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than 70 percent will be reallocated to
Quarter III (e.g., if the Quarter I quota
was 100,000 1b (220,462 kg) and 50,000 1b
(110,231 kg) was landed, then the re-
maining Quarter I quota, up to 70 per-
cent, or 20,000 1b (44,092 kg), would be
reallocated to Quarter III. A balance of
30 percent, or 30,000 1b (66,139 kg), would
remain in Quarter I).

(g) Research quota. Prior to the Coun-
cil’s quota-setting meetings:

(1) NMFS will publish a Request for
Proposals (RFP) in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER, consistent with procedures and
requirements established by the NOAA
Grants Office, to solicit proposals from
industry for the upcoming fishing year,
based on research priorities identified
by the Council.

(2) NMFS will convene a review panel
including the Council’s Comprehensive
Management Committee, as well as
technical experts, to review proposals
submitted in response to the RFP.

(i) Each panel member will rec-
ommend which research proposals
should be authorized to utilize research
quota, based on the selection criteria
described in the RFP.

(ii) The Regional Administrator and
the NOAA Grants Office will consider
each panel member’s recommendation,
provide final approval of the projects
and exempt selected vessel(s) from reg-
ulations specified in each of the respec-
tive FMPs through written notification
to the project proponent.

(3) The grant awards approved under
the RFPs will be for the upcoming fish-
ing year. Proposals to fund research
that would start prior to, or that would
end after the fishing year, will not be
eligible for consideration. All research
and/or compensation trips will have to
be completed within the fishing year
for which the research grant was
awarded.

(4) Research projects will be con-
ducted in accordance with provisions
approved and provided in an Exempted
Fishing Permit (EFP) issued by the Re-
gional Administrator.

(b) If a proposal is disapproved by the
Regional Administrator or the NOAA
Grants Office, the Regional Adminis-
trator will reallocate the disapproved
research quota to the respective com-
mercial and recreational fisheries dur-
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ing the proposed rule comment period
for the annual specifications.

(6) Vessels participating in approved
research projects may be exempted
from certain management measures by
the Regional Administrator, provided
that one of the following analyses of
the impacts associated with the exemp-
tions is provided:

(i) The analysis of the impacts of the
requested exemptions is included as
part of the annual quota specification
packages submitted by the Council; or

(ii) For proposals that require exemp-
tions that extend beyond the scope of
the analysis provided by the Council,
applicants may be required to provide
additional analysis of impacts of the
exemptions before issuance of an EFP
will be considered, as specified in the
EFP regulations at §648.745(b).

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 8637, Feb. 26, 1997; 64 FR 57593, Oct. 26,
1999; 65 FR 16345, Mar. 28, 2000; 65 FR 55927,
Sept. 15, 2000; 66 FR 13028, Mar. 2, 2001; 66 FR
356566, July 6, 2001; 66 FR 42159, Aug. 10, 2001;
67 FR 3627, Jan. 25, 2002; 67 FR 44394, July 2,
2002]

§648.22 Closure of the fishery.

(a) General. NMFS shall close the di-
rected mackerel fishery in the EEZ
when U.S. fishermen have harvested 80
percent of the DAH of that fishery if
such closure is necessary to prevent
the DAH from being exceeded. The clo-
sure shall remain in effect for the re-
mainder of the fishing year, with inci-
dental catches allowed as specified in
paragraph (c¢) of this section, until the
entire DAH is attained. When the Re-
gional Administrator projects that
DAH will be attained for mackerel,
NMFS will close the mackerel fishery
in the EEZ, and the incidental catches
specified for mackerel in paragraph (c)
of this section will be prohibited.
NMFS will close the directed fishery in
the EEZ for Loligo when 80 percent is
harvested in Quarters I, II and III, and
when 95 percent of the total annual
DAH has been harvested. The closure of
the directed fishery will be in effect for
the remainder of the fishing year, with
incidental catches allowed as specified
in paragraph (c) of this section. NMFS
will close the directed fishery in the
EEZ for Illex or butterfish when 95 per-
cent of the DAH has been harvested.
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The closure of the directed fishery will
be in effect for the remainder of the
fishing year, with incidental catches
allowed as specified in paragraph (c) of
this section.

