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February 1 and thereafter from noon
on the 10th of each month to noon on
the first of each succeeding month
until the quota specified in
§622.42(a)(1)(i)(A) is reached or until
noon on October 1, whichever occurs
first. From October 1 to December 1,
the commercial fishery for red snapper
in or from the Gulf EEZ is closed from
noon on the 10th of each month to noon
on the first of each succeeding month
until the quota specified in
§622.42(a)(1)(1)(B) is reached or until
the end of the fishing year, whichever
occurs first. All times are local times.
During these closed periods, the posses-
sion of red snapper in or from the Gulf
EEZ and in the Gulf on board a vessel
for which a commercial permit for Gulf
reef fish has been issued, as required
under §622.4(a)(2)(v), without regard to
where such red snapper were harvested,
is limited to the bag and possession
limits, as specified in §622.39(b)(1)(iii)
and (b)(2), respectively, and such red
snapper are subject to the prohibition
on sale or purchase of red snapper pos-
sessed under the bag limit, as specified
in §622.45(c)(1). However, when the rec-
reational quota for red snapper has
been reached and the bag and posses-
sion limit has been reduced to zero, the
limit for such possession during a
closed period is zero.

(m) Closures of the recreational fishery
for red snapper. The recreational fish-
ery for red snapper in or from the Gulf
EEZ is closed from January 1 through
April 20 and from November 1 through
December 31. During a closure, the bag
and possession limit for red snapper in
or from the Gulf EEZ is zero.

(n) [Reserved]

(o) Seasonal closure of the commercial
fishery for gag, red grouper, and black
grouper. From February 15 to March 15,
each year, no person aboard a vessel for
which a valid Federal commercial per-
mit for Gulf reef fish has been issued
may possess gag, red grouper, or black
grouper in the Gulf, regardless of where
harvested. However, a person aboard a
vessel for which the permit indicates
both charter vessel/headboat for Gulf
reef fish and commercial Gulf reef fish
may continue to retain gag, red group-
er, and black grouper under the bag
and possession limit specified in
§622.39(b), provided the vessel is oper-
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ating as a charter vessel or headboat.
From February 15 until March 15, each
year, the sale or purchase of gag, red
grouper, or black grouper is prohibited
as specified in §622.45(c)(4).

(p) Closures of the Gulf group king
mackerel gillnet fishery. The gillnet fish-
ery for Gulf group king mackerel in or
from the Gulf EEZ is closed each fish-
ing year from July 1 until 6:00 a.m. on
the day after the Martin Luther King
Jr. Federal holiday. The gillnet fishery
also is closed during all subsequent
weekends and observed Federal holi-
days, except for the first weekend fol-
lowing the Martin Luther King Jr. hol-
iday which will remain open to the
gillnet fishery provided a notification
of closure of that fishery has not been
filed under §622.43(a). Weekend closures
are effective from 6:00 a.m. Saturday to
6:00 a.m. Monday. Holiday closures are
effective from 6:00 a.m. on the observed
Federal holiday to 6:00 a.m. the fol-
lowing day. All times are eastern
standard time. During these closures, a
person aboard a vessel using or pos-
sessing a gillnet with a stretched-mesh
size of 4.75 inches (12.1 cm) or larger in
the southern Florida west coast
subzone may not fish for or possess
Gulf group king mackerel.

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 48642, Sept. 16, 1996; 62 FR 46679, Sept. 4,
1997; 62 FR 47767, Sept. 11, 1997, 62 FR 67722,
Dec. 30, 1997; 64 FR 47713, Sept. 1, 1999; 64 FR
57404, Oct. 25, 1999; 64 FR 59126, Nov. 2, 1999;
65 FR 30363, May 11, 2000; 656 FR 31830, May 19,
2000; 66 FR 50162, Aug. 17, 2000; 67 FR 47468,
July 19, 2002]

§622.35 South Atlantic EEZ
and/or area closures.

