The 
Harbor Porpoise Take Reduction Team 
will provide the NEFMC with the best 
available information on the status of 
Gulf of Maine harbor porpoise, includ-
ing estimates of abundance and esti-
mates of bycatch in the sink gillnet 
fishery. 

(2) After receiving and reviewing the 
Harbor Porpoise Take Review Team’s 
findings and recommendations, the 
NEFMC shall determine whether ad-
justments or additional management 
measures are necessary to avoid incon-
sistencies with the Harbor Porpoise 
Take Reduction Plan. If the NEFMC 
determines that adjustments or addi-
tional management measures are nec-

essary, it shall develop and analyze ap-
propriate management actions over the 
span of at least two NEFMC meetings. 

(3) The NEFMC shall provide the pub-
lic with advance notice of the avail-
ability of the proposals, appropriate ra-
tionale, economic and biological anal-
yses, and opportunity to comment on 
them prior to and at the second 
NEFMC meeting. The NEFMC’s rec-
ommendation on adjustments or addi-
tions to management measures must 
come from one or more of the cat-
egories specified under § 648.90(b)(1). 

(4) If the NEFMC recommends that 
the management measures should be 
issued as a final rule, the NEFMC must 
consider at least the factors specified 
in § 648.90(b)(2). 

(5) The Regional Administrator may 
accept, reject, or with NEFMC ap-
proval, modify the NEFMC’s rec-
ommendation, including the NEFMC’s 
recommendation to issue a final rule, 
as specified under § 648.90(b)(3). 

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 47828, Sept. 11, 1996; 62 FR 52274, Oct. 7, 
1997; 62 FR 52274, Oct. 7, 1997; 63 FR 15333, 
Mar. 31, 1998; 63 FR 19850, Apr. 22, 1998; 64 FR 
15706, Apr. 1, 1999; 64 FR 24077, May 5, 1999; 65 
FR 37916, June 19, 2000]

§ 648.88 Multispecies open access per-
mit restrictions. 

(a) Handgear permit. Beginning Au-
gust 1, 2002, NE multispecies open ac-
cess Handgear permits shall not be 
issued to any vessel that has never 
been issued such permit, or has not 
submitted a complete application for 
such permit as of August 1, 2002. A ves-
sel issued a valid open access NE multi-
species Handgear permit is subject to 
the following restrictions: 

(1) Unless otherwise restricted under 
§ 648.86(h), the vessel may possess and 
land up to 200 lb (90.9 kg) of cod, had-
dock, and yellowtail flounder, com-
bined, one Atlantic halibut, per trip, 
and unlimited amounts of the other NE 
multispecies, provided that the vessel 
does not use or possess on board gear 
other than rod and reel or handlines 
while in possession of, fishing for, or 
landing NE multispecies, and provided 
it has at least one standard tote on 
board.
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(2) A vessel may not fish for, possess, 
or land regulated species from March 1 
through March 20 of each year. 

(b) Charter/party permit. A vessel that 
has been issued a valid open access 
multispecies charter/party permit is 
subject to the additional restrictions 
on gear, recreational minimum fish 
sizes, possession limits, and prohibi-
tions on sale specified in § 648.89, and 
any other applicable provisions of this 
part. 

(c) Scallop multispecies possession limit 
permit. A vessel that has been issued a 
valid open access scallop multispecies 
possession limit permit may possess 
and land up to 300 lb (136.1 kg) of regu-
lated species when fishing under a scal-
lop DAS allocated under § 648.53, pro-
vided the vessel does not fish for, pos-
sess, or land haddock from January 1 
through June 30, as specified under 
§ 648.86(a)(2)(i), and provided that the 
amount of yellowtail flounder on board 
the vessel does not exceed the trip lim-
itations specified in § 648.86(h) and pro-
vided the vessel has at least one stand-
ard tote on board. 

(d) Non-regulated multispecies permit. A 
vessel issued a valid open access non-
regulated multispecies permit may 
possess and land one Atlantic halibut 
and unlimited amounts of the other 
nonregulated multispecies. The vessel 
is subject to restrictions on gear, area, 
and time of fishing specified in § 648.80 
and any other applicable provisions of 
this part. 

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 39910, July 31, 1996; 64 FR 24078, May 5, 
1999; 64 FR 31151, June 10, 1999; 64 FR 55827, 
Oct. 15, 1999; 65 FR 380, Jan. 5, 2000; 65 FR 
37917, June 19, 2000; 66 FR 24060, May 11, 2001; 
67 FR 50322, Aug. 1, 2002]

§ 648.89 Recreational and charter/
party restrictions. 

(a) Recreational gear restrictions. Per-
sons aboard charter or party vessels 
permitted under this part and not fish-
ing under the DAS program, and rec-
reational fishing vessels in the EEZ, 
are prohibited from fishing with more 
than two hooks per line and one line 
per angler and must stow all other fish-
ing gear on board the vessel as speci-
fied under § 648.23(b). 

(b) Recreational minimum fish sizes— 
(1) Minimum fish sizes. Persons aboard 

charter or party vessels permitted 
under this part and not fishing under 
the NE multispecies DAS program, and 
private recreational fishing vessels in 
the EEZ, may not retain fish smaller 
than the minimum fish sizes, measured 
in total length (TL) as follows:

MINIMUM FISH SIZES (TL) FOR CHARTER, 
PARTY, AND PRIVATE RECREATIONAL VESSELS 

Species Sizes (inches) 

Cod .............................................................. 23 (58.4 cm) 
Haddock ....................................................... 23 (58.4 cm) 
Pollock ......................................................... 19 (48.3 cm) 
Witch flounder (gray sole) ........................... 14 (35.6 cm) 
Yellowtail flounder ....................................... 13 (33.0 cm) 
Atlantic halibut ............................................. 36 (91.4 cm) 
American plaice (dab) ................................. 14 (35.6 cm) 
Winter flounder (blackback) ......................... 12 (30.5 cm) 
Redfish ......................................................... 9 (22.9 cm) 

(2) Exception. Vessels may possess fil-
lets less than the minimum size speci-
fied, if the fillets are taken from legal-
sized fish and are not offered or in-
tended for sale, trade or barter. 

(c) Cod and haddock possession restric-
tions—(1) Private recreational vessels. (i) 
Each person on a private recreational 
vessel may possess per trip no more 
than 10 cod and/or haddock, combined, 
in, or harvested from the EEZ, unless 
further restricted under paragraph 
(c)(1)(ii) of this section. 

(ii) During the period December 1 
through March 31, each person on a pri-
vate recreational vessel fishing any 
part of a trip in the GOM Regulated 
Mesh Area as defined in § 648.80(a)(1), 
may possess no more than 10 cod and/or 
haddock combined, no more than 5 of 
which may be cod, in, or harvested 
from the EEZ. 

(iii) For purposes of counting fish, 
fillets will be converted to whole fish 
at the place of landing by dividing the 
number of fillets by two. If fish are 
filleted into a single (butterfly) fillet, 
such fillet shall be deemed to be from 
one whole fish. 

(iv) Cod and haddock harvested by 
private recreational vessels with more 
than one person aboard may be pooled 
in one or more containers. Compliance 
with the possession limit will be deter-
mined by dividing the number of fish 
on board by the number of persons on 
board. If there is a violation of the pos-
session limit on board a vessel carrying 
more than one person, the violation
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