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any time if the permittee is not in 
compliance with the conditions of the 
permit, or with any applicable laws or 
regulations governing the conduct of 
the permitted activity. The issuing of-
ficer may also suspend all or part of 
the privileges authorized by a permit if 
the permittee fails to pay any fees, 
penalties or costs owed to the Govern-
ment. Such suspension shall remain in 
effect until the issuing officer deter-
mines that the permittee has corrected 
the deficiencies. 

(b) Procedure for suspension. (1) When 
the issuing officer believes there are 
valid grounds for suspending a permit 
the permittee shall be notified in writ-
ing of the proposed suspension by cer-
tified or registered mail. This notice 
shall identify the permit to be sus-
pended, the reason(s) for such suspen-
sion, the actions necessary to correct 
the deficiencies, and inform the per-
mittee of the right to object to the pro-
posed suspension. The issuing officer 
may amend any notice of suspension at 
any time. 

(2) Upon receipt of a notice of pro-
posed suspension the permittee may 
file a written objection to the proposed 
action. Such objection must be in writ-
ing, must be filed within 45 calendar 
days of the date of the notice of pro-
posal, must state the reasons why the 
permittee objects to the proposed sus-
pension, and may include supporting 
documentation. 

(3) A decision on the suspension shall 
be made within 45 days after the end of 
the objection period. The issuing offi-
cer shall notify the permittee in writ-
ing of the Service’s decision and the 
reasons therefore. The issuing officer 
shall also provide the applicant with 
the information concerning the right 
to request reconsideration of the deci-
sion under § 13.29 of this part and the 
procedures for requesting reconsider-
ation. 

[54 FR 38149, Sept. 14, 1989]

§ 13.28 Permit revocation. 
(a) Criteria for revocation. A permit 

may be revoked for any of the fol-
lowing reasons: 

(1) The permittee willfully violates 
any Federal or State statute or regula-
tion, or any Indian tribal law or regu-
lation, or any law or regulation of any 

foreign country, which involves a vio-
lation of the conditions of the permit 
or of the laws or regulations governing 
the permitted activity; or 

(2) The permittee fails within 60 days 
to correct deficiencies that were the 
cause of a permit suspension; or 

(3) The permittee becomes disquali-
fied under § 13.21(c) of this part; or 

(4) A change occurs in the statute or 
regulation authorizing the permit that 
prohibits the continuation of a permit 
issued by the Service; or 

(5) Except for permits issued under 
§ 17.22(b) through (d) or § 17.32(b) 
through (d) of this subchapter, the pop-
ulation(s) of the wildlife or plant that 
is the subject of the permit declines to 
the extent that continuation of the 
permitted activity would be detri-
mental to maintenance or recovery of 
the affected population. 

(b) Procedure for revocation. (1) When 
the issuing officer believes there are 
valid grounds for revoking a permit, 
the permittee shall be notified in writ-
ing of the proposed revocation by cer-
tified or registered mail. This notice 
shall identify the permit to be revoked, 
the reason(s) for such revocation, the 
proposed disposition of the wildlife, if 
any, and inform the permittee of the 
right to object to the proposed revoca-
tion. The issuing officer may amend 
any notice of revocation at any time. 

(2) Upon receipt of a notice of pro-
posed revocation the permittee may 
file a written objection to the proposed 
action. Such objection must be in writ-
ing, must be filed within 45 calendar 
days of the date of the notice of pro-
posal, must state the reasons why the 
permittee objects to the proposed rev-
ocation, and may include supporting 
documentation. 

(3) A decision on the revocation shall 
be made within 45 days after the end of 
the objection period. The issuing offi-
cer shall notify the permittee in writ-
ing of the Service’s decision and the 
reasons therefore, together with the in-
formation concerning the right to re-
quest and the procedures for requesting 
reconsideration. 

(4) Unless a permittee files a timely 
request for reconsideration, any wild-
life held under authority of a permit 
that is revoked must be disposed of in 
accordance with instructions of the 
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issuing officer. If a permittee files a 
timely request for reconsideration of a 
proposed revocation, such permittee 
may retain possession of any wildlife 
held under authority of the permit 
until final disposition of the appeal 
process. 

[54 FR 38149, Sept. 14, 1989, as amended at 64 
FR 32711, June 17, 1999]

§ 13.29 Review procedures. 
(a) Request for reconsideration. Any 

person may request reconsideration of 
an action under this part if that person 
is one of the following: 

(1) An applicant for a permit who has 
received written notice of denial; 

(2) An applicant for renewal who has 
received written notice that a renewal 
is denied; 

(3) A permittee who has a permit 
amended, suspended, or revoked, ex-
cept for those actions which are re-
quired by changes in statutes or regu-
lations, or are emergency changes of 
limited applicability for which an expi-
ration date is set within 90 days of the 
permit change; or 

(4) A permittee who has a permit 
issued or renewed but has not been 
granted authority by the permit to per-
form all activities requested in the ap-
plication, except when the activity re-
quested is one for which there is no 
lawful authority to issue a permit. 

(b) Method of requesting reconsider-
ation. Any person requesting reconsid-
eration of an action under this part 
must comply with the following cri-
teria: 

(1) Any request for reconsideration 
must be in writing, signed by the per-
son requesting reconsideration or by 
the legal representative of that person, 
and must be submitted to the issuing 
officer. 

(2) The request for reconsideration 
must be received by the issuing officer 
within 45 calendar days of the date of 
notification of the decision for which 
reconsideration is being requested. 

(3) The request for reconsideration 
shall state the decision for which re-
consideration is being requested and 
shall state the reason(s) for the recon-
sideration, including presenting any 
new information or facts pertinent to 
the issue(s) raised by the request for 
reconsideration. 

(4) The request for reconsideration 
shall contain a certification in sub-
stantially the same form as that pro-
vided by § 13.12(a)(5). If a request for re-
consideration does not contain such 
certification, but is otherwise timely 
and appropriate, it shall be held and 
the person submitting the request shall 
be given written notice of the need to 
submit the certification within 15 cal-
endar days. Failure to submit certifi-
cation shall result in the request being 
rejected as insufficient in form and 
content. 

(c) Inquiry by the Service. The Service 
may institute a separate inquiry into 
the matter under consideration. 

(d) Determination of grant or denial of 
a request for reconsideration. The issuing 
officer shall notify the permittee of the 
Service’s decision within 45 days of the 
receipt of the request for reconsider-
ation. This notification shall be in 
writing, shall state the reasons for the 
decision, and shall contain a descrip-
tion of the evidence which was relied 
upon by the issuing officer. The notifi-
cation shall also provide information 
concerning the right to appeal, the offi-
cial to whom an appeal may be ad-
dressed, and the procedures for making 
an appeal. 

(e) Appeal. A person who has received 
an adverse decision following submis-
sion of a request for reconsideration 
may submit a written appeal to the Re-
gional Director for the region in which 
the issuing office is located, or to the 
Director for offices which report di-
rectly to the Director. An appeal must 
be submitted within 45 days of the date 
of the notification of the decision on 
the request for reconsideration. The 
appeal shall state the reason(s) and 
issue(s) upon which the appeal is based 
and may contain any additional evi-
dence or arguments to support the ap-
peal. 

(f) Decision on appeal. (1) Before a de-
cision is made concerning the appeal 
the appellant may present oral argu-
ments before the Regional Director or 
the Director, as appropriate, if such of-
ficial judges oral arguments are nec-
essary to clarify issues raised in the 
written record. 

(2) The Service shall notify the appel-
lant in writing of its decision within 45 
calendar days of receipt of the appeal, 
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