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a consular officer or consular agent of 
the United States certifying that no 
portion of the shipment is composed of 
fish taken prior to or during the im-
port restriction.

§ 635.41 Species subject to documenta-
tion requirements. 

Imports into the United States and 
exports or re-exports from the United 
States of all bluefin tuna or bluefin 
tuna products, regardless of ocean area 
of catch, are subject to the documenta-
tion requirements of this subpart. 

(a) Documentation is required for 
bluefin tuna identified by the following 
item numbers from the Harmonized 
Tariff Schedule: 

(1) Fresh or chilled bluefin tuna , ex-
cluding fillets and other fish meat, No. 
0302.39.00.20. 

(2) Frozen bluefin tuna, excluding fil-
lets, No. 0303.49.00.20. 

(b) In addition, bluefin tuna products 
in other forms (e.g., chunks, fillets, 
canned) listed under any other item 
numbers from the Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule are subject to the documenta-
tion requirements of this subpart, ex-
cept that fish parts other than meat 
(e.g., heads, eyes, roe, guts, tails) may 
be allowed entry without said statis-
tical documentation. 

(c) Southern bluefin tuna (Thunnus 
maccoyii) may be allowed entry without 
the statistical documentation required 
under this section. 

[64 FR 29135, May 28, 1999, as amended at 66 
FR 42805, Aug. 15, 2001]

§ 635.42 Documentation requirements. 

(a) Bluefin tuna imports. (1) Imports 
of all bluefin tuna products into the 
United States must be accompanied at 
the time of entry (filing of Customs 
Form 7501 or electronic equivalent) by 
an original completed approved BSD 
with the information and exporter’s 
certification specified in § 635.43(a). 
Customs Form 7501 can be obtained by 
contacting U.S. Customs at http://
www.customs.treas.gov/order.htm. 
Such information must be validated as 
specified in § 635.44(a) by a responsible 
government official of the country 
whose flag vessel caught the bluefin 
tuna (regardless of where the fish are 
first landed). 

(2) Bluefin tuna imported into the 
United States from a country requiring 
a BSD tag on all such bluefin tuna 
available for sale must be accompanied 
by the appropriate BSD tag issued by 
that country, and said BSD tag must 
remain on any bluefin tuna until it 
reaches its final import destination. If 
the final import destination is the 
United States, the BSD tag must re-
main on the bluefin tuna until it is cut 
into portions. If the bluefin tuna por-
tions are subsequently packaged for do-
mestic commercial use or re-export, 
the BSD tag number and the issuing 
country must be written legibly and in-
delibly on the outside of the package. 

(3) A dealer who sells bluefin tuna 
that was previously imported into the 
United States for domestic commercial 
use must provide on the original BSD 
that accompanied the import shipment 
the correct information and importer’s 
certification specified in § 635.43(a)(13) 
and must note on the top of the BSD 
the entry number assigned at the time 
of filing the entry summary. The origi-
nal of the completed BSD must be post-
marked and mailed, or faxed, by said 
dealer to NMFS at an address des-
ignated by NMFS within 24 hours of 
the time the bluefin tuna was imported 
into the United States. 

(b) Bluefin tuna exports. (1) A dealer 
who exports bluefin tuna that was har-
vested by U.S. vessels and first landed 
in the United States must complete an 
original numbered BSD issued to that 
dealer by NMFS. Such an individually 
numbered document is not transferable 
and may be used only once by the deal-
er to which it was issued to report on 
a specific export shipment. A dealer 
must provide on the BSD the correct 
information and exporter certification 
specified in § 635.43(a). The BSD must 
be validated as specified in § 635.44(b). A 
list of such officials may be obtained 
by contacting NMFS. A dealer request-
ing U.S. Government validation for ex-
ports should notify NMFS as soon as 
possible after arrival of the vessel to 
avoid delays in inspection and valida-
tion of the export shipment. 

