Fishery Conservation and Management

vessel permit number permanently af-
fixed so as to be easily distinguished,
located, and identified; an identifica-
tion tag issued by the RA may be used
for this purpose but is not required.

(i1) Associated buoys. A buoy that is
attached to a trap or pot must display
the official number and assigned color
code so as to be easily distinguished,
located, and identified as follows:

(A) Caribbean EEZ. Each buoy must
display the official number and color
code assigned to the vessel by Puerto
Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands, which-
ever is applicable.

(B) Gulf and South Atlantic EEZ. Each
buoy must display the official number
and color code assigned by the RA. In
the Gulf EEZ, a buoy must be attached
to each trap, or each end trap if traps
are connected by a line. In the South
Atlantic EEZ, buoys are not required
to be used, but, if used, each buoy must
display the official number and color
code. However, no color code is re-
quired on a buoy attached to a golden
crab trap.

(iii) Presumption of ownership. A Car-
ibbean spiny lobster trap, a fish trap, a
golden crab trap, or a sea bass pot in
the EEZ will be presumed to be the
property of the most recently docu-
mented owner. This presumption will
not apply with respect to such traps
and pots that are lost or sold if the
owner reports the loss or sale within 15
days to the RA.

(iv) Unmarked traps, pots, or buoys. An
unmarked Caribbean spiny lobster
trap, a fish trap, a golden crab trap, a
sea bass pot, or a buoy deployed in the
EEZ where such trap, pot, or buoy is
required to be marked is illegal and
may be disposed of in any appropriate
manner by the Assistant Adminis-
trator or an authorized officer.

(2) Gillnet buoys. On board a vessel
with a valid Spanish mackerel permit
that is fishing for Spanish mackerel in,
or that possesses Spanish mackerel in
or from, the South Atlantic EEZ off
Florida north of 25°20.4' N. lat., which
is a line directly east from the Miami-
Dade/Monroe County, FL, boundary,
the float line of each gillnet possessed,
including any net in use, must have a
maximum of nine distinctive floats,
i.e., different from the usual net buoys,
spaced uniformly at a distance of 100
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yvd (91.4 m) or less. Each such distinc-
tive float must display the official
number of the vessel.

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 43957, Aug. 27, 1996; 63 FR 10567, Mar. 4,
1998; 63 FR 57590, Oct. 28, 1998; 64 FR 59126,
Nov. 2, 1999; 656 FR 52957, Aug. 31, 2000; 67 FR
22362, May 3, 2002]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 67 FR 51078, Aug.
7, 2002, §622.6 was amended by revising para-
graph (a)(1)(i) introductory text, effective
Dec. 5, 2002. For the convenience of the user,
the revised text follows:

§622.6 Vessel and gear identification.

(a) * %k

(1) * %k

(i) Official number. A vessel for which a per-
mit has been issued under §622.4 must dis-
play its official number—

* * * * *

§622.7 Prohibitions.

In addition to the general prohibi-
tions in §600.725 of this chapter, it is
unlawful for any person to do any of
the following:

(a) Engage in an activity for which a
valid Federal permit, license, or en-

dorsement is required under §622.4
without such permit, license, or en-
dorsement.

(b) Falsify information on an applica-
tion for a permit, license, or endorse-
ment or submitted in support of such
application, as specified in § 622.4(b),
(2), (p), (q), or (r) or in §622.18.

(c) Fail to display a permit, license,
or endorsement, as specified in
§622.4(1).

(d) Falsify or fail to maintain, sub-
mit, or provide information or fail to
comply with inspection requirements
or restrictions, as specified in §622.5(a)
through (f).

(e) Fail to make a fish, or parts
thereof, available for inspection, as
specified in §622.5(e).

(f) Falsify or fail to display and
maintain vessel and gear identifica-
tion, as specified in § 622.6(a) and (b) or
§622.4(r)(11).

(g) Fail to comply with any require-
ment or restriction regarding ITQ cou-
pons, as specified in §622.15(c)(3), (c)(b),
(¢)(6), or (e)(7).