(a) Allowable octocoral closed area. No
person may harvest or possess allow-
able octocoral in the South Atlantic
EEZ north of 28°35.1' N. lat. (due east of
the NASA Vehicle Assembly Building,
Cape Canaveral, FL).

(b) Longline closed areas. A longline
may not be used to fish in the EEZ for
South Atlantic snapper-grouper south
of 27°10' N. lat. (due east of the en-
trance to St. Lucie Inlet, FL); or north
of 27°10' N. lat. where the charted depth
is less than 50 fathoms (91.4 m), as
shown on the latest edition of the larg-
est scale NOAA chart of the location. A
person aboard a vessel with a longline
on board that fishes on a trip in the
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South Atlantic EEZ south of 27°10" N.
lat., or north of 27°10' N. lat. where the
charted depth is less than 50 fathoms
(91.4 m), is limited on that trip to the
bag limit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper for which a bag limit is speci-
fied in §622.39(d)(1), and to zero for all
other South Atlantic snapper-grouper.
For the purpose of this paragraph, a
vessel is considered to have a longline
on board when a power-operated
longline hauler, a cable or
monofilament of diameter and length
suitable for use in the longline fishery,
and gangions are on board. Removal of
any one of these three elements con-
stitutes removal of a longline.

(c) Oculina Bank—(1) HAPC. The
Oculina Bank HAPC encompasses an
area bounded on the north by 28°30° N.
lat., on the south by 27°30’ N. lat., on
the east by the 100-fathom (183-m) con-
tour, as shown on the latest edition of
NOAA chart 11460, and on the west by
80°00° W. long.; and two adjacent areas:
the first bounded on the north by 28°30°
N. lat., on the south by 28°29’ N. lat., on
the east by 80°00° W. long., and on the
west by 80°03° W. long.; and the second
bounded on the north by 28°17° N. lat.,
on the south by 28°16° N. lat., on the
east by 80°00 W. long., and on the west
by 80°03° W. long. In the Oculina Bank
HAPC, no person may:

(i) Use a bottom Ilongline, bottom
trawl, dredge, pot, or trap.

(ii) If aboard a fishing vessel, anchor,
use an anchor and chain, or use a grap-
ple and chain.

(iii) Fish for rock shrimp or possess
rock shrimp in or from the area on
board a fishing vessel.

(2) Experimental closed area. Within
the Oculina Bank HAPC, the experi-
mental closed area is bounded on the
north by 27°563’ N. lat., on the south by
27°30° N. lat., on the east by 79°56" W.
long., and on the west by 80°00° W. long.
No person may fish for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper in the experimental
closed area, and no person may retain
South Atlantic snapper-grouper in or
from the area. In the experimental
closed area, any South Atlantic snap-
per-grouper taken incidentally by
hook-and-line gear must be released
immediately by cutting the line with-
out removing the fish from the water.
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(d) South Atlantic shrimp cold weather
closure. (1) Pursuant to the procedures
and criteria established in the FMP for
the Shrimp Fishery of the South At-
lantic Region, when Florida, Georgia,
North Carolina, or South Carolina
closes all or a portion of its waters of
the South Atlantic to the harvest of
brown, pink, and white shrimp, the As-
sistant Administrator may concur-
rently close the South Atlantic EEZ
adjacent to the closed state waters by
filing a notification of closure with the
Office of the Federal Register. Closure
of the adjacent EEZ will be effective
until the ending date of the closure in
state waters, but may be ended earlier
based on the state’s request. In the lat-
ter case, the Assistant Administrator
will terminate a closure of the EEZ by
filing a notification to that effect with
the Office of the Federal Register.

(2) During a closure, as specified in
paragraph (d)(1) of this section—

(i) No person may trawl for brown
shrimp, pink shrimp, or white shrimp
in the closed portion of the EEZ (closed
area); and no person may possess on
board a fishing vessel brown shrimp,
pink shrimp, or white shrimp in or
from a closed area, except as author-
ized in paragraph (d)(2)(iii) of this sec-
tion.

