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(2) [Reserved] 

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 14649, Mar. 27, 1997; 62 FR 37156, July 11, 
1997; 63 FR 27485, May 19, 1998; 64 FR 57594, 
Oct. 26, 1999]

§ 648.74 Shucking at sea. 

(a) Observers. (1) The Regional Ad-
ministrator may allow the shucking of 
surf clams or ocean quahogs at sea if 
he/she determines that an observer car-
ried aboard the vessel can measure ac-
curately the total amount of surf 
clams and ocean quahogs harvested in 
the shell prior to shucking. 

(2) Any vessel owner may apply in 
writing to the Regional Administrator 
to shuck surf clams or ocean quahogs 
at sea. The application shall specify: 
Name and address of the applicant, per-
mit number of the vessel, method of 
calculating the amount of surf clams 
or ocean quahogs harvested in the 
shell, vessel dimensions and accom-
modations, and length of fishing trip. 

(3) The Regional Administrator shall 
provide an observer to any vessel 
owner whose application is approved. 
The owner shall pay all reasonable ex-
penses of carrying the observer on 
board the vessel. 

(4) Any observer shall certify at the 
end of each trip the amount of surf 
clams or ocean quahogs harvested in 
the shell by the vessel. Such certifi-
cation shall be made by the observer’s 
signature on the daily fishing log re-
quired by § 648.7. 

(b) Conversion factor. (1) Based on the 
recommendation of the MAFMC, the 
Regional Administrator may allow 
shucking at sea of surf clams or ocean 
quahogs, with or without an observer, 
if he/she determines a conversion fac-
tor for shucked meats to calculate ac-
curately the amount of surf clams or 
ocean quahogs harvested in the shell. 

(2) The Regional Administrator shall 
publish notification in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER specifying a conversion fac-
tor together with the data used in its 
calculation for a 30-day comment pe-
riod. After consideration of the public 
comments and any other relevant data, 
the Regional Administrator may pub-
lish final notification in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER specifying the conversion 
factor. 

(3) If the Regional Administrator 
makes the determination specified in 
paragraph (b)(1) of this section, he/she 
may authorize the vessel owner to 
shuck surf clams or ocean quahogs at 
sea. Such authorization shall be in 
writing and be carried aboard the ves-
sel.

§ 648.75 Cage identification. 
Except as provided in § 648.76, the fol-

lowing cage identification require-
ments apply to all vessels issued a Fed-
eral fishing permit for surf clams and 
ocean quahogs: 

(a) Tagging. Before offloading, all 
cages that contain surf clams or ocean 
quahogs must be tagged with tags ac-
quired annually under paragraph (b) of 
this section. A tag must be fixed on or 
as near as possible to the upper cross-
bar of the cage for every 60 ft 3 (1,700 L), 
or portion thereof, of the cage. A tag or 
tags must not be removed until the 
cage is emptied by the processor, at 
which time the processor must prompt-
ly remove and retain the tag(s) for col-
lection or disposal as specified by the 
Regional Administrator. 

(b) Issuance. The Regional Adminis-
trator will issue a supply of tags to 
each individual vessel owner qualifying 
for an allocation under § 648.70 prior to 
the beginning of each fishing year or 
he/she may specify, in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER, a vendor from whom the 
tags shall be purchased. The number of 
tags will be based on the owner’s allo-
cation. Each tag represents 32 bu (1,700 
L) of allocation. 

(c) Expiration. Tags will expire at the 
end of the fishing year for which they 
are issued, or if rendered null and void 
in accordance with 15 CFR part 904. 

(d) Return. Tags that have been ren-
dered null and void must be returned to 
the Regional Administrator, if pos-
sible. 

(e) Loss. Loss or theft of tags must be 
reported by the owner, numerically 
identifying the tags to the Regional 
Administrator by telephone as soon as 
the loss or theft is discovered and in 
writing within 24 hours. Thereafter, 
the reported tags shall no longer be 
valid for use under this part. 

(f) Replacement. Lost or stolen tags 
may be replaced by the Regional Ad-
ministrator if proper notice of the loss
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