§397.73

and commercial buildings; special pop-
ulations in hospitals, schools, handi-
capped facilities, prisons and stadiums;
water sources such as streams and
lakes; and natural areas such as parks,
wetlands, and wildlife reserves.

(vil) Terrain considerations. Topog-
raphy along and adjacent to the pro-
posed NRHM routing designation that
may affect the potential severity of an
accident, the dispersion of the NRHM
upon release and the control and clean
up of NRHM if released shall be consid-
ered.

(viii) Continuity of routes. Adjacent
jurisdictions shall be consulted to en-
sure routing continuity for NRHM
across common borders. Deviations
from the most direct route shall be
minimized.

(ix) Alternative routes. Consideration
shall be given to the alternative routes
to, or resulting from, any NRHM route
designation. Alternative routes shall
be examined, reviewed, or evaluated to
the extent necessary to demonstrate
that the most probable alternative
routing resulting from a routing des-
ignation is safer than the current rout-
ing.

(x) Effects on commerce. Any NRHM
routing designation made in accord-
ance with this subpart shall not create
an unreasonable burden upon inter-
state or intrastate commerce.

(xi) Delays in transportation. No
NRHM routing designations may cre-
ate unnecessary delays in the transpor-
tation of NRHM.

(xii) Climatic conditions. Weather con-
ditions unique to a highway route such
as snow, wind, ice, fog, or other cli-
matic conditions that could affect the
safety of a route, the dispersion of the
NRHM upon release, or increase the
difficulty of controlling it and cleaning
it up shall be given appropriate consid-
eration.

(xiil) Congestion and accident history.
Traffic conditions unique to a highway
routing such as: traffic congestion; ac-
cident experience with motor vehicles,
traffic considerations that could affect
the potential for an accident, exposure
of the public to any release, ability to
perform emergency response oper-
ations, or the temporary closing of a
highway for cleaning up any release
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shall be given appropriate consider-
ation.

§397.73 Public information and re-
porting requirements.

(a) Public information. Information on
NRHM routing designations must be
made available by the States and In-
dian tribes to the public in the form of
maps, lists, road signs or some com-
bination thereof. If road signs are used,
those signs and their placements must
comply with the provisions of the Man-
ual on Uniform Traffic Control De-
vices,2 published by the FMCSA, par-
ticularly the Hazardous Cargo signs
identified as R14-2 and R14-3 shown in
Section 2B-43 of that Manual.

(b) Reporting and publishing require-
ments. KEach State or Indian tribe,
through its routing agency, shall pro-
vide information identifying all NRHM
routing designations which exist with-
in their jurisdictions on November 14,
1994 to the FMCSA, Office of Enforce-
ment and Compliance (MC-ECH), 400
Tth St., SW., Washington, D.C. 20590-
0001 by March 13, 1995. The State or In-
dian tribe shall include descriptions of
these routing designations, along with
the dates they were established. This
information may also be published in
each State’s official register of State
regulations. Information on any subse-
quent changes or new NRHM routing
designations shall be furnished within
60 days after establishment to the
FMCSA. This information will be
available from the FMCSA, consoli-
dated by the FMCSA, and published an-
nually in whole or as updates in the
FEDERAL REGISTER. Each State may
also publish this information in its of-
ficial register of State regulations.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 2125-0554)
§397.75 Dispute resolution.

(a) Petition. One or more States or In-
dian tribes may petition the Adminis-
trator to resolve a dispute relating to

2This publication may be purchased from

the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Gov-
ernment Printing Office (GPO), Washington,
D.C. 20402 and has Stock No. 050-001-81001-8.
It is available for inspection and copying as
prescribed in 49 CFR part 7, appendix D. See
23 CFR part 655, subpart F.

1150



Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, DOT

an agreement on a proposed NRHM
routing designation. In resolving a dis-
pute under these provisions, the Ad-
ministrator will provide the greatest
level of safety possible without unrea-
sonably burdening commerce, and en-
sure compliance with the Federal
standards established at §397.71 of this
subpart.

(b) Filing. Each petition for dispute
resolution filed under this section
must:

(1) Be submitted to the Adminis-
trator, Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 400 7th Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20590-0001. Attention:
Office of the Chief Counsel (MC-CC).

(2) Identify the State or Indian tribe
filing the petition and any other State,
political subdivision, or Indian tribe
whose NRHM routing designation is
the subject of the dispute.

(3) Contain a certification that the
petitioner has complied with the noti-
fication requirements of paragraph (c)
of this section, and include a list of the
names and addresses of each State, po-
litical subdivision, or Indian tribe offi-
cial who was notified of the filing of
the petition.

(4) Clearly set forth the dispute for
which resolution is sought, including a
complete description of any disputed
NRHM routing designation and an ex-
planation of how the disputed routing
designation affects the petitioner or
how it impedes through highway rout-
ing. If the routing designation being
disputed results in alternative routing,
then a comparative risk analysis for
the designated route and the resulting
alternative routing shall be provided.

(5) Describe any actions taken by the
State or Indian tribe to resolve the dis-
pute.

(6) Explain the reasons why the peti-
tioner believes that the Administrator
should intervene in resolving the dis-
pute.

(7) Describe any proposed actions
that the Administrator should take to
resolve the dispute and how these ac-
tions would provide the greatest level
of highway safety without unreason-
ably burdening commerce and would
ensure compliance with the Federal
standards established in this subpart.