(i1) No person aboard a vessel trawl-
ing in that part of a closed area that is
within 25 nm of the baseline from
which the territorial sea is measured
may use or have on board a trawl net
with a mesh size less than 4 inches (10.2
cm), as measured between the centers
of opposite knots when pulled taut.

(iii) Brown shrimp, pink shrimp, or
white shrimp may be possessed on
board a fishing vessel in a closed area,
provided the vessel is in transit and all
trawl nets with a mesh size less than 4
inches (10.2 cm), as measured between
the centers of opposite knots when
pulled taut, are stowed below deck
while transiting the closed area. For
the purpose of this paragraph, a vessel
is in transit when it is on a direct and
continuous course through a closed
area.

(e) SMZs. (1) The SMZs consist of ar-
tificial reefs and surrounding areas as
follows:

(1) Paradise Reef is bounded on the
north by 33°31.59' N. lat.; on the south
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by 33°30.51' N. lat.; on the east by
78°57.55' W. long.; and on the west by
78°58.85' W. long.

(i) Ten Mile Reef is bounded on the
north by 33°26.65' N. lat.; on the south
by 33°24.80' N. lat.; on the east by
78°51.08' W. long.; and on the west by
78°562.97 W. long.

(ii1) Pawleys Island Reef is bounded on
the north by 33°26.58' N. lat.; on the
south by 33°25.76' N. lat.; on the east by
79°00.29" W. long.; and on the west by
79°01.24' W. long.

(iv) Georgetown Reef is bounded on
the north by 33°14.90' N. lat.; on the
south by 33°13.85' N. lat.; on the east by
78°569.45" W. long.; and on the west by
79°00.65' W. long.

(v) Capers Reef is bounded on the
north by 32°45.45' N. lat.; on the south
by 32°43.91' N. lat.; on the east by
79°33.81' W. long.; and on the west by
79°35.10' W. long.

(vi) Kiawah Reef is bounded on the
north by 32°29.78' N. lat.; on the south
by 32°28.25' N. lat.; on the east by
79°59.00' W. long.; and on the west by
80°00.95' W. long.

(vii) Edisto Offshore Reef is bounded
on the north by 32°15.30' N. lat.; on the
south by 32°13.90' N. lat.; on the east by
79°50.25' W. long.; and on the west by
79°51.45' W. long.

(viil) Hunting Island Reef is bounded
on the north by 32°13.72' N. lat.; on the
south by 32°12.30"' N. lat.; on the east by
80°19.23' W. long.; and on the west by
80°21.00' W. long.

(ix) Fripp Island Reef is bounded on
the north by 32°15.92'" N. lat.; on the
south by 32°14.75' N. lat.; on the east by
80°21.62'" W. long.; and on the west by
80°22.90' W. long.

(x) Betsy Ross Reef is bounded on the
north by 32°03.60' N. lat.; on the south
by 32°02.88' N. lat.; on the east by
80°24.57 W. long.; and on the west by
80°25.50' W. long.

(xi) Hilton Head Reef/Artificial Reef—T
is bounded on the north by 32°00.71" N.
lat.; on the south by 31°59.42' N. lat.; on
the east by 80°35.23' W. long.; and on
the west by 80°36.37 W. long.

(xii) Artificial Reef—A is bounded on
the north by 30°57.4' N. lat.; on the
south by 30°55.4' N. lat.; on the east by
81°13.9' W. long.; and on the west by
81°16.3' W. long.
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(xiii) Artificial Reef—C is bounded on
the north by 30°52.0' N. lat.; on the
south by 30°50.0' N. lat.; on the east by
81°08.5" W. long.; and on the west by
81°10.9' W. long.

(xiv) Artificial Reef—G is bounded on
the north by 31°00.0' N. lat.; on the
south by 30°58.0' N. 1lat.; on the east by
80°56.8' W. long.; and on the west by
80°59.2' W. long.

