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family Salmonidae into the United 
States or its territories or possessions 
is deemed to be injurious or potentially 
injurious to the health and welfare of 
human beings, to the interest of for-
estry, agriculture, and horticulture, 
and to the welfare and survival of the 
wildlife or wildlife resources of the 
United States; and any such importa-
tion into or the transportation of live 
wildlife or eggs thereof between the 
continental United States, the District 
of Columbia, Hawaii, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, or any territory 
or possession of the United States by 
any means whatsoever, is prohibited 
except for certain purposes and under 
certain conditions as hereinafter pro-
vided in this part: Provided, That the 
provisions of this section shall not 
apply to psittacine birds (see also 
§§ 16.32 and 16.33 for other exemptions).

Subpart B—Importation or 
Shipment of Injurious Wildlife

§ 16.11 Importation of live wild mam-
mals. 

(a) The importation, transportation, 
or acquisition is prohibited of live 
specimens of: (1) Any species of so-
called ‘‘flying fox’’ or fruit bat of the 
genus Pteropus; (2) any species of mon-
goose or meerkat of the genera Atilax, 
Cynictis, Helogale, Herpestes, Ichneumia, 
Mungos, and Suricata; (3) any species of 
European rabbit of the genus 
Oryctolagus; (4) any species of Indian 
wild dog, red dog, or dhole of the genus 
Cuon; (5) any species of multimammate 
rat or mouse of the genus Mastomys; (6) 
any raccoon dog, Nyctereutes 
procyonoides; and (7) any brushtail pos-
sum, Trichosurus vulpecula: Provided, 
that the Director shall issue permits 
authorizing the importation, transpor-
tation, and possession of such mam-
mals under the terms and conditions 
set forth in § 16.22. 

(b) Upon the filing of a written dec-
laration with the District Director of 
Customs at the port of entry as re-
quired under § 14.61, all other species of 
live wild mammals may be imported, 
transported, and possessed in captivity, 
without a permit, for scientific, med-
ical, educational, exhibition, or propa-
gating purposes, but no such live wild 
mammals or any progeny thereof may 

be released into the wild except by the 
State wildlife conservation agency 
having jurisdiction over the area of re-
lease or by persons having prior writ-
ten permission for release from such 
agency: Provided, That the provisions 
of this paragraph shall not apply to 
live game mammals from Mexico, the 
importation of which is governed by 
regulations under part 14 of this chap-
ter. 

[39 FR 1169, Jan. 4, 1974, as amended at 47 FR 
56362, Dec. 16, 1982; 67 FR 39868, June 11, 2002]

§ 16.12 Importation of live wild birds 
or their eggs. 

(a) The importation, transportation, 
or acquisition is prohibited of any live 
specimen or egg of (1) the species of so-
called ‘‘pink starling’’ or ‘‘rosy pastor’’ 
Sturnus roseus; (2) the species of dioch 
(including the subspecies black-front-
ed, red-billed, or Sudan dioch) Quelea 
quelea; (3) any species of Java sparrow, 
Padda oryzivora; (4) the species of red-
whiskered bul-bul, Pycnonotus jocosus: 
Provided, That the Director shall issue 
permits authorizing the importation, 
transportation, and possession of such 
live birds under the terms and condi-
tions set forth in § 16.22. 

(b) Upon the filing of a written dec-
laration with the District Director of 
Customs at the port of entry as re-
quired under § 14.61, all species of live 
wild game, birds may be imported, 
transported, and possessed in captivity, 
without a permit, for scientific, med-
ical, educational, exhibition, or propa-
gating purposes, and the eggs of such 
birds may be imported, transported, 
and possessed, without a permit, for 
propagating or scientific collection 
purposes, but no such live wild game 
birds or any progeny thereof may be re-
leased into the wild except by the 
State wildlife conservation agency 
having jurisdiction over the area of re-
lease or by persons having prior writ-
ten permission for release from such 
agency. 

