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Fishery Conservation and Management § 648.230

Subpart L—Management Meas-
ures for the Spiny Dogfish Fish-
ery

SOURCE: 65 FR 1570, Jan. 11, 2000, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 648.230 Catch quotas and other re-
strictions. 

(a) Annual review. The Spiny Dogfish 
Monitoring Committee will annually 
review the following data, subject to 
availability, to determine the total al-
lowable level of landings (TAL) and 
other restrictions necessary to assure a 
target fishing mortality rate (F) of 0.2 
in 1999 through April 30, 2000, a target 
F of 0.03 from May 1, 2000, through 
April 30, 2004, and a target F of 0.08 
thereafter will not be exceeded: Com-
mercial and recreational catch data; 
current estimates of F; stock status; 
recent estimates of recruitment; vir-
tual population analysis results; levels 
of noncompliance by fishermen or indi-
vidual states; impact of size/mesh regu-
lations; sea sampling data; impact of 
gear other than otter trawls and gill 
nets on the mortality of spiny dogfish; 
and any other relevant information. 

(b) Recommended measures. Based on 
this review, the Spiny Dogfish Moni-
toring Committee shall recommend to 
the Joint Spiny Dogfish Committee a 
commercial quota and any other meas-
ures including those in paragraphs 
(b)(1)-(b)(5) of this section that are nec-
essary to assure that the F specified in 
paragraph (a) of this section for the up-
coming fishing year (May 1 through 
April 30) will not be exceeded. The 
quota may be set within the range of 
zero to the maximum allowed. The 
measures that may be recommended 
include, but are not limited to: 

(1) Minimum or maximum fish sizes; 
(2) Seasons; 
(3) Mesh size restrictions; 
(4) Trip limits; or 
(5) Other gear restrictions. 
(c) Annual fishing measures. The 

Councils’ Joint Spiny Dogfish Com-
mittee shall review the recommenda-
tions of the Spiny Dogfish Monitoring 
Committee. Based on these rec-
ommendations and any public com-
ments, the Joint Spiny Dogfish Com-
mittee shall recommend to the Coun-
cils a commercial quota and, possibly, 

other measures, including those speci-
fied in paragraph (b) of this section, 
necessary to assure that the F specified 
in paragraph (a) of this section for the 
upcoming fishing year (May 1 through 
April 30) will not be exceeded. The 
commercial quota may be set within 
the range of zero to the maximum al-
lowed. The Councils shall review these 
recommendations and, based on the 
recommendations and any public com-
ments, recommend to the Regional Ad-
ministrator a commercial quota and 
other measures necessary to assure 
that the F specified in paragraph (a) of 
this section for the upcoming fishing 
year will not be exceeded. The Coun-
cils’ recommendations must include 
supporting documentation, as appro-
priate, concerning the environmental, 
economic, and other impacts of the 
recommendations. The Regional Ad-
ministrator shall initiate a review of 
these recommendations and may mod-
ify the recommended quota and other 
management measures to assure that 
the target F specified in paragraph (a) 
of this section will not be exceeded. 
The Regional Administrator may mod-
ify the Councils’ recommendations 
using any of the measures that were 
not rejected by both Councils. After 
such review, NMFS shall publish a pro-
posed rule in the FEDERAL REGISTER 
specifying a coastwide commercial 
quota and other measures necessary to 
assure that the F specified in para-
graph (a) of this section will not be ex-
ceeded. After considering public com-
ments, NMFS shall publish a final rule 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER to implement 
such a quota and other measures. 

(d) Distribution of annual quota. (1) 
The annual quota specified according 
to the process outlined in paragraph (a) 
of this section shall be allocated be-
tween two semi-annual quota periods 
as follows: May 1 through October 31 
(57.9 percent) and November 1 through 
April 30 (42.1 percent). 

(2) All spiny dogfish landed for a 
commercial purpose in the states from 
Maine through Florida shall be applied 
against the applicable semi-annual 
commercial quota, regardless of where 
the spiny dogfish were harvested. 

[65 FR 1570, Jan. 11, 2000, as amended at 66 
FR 22476, May 4, 2001; 67 FR 30616, May 7, 
2002]
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