(xv) Artificial Reef—F is bounded on
the north by 31°06.8' N. lat.; on the
south by 31°04.8' N. lat.; on the east by
81°10.5" W. long.; and on the west by
81°13.4' W. long.

(xvi) Artificial Reef—J is bounded on
the north by 31°36.7 N. lat.; on the
south by 31°34.7" N. lat.; on the east by
80°47.3' W. long.; and on the west by
80°50.1' W. long.

(xvii) Artificial Reef—L is bounded on
the north by 31°46.0' N. lat.; on the
south by 31°44.0' N. lat.; on the east by
80°34.7 W. long.; and on the west by
80°37.1' W. long.

(xviii) Artificial Reef—KC is bounded
on the north by 31°51.2' N. lat.; on the
south by 31°49.2' N. lat.; on the east by
80°45.3' W. long.; and on the west by
80°47.7 W. long.

(xix) Ft. Pierce Inshore Reef is bound-
ed on the north by 27°26.8' N. lat.; on
the south by 27°25.8' N. lat.; on the east
by 80°09.24' W. long.; and on the west by
80°10.36' W. long.

(xx) Ft. Pierce Offshore Reef is bound-
ed by rhumb lines connecting, in order,
the following points:

Point North lat. West long.
27°23.68' 80°03.95"
27°22.80 80°03.60"
27°23.94' 80°00.02'
27°24.85' 80°00.33'
27°23.68' 80°03.95"

(xxi) Key Biscayne/Artificial Reef—H is
bounded on the north by 25°42.82" N.
lat.; on the south by 25°41.32' N. lat.; on
the east by 80°04.22'" W. long.; and on
the west by 80°05.53' W. long.

(xxii) Little River Offshore Reef is
bounded on the north by 33°42.10' N.
lat.; on the south by 33°41.10' N. lat.; on
the east by 78°26.40' W. long.; and on
the west by 78°27.10' W. long.

(xxiii) BP-25 Reef is bounded on the
north by 33°21.70' N. lat.; on the south
by 33°20.70' N. lat.; on the east by
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78°24.80' W. long.; and on the west by
78°25.60' W. long.

(xxiv) Vermilion Reef is bounded on
the north by 32°57.80' N. lat.; on the
south by 32°57.30' N. lat.; on the east by
78°39.30' W. long.; and on the west by
78°40.10' W. long.

(xxv) Cape Romaine Reef is bounded
on the north by 33°00.00' N. lat.; on the
south by 32°59.50' N. lat.; on the east by
79°02.01' W. long.; and on the west by
79°02.62' W. long.

(xxvi) Y-73 Reef is bounded on the
north by 32°33.20' N. lat.; on the south
by 32°32.70' N. lat.; on the east by
79°19.10' W. long.; and on the west by
79°19.70' W. long.

(xxvii) Eagles Nest Reef is bounded on
the north by 32°01.48' N. lat.; on the
south by 32°00.98' N. lat.; on the east by
80°30.00" W. long.; and on the west by
80°30.65' W. long.

(xxviii) Bill Perry Jr. Reef is bounded
on the north by 33°26.20' N. lat.; on the
south by 33°25.20' N. lat.; on the east by
78°32.70' W. long.; and on the west by
78°33.80' W. long.

(xxix) Comanche Reef is bounded on
the north by 32°27.40' N. lat.; on the
south by 32°26.90' N. lat.; on the east by
79°18.80" W. long.; and on the west by
79°19.60' W. long.

(xxx) Murrel’s Inlet 60 Foot Reef is
bounded on the north by 33°17.50' N.
lat.; on the south by 33°16.50' N. lat.; on
the east by 78°44.67 W. long.; and on
the west by 78°45.98' W. long.

(xxxi) Georgetown 95 Foot Reef is
bounded on the north by 33°11.75" N.
lat.; on the south by 33°10.75' N. lat.; on
the east by 78°24.10' W. long.; and on
the west by 78°25.63' W. long.