(h) Possess wreckfish as specified in
§622.15(c)(4), receive wreckfish except
as specified in §622.15(c)(7), or offload a
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wreckfish except as specified in §622.15
(D)(3) and (d)(4).

(i) Transfer—

(1) A wreckfish, as
§622.15(d)(1);

(2) A limited-harvest species, as spec-
ified in §622.32(c) introductory text;

(3) A species/species group subject to
a bag limit, as specified §622.39(a)(1);

(4) South Atlantic snapper-grouper
from a vessel with unauthorized gear
on board, as specified in
§622.41(d)(2)(iii); or

(5) A species subject to a commercial
trip limit, as specified in §622.44.

(j) Use or possess prohibited gear or
methods or possess fish in association
with possession or use of prohibited
gear, as specified in §622.31.

(k) Fish for, harvest, or possess a pro-
hibited species, or a limited-harvest
species in excess of its limitation, sell
or purchase such species, fail to comply
with release requirements, or molest or
strip eggs from a Caribbean spiny lob-
ster, as specified in §622.32.

(1) Fish in violation of the prohibi-
tions, restrictions, and requirements
applicable to seasonal and/or area clo-
sures, including but not limited to:
Prohibition of all fishing, gear restric-
tions, restrictions on take or retention
of fish, fish release requirements, and
restrictions on use of an anchor or
grapple, as specified in §622.33, §622.34,
or §622.35, or as may be specified under
§622.46 (b) or (c).

(m) Harvest, possess, offload, sell, or
purchase fish in excess of the seasonal
harvest limitations, as specified in
§622.36.

(n) Except as allowed under §622.37(c)
(2) and (3) for king and Spanish mack-
erel, possess undersized fish, fail to re-
lease undersized fish, or sell or pur-
chase undersized fish, as specified in
§622.37.

(o) Fail to maintain a fish intact
through offloading ashore, as specified
in §622.38.

(p) Exceed a bag or possession limit,
as specified in §622.39.

(q) Fail to comply with the limita-
tions on traps and pots, including but
not limited to: Tending requirements,
constructions requirements, and area
specific restrictions, as specified in
§622.40.

specified in
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(r) Fail to comply with the species-
specific limitations, as specified in
§622.41.

(s) Fail to comply with the restric-
tions that apply after closure of a fish-
ery, as specified in §622.43.

(t) Possess on board a vessel or land,
purchase, or sell fish in excess of the
commercial trip limits, as specified in
§622.44.

(u) Fail to comply with the restric-
tions on sale/purchase, as specified in
§622.45.

(v) Interfere with fishing or obstruct
or damage fishing gear or the fishing
vessel of another, as specified in
§622.46(a).

(w) Fail to comply with the require-
ments for observer coverage as speci-
fied in §622.10.

(x) Assault, resist, oppose, impede,
intimidate, or interfere with a NMFS-
approved observer aboard a vessel.

(y) Prohibit or bar by command, im-
pediment, threat, coercion, or refusal
of reasonable assistance, an observer
from conducting his or her duties
aboard a vessel.

(z) Fish for or possess golden crab in
or from a fishing zone or sub-zone of
the South Atlantic EEZ other than the
zone or sub-zone for which the vessel is
permitted or authorized, as specified in
§622.17(b).

(aa) Falsify information submitted
regarding an application for testing a
BRD, testing of a BRD, or the results
of such testing, as specified in
§622.41(2)(3)(1) or (h)(3).

(bb) [Reserved]

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 43957, Aug. 27, 1996; 61 FR 48415, Sept. 13,
1996; 62 FR 67722, Dec. 30, 1997; 63 FR 38301,
July 16, 1998; 63 FR 57590, Oct. 28, 1998; 64 FR
37693, July 13, 1999; 64 FR 43941, Aug. 12, 1999;
64 FR 68935, Dec. 9, 1999; 67 FR 22361, May 3,
2002; 67 FR 43565, June 28, 2002]

§622.8 At-sea observer coverage.

(a) If a vessel’s trip is selected by the
SRD for observer coverage, the owner
or operator of a vessel for which a com-
mercial permit for golden crab has
been issued, as required under
§622.4(a)(2)(x), must carry a NMFS-ap-
proved observer.
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