Fishery Conservation and Management

under section 305(e) of the Magnuson
Act.

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 1404, Jan. 10, 1997; 64 FR 14839, Mar. 29,
1999]

§ 648.57 Closed and regulated areas.

(a) Hudson Canyon Sea Scallop Access
Area. Through February 28, 2003, except
as provided in §§ 648.52 and 648.58, no
vessel may fish for scallops in or land
scallops from the area known as the
Hudson Canyon Sea Scallop Access
Area, and no vessel may possess scal-
lops in the Hudson Canyon Sea Scallop
Access Area, unless such vessel is only
transiting the area with all fishing
gear unavailable for immediate use as
defined in § 648.23(b), or, there is a com-
pelling safety reason to be in such
areas without all such gear being un-
available for immediate use. The Hud-
son Canyon Sea Scallop Access Area
(copies of a chart depicting this area
are available from the Regional Ad-
ministrator upon request) is defined by
straight lines connecting the following
points in the order stated:

Point Latitude Longitude
H1 39 30" N. 73 10" W.
H2 39 30" N. 72 30" W.
H3 38 30'N. 73 30" W.
H4 38 40" N. 73 50" W.

(b) Virginia Beach Sea Scallop Access
Area. Through February 28, 2003, except
as provided in §§ 648.52 and 648.58, no
vessel may fish for scallops in or land
scallops from the area known as the
Virginia Beach Sea Scallop Access
Area, and no vessel may possess scal-
lops in the Virginia Beach Sea Scallop
Access Area, unless such vessel is only
transiting the areas with all fishing
gear unavailable for immediate use as
defined in § 648.23(b), or, there is a com-
pelling safety reason to be in such
areas without all such gear being un-
available for immediate use. The Vir-
ginia Beach Sea Scallop Access Area
(copies of a chart depicting this area
are available from the Regional Ad-
ministrator upon request) is defined by
straight lines connecting the following
points in the order stated:

Point Latitude Longitude
Vi 37 00" N. 74 55' W.
V2 37 00" N. 74 35" W.

§648.58

Point Latitude Longitude
V3 36 25' N. 74 45" W.
V4 36 25' N. 74 55' W.

[66 FR 45785, Aug. 30, 2001]

§648.58 Sea Scallop Area Access Pro-
gram.

(a) Eligibility. Vessels issued a limited
access scallop permit are eligible to
participate in the Sea Scallop Area Ac-
cess Program, and may fish in the Sea
Scallop Access Areas, as described in §
648.57 of this section, for the times
specified in paragraph (c)(1) of this sec-
tion, when fishing under a scallop DAS,
and while complying with the require-
ments of this section. Copies of a chart
depicting these areas are available
from the Regional Administrator upon
request.

(b) Sea Scallop Access Areas—(1) Hud-
son Canyon Sea Scallop Access Area. Eli-
gible vessels, as specified in paragraph
(a) of this section, may fish for, pos-
sess, and retain sea scallops in excess
of the possession limit specified in
§648.52(e) in or from in the Hudson Can-
yon Sea Scallop Access Area, which is
the area described in §648.57(a).

(2) Virginia Beach Sea Scallop Access
Area. Eligible vessels, as specified in
paragraph (a) of this section, may fish
for, possess, and retain sea scallops in
excess of the possession limit specified
in §648.52(e) in or from the Virginia
Beach Sea Scallop Access Area, which
is the area described in §648.57(b).

(c) Sea Scallop Area Access Season and
Requirements. To fish in the Sea Scallop
Access Areas under the Sea Scallop
Area Access Program, eligible vessels
must fish during the Season specified
in paragraph (c)(1) of this section and
must comply with the requirements
specified in paragraphs (c)(2) through
(c)(4) of this section:

(1) Season—(i) Fishing year 2001. From
May 1, 2001 through February 28, 2002,
vessels participating in the Sea Scallop
Area Access Program may fish for or
possess sea scallop in or from the re-
spective Sea Scallop Access Areas spec-
ified in § 648.57 of this section, unless
access to these areas is terminated as
specified in paragraph (f) of this sec-
tion.

(ii) Fishing year 2002. From March 1,
2002, through February 28, 2003, vessels
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