(b) Notification. Upon determining
that a closure is necessary, the Assist-
ant Administrator will notify, in ad-
vance of the closure, the Executive Di-
rectors of the MAFMC, NEFMC, and
SAFMC; mail notification of the clo-
sure to all holders of mackerel, squid,
and butterfish fishery permits at least
72 hours before the effective date of the
closure; provide adequate notice of the
closure to recreational participants in
the fishery; and publish notification of
closure in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

(c) Incidental catches. During the clo-
sure of the directed fishery for mack-
erel, the possession limit for mackerel
is 10 percent by weight of the total
amount of fish on board. During a pe-
riod of closure of the directed fishery
for Loligo, Illex, or butterfish, the pos-
session limit for Loligo and butterfish
is 2,500 1b (1.13 mt) each, and the pos-
session limit for Illex is 5,000 1b (2.27
mt). Vessels may not land more than
these limits during any single calendar
day, which is defined as the 24-hour pe-
riod beginning at 0001 hours and ending
at 2400 hours.

[61 FR 34968, July 3, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 8637, Feb. 26, 1997; 656 FR 16345, Mar. 28,
2000; 65 FR 81765, Dec. 27, 2000; 66 FR 13028,
Mar. 2, 2001]

§648.23 Gear restrictions.

(a) Mesh restrictions and exemptions.
Owners or operators of otter trawl ves-
sels possessing Loligo harvested in or
from the EEZ may only fish with nets
having a minimum mesh size of 1%
inches (48 mm) diamond mesh, inside
stretch measure, applied throughout
the codend for at least 150 continuous
meshes forward of the terminus of the
net, or for codends with less than 150
meshes, the minimum mesh size
codend shall be a minimum of one-
third of the net measured from the ter-
minus of the codend to the head rope,
unless they are fishing during the
months of June, July, August, and Sep-
tember for Illex seaward of the fol-
lowing coordinates (copies of a map de-
picting this area are available from the
Regional Administrator upon request):

§648.23
Point N. Lat. W. Long.

43°58.0 67°22.0'
43°50.0' 68°35.0"
43°30.0' 69°40.0"
43°20.0' 70°00.0"
42°45.0' 70°10.0
42°13.0' 69°55.0"
41°00.0' 69°00.0"
41°45.0' 68°15.0"
42°10.0 67°10.0'
41°18.6' 66°24.8"
40°55.5' 66°38.0"
40°45.5' 68°00.0
40°37.0 68°00.0
40°30.0' 69°00.0"
40°22.7' 69°00.0"
40°18.7" 69°40.0"
40°21.0' 71°03.0"
39°41.0' 72°32.0"
38°47.0" 73°11.0"
38°04.0" 74°06.0"
37°08.0 74°46.0'
36°00.0' 74°52.0"
35°45.0' 74°53.0"
35°28.0" 74°52.0'

Vessels fishing under this exemption
may not have available for immediate
use, as defined in paragraph (b) of this
section, any net, or any piece of net,
with a mesh size less than 1% inches (48
mm) diamond mesh or any net, or any
piece of net, with mesh that is rigged
in a manner that is inconsistent with
such minimum mesh size, when the
vessel is landward of the specified co-
ordinates.

(b) Definition of ‘‘not available for
immediate use.” Gear that is shown
not to have been in recent use and that
is stowed in conformance with one of
the following methods is considered to
be not available for immediate use:

(1) Nets. (i) Below deck stowage. (A) It
is stored below the main working deck
from which it is deployed and re-
trieved;

(B) The towing wires, including the
leg wires, are detached from the net;
and

(C) It is fan-folded (flaked) and bound
around its circumference.

(ii) On-deck stowage. (A) It is fan-fold-
ed (flaked) and bound around its cir-
cumference;

(B) It is securely fastened to the deck
or rail of the vessel; and

(C) The towing wires, including the
leg wires, are detached from the net.

(iii) Omn-reel stowage. (A) It is on a
reel, its entire surface is covered with
canvas or other similar material, and
the canvas or other material is se-
curely bound;
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