§397.75

(c) Notice. (1) Any State or Indian
tribe that files a petition for dispute
resolution under this subpart shall
mail a copy of the petition to any af-
fected State, political subdivision, or
Indian tribe, accompanied by a state-
ment that the State, political subdivi-
sion, or Indian tribe may submit com-
ments regarding the petition to the Ad-
ministrator within 45 days.

(2) By serving notice on any other
State, political subdivision, or Indian
tribe determined by the Administrator
to be possibly affected by the issues in
dispute or the resolution sought, or by
publication in the FEDERAL REGISTER,
the Administrator may afford those
persons an opportunity to file written
comments on the petition.

(3) Any affected State, political sub-
division, or Indian tribe submitting
written comments to the Adminis-
trator with respect to a petition filed
under this section shall send a copy of
the comments to the petitioner and
certify to the Administrator as to hav-
ing complied with this requirement.
The Administrator may notify other
persons participating in the proceeding
of the comments and provide an oppor-
tunity for those other persons to re-
spond.

(d) Court actions. After a petition for
dispute resolution is filed in accord-
ance with this section, no court action
may be brought with respect to the
subject matter of such dispute until a
final decision has been issued by the
Administrator or until the last day of
the one-year period beginning on the
day the Administrator receives the pe-
tition, whichever occurs first.

(e) Hearings; alternative dispute resolu-
tion. Upon receipt of a petition filed
pursuant to paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, the Administrator may schedule a
hearing to attempt to resolve the dis-
pute and, if a hearing is scheduled, will
notify all parties to the dispute of the
date, time, and place of the hearing.
During the hearing the parties may
offer any information pertinent to the
resolution of the dispute. If an agree-
ment is reached, it may be stipulated
by the parties, in writing, and, if the
Administrator agrees, made part of the
decision in paragraph (f) of this sec-
tion. If no agreement is reached, the
Administrator may take the matter
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under consideration and announce his
or her decision in accordance with
paragraph (f) of this section. Nothing
in this section shall be construed as
prohibiting the parties from settling
the dispute or seeking other methods
of alternative dispute resolution prior
to the final decision by the Adminis-
trator.

(f) Decision. The Administrator will
issue a decision based on the petition,
the written comments submitted by
the parties, the record of the hearing,
and any other information in the
record. The decision will include a
written statement setting forth the
relevant facts and the legal basis for
the decision.

(g) Record. The Administrator will
serve a copy of the decision upon the
petitioner and any other party who
participated in the proceedings. A copy
of each decision will be placed on file
in the public docket. The Adminis-
trator may publish the decision or no-
tice of the decision in the FEDERAL
REGISTER.

§397.77 Judicial review of dispute de-
cision.

Any State or Indian tribe adversely
affected by the Administrator’s deci-
sion under §397.75 of this subpart may
seek review by the appropriate district
court of the United States under such
proceeding only by filing a petition
with such court within 90 days after
such decision becomes final.

Subpart D—Routing of Class 7
(Radioactive) Materials

§397.101 Requirements for motor car-
riers and drivers.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section or in circumstances
when there is only one practicable
highway route available, considering
operating necessity and safety, a car-
rier or any person operating a motor
vehicle that contains a Class 7
(radioactive) material, as defined in 49
CFR 172.403, for which placarding is re-
quired under 49 CFR part 172 shall:

(1) Ensure that the motor vehicle is
operated on routes that minimize radi-
ological risk;

(2) Consider available information on
accident rates, transit time, population
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density and activities, and the time of
day and the day of week during which
transportation will occur to determine
the level of radiological risk; and

(3) Tell the driver which route to
take and that the motor vehicle con-
tains Class 7 (radioactive) materials.

(b) Except as otherwise permitted in
this paragraph and in paragraph (f) of
this section, a carrier or any person op-
erating a motor vehicle containing a
highway route controlled quantity of
Class 7 (radioactive) materials, as de-
fined in 49 CFR 173.403(1), shall operate
the motor vehicle only over preferred
routes.

(1) For purposes of this subpart, a
preferred route is an Interstate System
highway for which an alternative route
is not designated by a State routing
agency; a State-designated route se-
lected by a State routing agency pursu-
ant to §397.103; or both of the above.

(2) The motor carrier or the person
operating a motor vehicle containing a
highway route controlled quantity of
Class 7 (radioactive) materials, as de-
fined in 49 CFR 173.403(1) and (y), shall
select routes to reduce time in transit
over the preferred route segment of the
trip. An Interstate System bypass or
Interstate System beltway around a
city, when available, shall be used in
place of a preferred route through a
city, unless a State routing agency has
designated an alternative route.

(c) A motor vehicle may be operated
over a route, other than a preferred
route, only under the following condi-
tions:

(1) The deviation from the preferred
route is necessary to pick up or deliver
a highway route controlled quantity of
Class 7 (radioactive) materials, to
make necessary rest, fuel or motor ve-
hicle repair stops, or because emer-
gency conditions make continued use
of the preferred route unsafe or impos-
sible;

(2) For pickup and delivery not over
preferred routes, the route selected
must be the shortest-distance route
from the pickup location to the nearest
preferred route entry location, and the
shortest-distance route to the delivery
location from the nearest preferred
route exit location. Deviation from the
shortest-distance pickup or delivery
route is authorized if such deviation:
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