(c) Upon the filing of a written dec-
laration with the District Director of 
Customs at the port of entry as re-
quired under § 14.61, all species of live, 
wild nongame birds (other than those 
listed in paragraph (a) of this section) 
may be imported, transported, and pos-
sessed in captivity, without a permit, 
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for scientific, medical, educational, ex-
hibition, or propagating purposes, but 
no such live, wild nongame birds or any 
progeny thereof may be released into 
the wild except by or under the direc-
tion of State wildlife conservation 
agencies when such agencies have re-
ceived prior written permission from 
the Director for such release: Provided, 
That the provisions of this paragraph 
shall not apply to live bald and golden 
eagles or to live migratory birds, the 
importation of which is governed by 
regulations under parts 22 and 21 of 
this chapter, respectively, or to birds 
of the Family Psittacidae (parrots, ma-
caws, cockatoos, parakeets, lories, 
lovebirds, etc.), the importation and 
transportation of which is governed by 
U.S. Public Health Service regulations 
under 42 CFR parts 71 and 72. 

(d) The importation of the eggs of 
wild nongame birds is prohibited ex-
cept as permitted under § 16.33.

§ 16.13 Importation of live or dead fish, 
mollusks, and crustaceans, or their 
eggs. 

(a) Upon an exporter filing a written 
declaration with the District Director 
of Customs at the port of entry as re-
quired under § 14.61 of this chapter, live 
or dead fish, mollusks, and crusta-
ceans, or parts thereof, or their 
gametes or fertilized eggs, may be im-
ported, transported, and possessed in 
captivity without a permit except as 
follows: 

(1) No such live fish, mollusks, crus-
tacean, or any progency or eggs thereof 
may be released into the wild except by 
the State wildlife conservation agency 
having jurisdiction over the area of re-
lease or by persons having prior writ-
ten permission from such agency. 

(2) The importation, transportation, 
or acquisition of any live fish or viable 
eggs of the walking catfish, family 
Clariidae; live mitten crabs, genus 
Eriochei, or their viable eggs; and live 
mollusks, veligers, or viable eggs of 
zebra mussels, genus Dreissena, are 
proibited except as provided under the 
terms and conditions set forth in 
§ 16.22. 

(3) Notwithstanding § 16.32, all Fed-
eral agencies shall be subject to the re-
quirements stated within this section. 
Live or dead uneviscerated salmonid 

fish (family Salmonidae), live fertilized 
eggs, or gametes of salmonid fish are 
prohibited entry into the United States 
for any purpose except by direct ship-
ment accompanied by a certification 
that: as defined in paragraph (e)(1) of 
this section, the fish lots, from which 
the shipments originated, have been 
sampled; virus assays have been con-
ducted on the samples according to 
methods described in paragraphs (e)(2) 
through (4); of this section; and 
Oncorhynchus masou virus and the vi-
ruses causing viral hemorrhagic septi-
cemia, infectious hematopoietic necro-
sis, and infectious pancreatic necrosis 
have not been detected in the fish 
stocks from which the samples were 
taken. In addition, live salmonid fish 
can be imported into the United States 
only upon written approval from the 
Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

(4) All live fish eggs of salmonid fish 
must be disinfected within 24 hours 
prior to shipment to the United States. 
Disinfection shall be accomplished by 
immersion for 15 minutes in a 75 part 
per million (titratable active iodine) 
non-detergent solution of 
polyvinylpyrrolidone iodine (iodophor) 
buffered to a pH of 6.0 to 7.0. Following 
disinfection, the eggs shall be rinsed 
and maintained in water free of fish 
pathogens until packed and shipped. 
Any ice or water used for shipping 
shall be from pathogen-free water. 

(b)(1) The certification to accompany 
importations as required by this sec-
tion shall consist of a statement in the 
English language, printed or type-
written, stating that this shipment of 
dead uneviscerated salmonid fish, live 
salmonid fish, or live, disinfected fer-
tilized eggs or gametes of salmonid fish 
has been tested, by the methods out-
lined in this section, and none of the 
listed viruses were detected. The cer-
tification shall be signed in the coun-
try of origin by a qualified fish pathol-
ogist designated as a certifying official 
by the Director. 

(2) The certification must contain: 
(i) The date and port of export in the 

country of origin and the anticipated 
date of arrival in the United States and 
port of entry; 

(ii) Surface vessel name or number or 
air carrier and flight number; 
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