(2) A dealer who re-exports bluefin 
tuna that was previously imported into 
the United States through filing an 
entry summary (Customs Form 7501 or 
electronic equivalent) must provide on
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the original BSD that accompanied the 
import shipment the correct informa-
tion and intermediate importer’s cer-
tification specified in § 635.43(a)(13) and 
must note on the top of the BSD the 
entry number assigned at the time of 
filing the entry summary. This require-
ment does not apply to bluefin tuna 
destined from one foreign country to 
another which transits the United 
States and for which an entry sum-
mary (Customs Form 7501 or electronic 
equivalent) is not filed and for which a 
Shipper’s Export Declaration for in-
transit merchandise (Customs Form 
7513 or electronic equivalent) is filed. 
Customs Form 7513 can be obtained by 
contacting U.S. Customs at http://
www.customs.treas.gov/order.htm. 

(3) A dealer must submit the original 
of the completed BSD to accompany 
the shipment of bluefin tuna to its ex-
port or re-export destination. A copy of 
the BSD completed as specified under 
paragraph (b)(1) or (b)(2) of this section 
must be postmarked and mailed by said 
dealer to NMFS, at an address des-
ignated by NMFS, within 24 hours of 
the time the bluefin tuna was exported 
or re-exported from the United States. 

(c) Recordkeeping. A dealer must re-
tain at his or her principal place of 
business a copy of each BSD required 
to be submitted to NMFS pursuant to 
this section for a period of 2 years from 
the date on which it was submitted to 
NMFS. 

[64 FR 29135, May 28, 1999, as amended at 66 
FR 42805, Aug. 15, 2001]

§ 635.43 Contents of documentation. 
(a) A BSD, to be deemed complete, 

must state: 
(1) The document number assigned by 

the country issuing the document. 
(2) The name of the country issuing 

the document, which must be the coun-
try whose flag vessel harvested the 
bluefin tuna , regardless of where the 
bluefin tuna is first landed. 

(3) The name of the vessel that 
caught the fish and the vessel’s reg-
istration number, if applicable. 

(4) The name of the owner of the trap 
that caught the fish, if applicable. 

(5) The point of export, which is the 
city, state or province, and country 
from which the bluefin tuna is first ex-
ported. 

(6) The product type (fresh or frozen) 
and product form (round, gilled and 
gutted, dressed, fillet, or other). 

(7) The method of fishing used to har-
vest the fish (e.g., purse seine, trap, rod 
and reel). 

(8) The ocean area from which the 
fish was harvested (i.e., western Atlan-
tic, eastern Atlantic, Mediterranean, 
or Pacific). 

(9) The weight of each fish (in kilo-
grams for the same product form pre-
viously specified). 

(10) The identifying BSD tag number, 
if landed by vessels from countries 
with tagging programs. 

(11) The name and license number of, 
and be signed and dated in the export-
er’s certification block by, the ex-
porter. 

(12) If applicable, the name and title 
of, and be signed and dated in the vali-
dation block by, a responsible govern-
ment official of the country whose flag 
vessel caught the bluefin tuna (regard-
less of where the bluefin tuna are first 
landed) or by an official of an institu-
tion accredited by said government, 
with official government or accredited 
institution seal affixed, thus validating 
the information on the BSD. 

(13) As applicable, the name(s) and 
address(es), including the name of the 
city and state or province of import, 
and the name(s) of the intermediate 
country(ies) or the name of the coun-
try of final destination, and license 
number(s) of, and be signed and dated 
in the importer’s certification block by 
each intermediate and the final im-
porter. 

(b) An approved BSD may be ob-
tained from NMFS to accompany ex-
ports of bluefin tuna from the United 
States. A bluefin tuna dealer in a coun-
try that does not provide an approved 
BSD to exporters may obtain an ap-
proved BSD from NMFS to accompany 
exports to the United States. 

(c) A dealer who exports bluefin tuna 
to the United States may use the ap-
proved BSD obtainable from NMFS or 
a document developed by the country 
of export, if that country submits a 
copy to the ICCAT Executive Secre-
tariat and NMFS concurs with the 
ICCAT Secretariat’s determination
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