(xxxii) New Georgetown 60 Foot Reef is
bounded on the north by 33°09.25' N.
lat.; on the south by 33°07.75' N. lat.; on
the east by 78°49.95 W. long.; and on
the west by 78°561.45' W. long.

(xxxiii) North Inlet 45 Foot Reef is
bounded on the north by 33°21.03' N.
lat.; on the south by 33°20.03' N. lat.; on
the east by 79°00.31' W. long.; and on
the west by 79°01.51' W. long.

(xxxiv) CJ Davidson Reef is bounded
on the north by 33°06.48' N. lat.; on the
south by 33°05.48' N. lat.; on the east by
79°00.27" W. long.; and on the west by
79°01.39' W. long.

(xxxv) Greenville Reef is bounded on
the north by 32°57.25' N. lat.; on the
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south by 32°566.25' N. lat.; on the east by
78°564.25' W. long.; and on the west by
78°55.25' W. long.

(xxxvi) Charleston 60 Foot Reef is
bounded on the north by 32°33.60" N.
lat.; on the south by 32°32.60' N. lat.; on
the east by 79°39.70' W. long.; and on
the west by 79°40.90' W. long.

(xxxvii) Edisto 60 Foot Reef is bounded
on the north by 32°21.75' N. lat.; on the
south by 32°20.75' N. lat.; on the east by
80°04.10" W. longitude; and on the west
by 80°05.70' W. long.

(xxxviii) Edisto 40 Foot Reef is bound-
ed on the north by 32°25.78' N. lat.; on
the south by 32°24.78' N. lat.; on the
east by 80°11.24' W. long.; and on the
west by 80°12.32' W. long.

(xxxix) Beaufort 45 Foot Reef is bound-
ed on the north by 32°07.65' N. lat.; on
the south by 32°06.65' N. lat.; on the
east by 80°28.80' W. long.; and on the
west by 80°29.80' W. long.

(x1) Artificial Reef—ALT is bounded on
the north by 31°18.6' N. lat.; on the
south by 31°16.6' N. lat.; on the east by
81°07.0' W. long.; and on the west by
81°09.4' W. long.

(x1i) Artificial Reef—CAT is bounded
on the north by 31°40.2' N. lat.; on the
south by 31°38.2' N. lat.; on the east by
80°56.2" W. long.; and on the west by
80°58.6' W. long.

(x1ii) Artificial Reef—CCA is bounded
on the north by 31°43.7 N. lat.; on the
south by 31°41.7" N. lat.; on the east by
80°40.0' W. long.; and on the west by
80°42.3' W. long.

(x1iii) Artificial Reef—DRH is bounded
on the north by 31°18.0' N. lat.; on the
south by 31°16.0' N. lat.; on the east by
80°56.6" W. long.; and on the west by
80°59.0' W. long.

(x1iv) Artificial Reef—DUA is bounded
on the north by 31°47.8' N. lat.; on the
south by 31°45.8' N. lat.; on the east by
80°52.1' W. long.; and on the west by
80°54.5' W. long.

(x1v) Artificial Reef—DW 1is bounded
on the north by 31°22.8' N. lat.; on the
south by 31°20.3' N. lat.; on the east by
79°49.8' W. long.; and on the west by
79°51.1' W. long.

(x1vi) Artificial Reef—KBY is bounded
on the north by 30°48.6' N. lat.; on the
south by 30°46.6' N. lat.; on the east by
81°15.0' W. long.; and on the west by
81°17.4' W. long.
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(x1vii) Artificial Reef—KTK is bounded
on the north by 31°31.3' N. lat.; on the
south by 31°29.3' N. lat.; on the east by
80°59.1' W. long.; and on the west by
81°01.5" W. long.

(x1viii) Artificial Reef—MRY is bound-
ed on the north by 30°47.5' N. lat.; on
the south by 30°45.5' N. lat.; on the east
by 81°05.5' W. long.; and on the west by
81°07.8' W. long.

