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Fishery Conservation and Management § 648.122 

error to the appropriate quota alloca-
tion. The Regional Administrator will 
publish a notice in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER announcing the restoration. 

(e) Research quota. See § 648.21(g). 

[61 FR 43426, Aug. 23, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 27984, May 22, 1997; 65 FR 33497, May 24, 
2000; 66 FR 12911, Mar. 1, 2001; 66 FR 42161, 
Aug. 10, 2001; 66 FR 45187, Aug. 28, 2001; 67 FR 
6880, Feb. 14, 2002]

§ 648.121 Closures. 

(a) Period closures. The Regional Ad-
ministrator will monitor the harvest of 
commercial quota for each quota pe-
riod based on dealer reports, state 
data, and other available information 
and shall determine the date when the 
commercial quota for a period will be 
harvested. NMFS shall close the EEZ 
to fishing for scup by commercial ves-
sels for the remainder of the indicated 
period by publishing notification in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER advising that, effec-
tive upon a specific date, the commer-
cial quota for that period has been har-
vested, and notifying vessel and dealer 
permit holders that no commercial 
quota is available for landing scup for 
the remainder of the period. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[62 FR 27985, May 22, 1997, as amended at 65 
FR 33497, May 24, 2000]

§ 648.122 Time and area restrictions. 

(a) Southern Gear Restricted Area–(1) 
Restrictions. From January 1 through 
March 15, all trawl vessels in the 
Southern Gear Restricted Area that 
fish for or possess non-exempt species 
as specified in paragraph (a)(2) of this 
section must fish with nets that have a 
minimum mesh size of 4.5 inches (11.43 
cm) diamond mesh, applied throughout 
the codend for at least 75 continuous 
meshes forward of the terminus of the 
net. For codends with fewer than 75 
meshes, the minimum-mesh-size 
codend must be a minimum of one-
third of the net, measured from the 
terminus of the codend to the 
headrope, excluding any turtle ex-
cluder device extension, unless other-
wise specified in this section. The 
Southern Gear Restricted Area is an 
area bounded by straight lines con-
necting the following points in the 
order stated (copies of a chart depict-

ing the area are available from the Re-
gional Administrator upon request):

SOUTHERN GEAR RESTRICTED AREA 

Point N. Lat. W. Long. 

SGA1 39°20′ 72°50′ 
SGA2 39°20′ 72°25′ 
SGA3 38°00′ 73°55′ 
SGA4 37°00′ 74°40′ 
SGA5 36°30′ 74°40′ 
SGA6 36°30′ 75°00′ 
SGA7 37°00′ 75°00′ 
SGA8 38°00′ 74°20′ 
SGA1 39°20′ 72°50′

(2) Non-exempt species. Unless other-
wise specified in paragraph (d) of this 
section, the restrictions specified in 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section apply 
only to vessels in the Southern Gear 
Restricted Area that are fishing for or 
in possession of the following non-ex-
empt species: Loligo squid, black sea 
bass and silver hake (whiting). 

(b) Northern Gear Restricted Area I–(1) 
Restrictions. From November 1 through 
December 31, all trawl vessels in the 
Northern Gear Restricted Area I that 
fish for or possess non-exempt species 
as specified in paragraph (b)(2) of this 
section must fish with nets that have a 
minimum mesh size of 4.5 inches (11.43 
cm) diamond mesh, applied throughout 
the codend for at least 75 continuous 
meshes forward of the terminus of the 
net. For codends with fewer than 75 
meshes, the minimum-mesh-size 
codend must be a minimum of one-
third of the net, measured from the 
terminus of the codend to the 
headrope, excluding any turtle ex-
cluder device extension, unless other-
wise specified in this section. The 
Northern Gear Restricted Area I is an 
area bounded by straight lines con-
necting the following points in the 
order stated (copies of a chart depict-
ing the area are available from the Re-
gional Administrator upon request):

NORTHERN GEAR RESTRICTED AREA I 

Point N. Lat. W. Long. 

NGA1 41°00′ 71°00′ 
NGA2 41°00′ 71°30′ 
SGA3 40°00′ 72°40′ 
SGA4 40°00′ 72°05′ 
NGA1 41°00′ 71°00′

(2) Non-exempt species. Unless other-
wise specified in paragraph (d) of this
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