(x1ix) Artificial Reef—SAV is bounded
on the north by 31°55.4' N. lat.; on the
south by 31°563.4' N. lat.; on the east by
80°45.2" W. long.; and on the west by
80°47.6' W. long.

§622.36

(1) Artificial Reef—SFC is bounded on
the north by 31°00.8' N. lat.; on the
south by 30°59.8' N. lat.; on the east by
81°02.2" W. long.; and on the west by
81°03.4' W. long.

(11) Artificial Reef—WW 1is bounded on
the north by 31°43.5' N. lat.; on the
south by 31°42.2' N. lat.; on the east by
79°57.7 W. long.; and on the west by
79°59.3' W. long.

(2) To determine what restrictions
apply in the SMZs listed in §
622.35(e)(1), follow this table:

IN SMZs SPECIFIED IN THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS OF
§ 622.35

THESE RESTRICTIONS APPLY

(e)(1)(i) through (x), (e)(1)(xx), and (e)(1)(xxii) through (xxxix)

(e)(1)(i) through (xviii) and (e)(1)(xxii) through (li)
(e)(1)(i) through (li)
(e)(1)(xii) through (xviii) and (e)(1)(x]) through (Ii)

(e)(1)(xix) and (€)(1)(xx)

(e)(1)(xix) and (€)(1)(xxi)

Use of a powerhead to take South Atlantic snapper-grouper is
prohibited. Possession of a powerhead and a mutilated
South Atlantic snapper-grouper in, or after having fished in,
one of these SMZs constitutes prima facie evidence that
such fish was taken with a powerhead in the SMZ.

Fishing may only be conducted with handline, rod and reel,
and spearfishing gear.

Use of a sea bass pot or bottom longline is prohibited.

Possession of South Atlantic snapper-grouper taken with a
powerhead is limited to the bag limits specified in §
622.39(d)(1).

A hydraulic or electric reel that is permanently affixed to the
vessel is prohibited when fishing for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper.

Use of spearfishing gear is prohibited.

(f) Golden crab trap closed areas. In the
golden crab northern zone, a golden
crab trap may not be deployed in wa-
ters less than 900 ft (274 m) deep. In the
golden crab middle and southern zones,
a golden crab trap may not be deployed
in waters less than 700 ft (213 m) deep.
See §622.17(b) for specification of the
golden crab zones.

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 43959, Aug. 27, 1996; 61 FR 47449, Sept. 9,
1996; 63 FR 10567, Mar. 4, 1998; 63 FR 57590,
Oct. 28, 1998; 63 FR 71794, Dec. 30, 1998; 656 FR
37295, June 14, 2000; 656 FR 61115, Oct. 16, 2000]

§622.36 Seasonal harvest limitations.

(a) Gulf EEZ. During March, April,
and May, each year, the possession of
greater amberjack in or from the Gulf
EEZ and in the Gulf on board a vessel
for which a commercial permit for Gulf
reef fish has been issued, as required
under §622.4(a)(2)(v), without regard to
where such greater amberjack were
harvested, is limited to the bag and
possession limits, as specified in
§622.39(b)(1)(i) and (b)(2), respectively,

and such greater amberjack are subject
to the prohibition on sale or purchase
of greater amberjack possessed under
the Dbag limit, as specified in
§622.45(c)(1).

(b) South Atlantic EEZ—() Greater
amberjack spawning season. During
April, each year, the possession of
greater amberjack in or from the
South Atlantic EEZ and in the South
Atlantic on board a vessel for which a
valid Federal commercial or charter
vessel/headboat permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper has been issued,
without regard to where such greater
amberjack were harvested, is limited
to one per person per day or one per
person per trip, whichever is more re-
strictive. Such greater amberjack are
subject to the prohibition on sale or
purchase, as specified in §622.45(d)(6).

(2) Mutton snapper spawning Sseason.
During May and June, each year, the
possession of mutton snapper in or
from the EEZ on board a vessel that
has a commercial permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper is limited to 10
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