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the Secretary may issue the lease, con-
tract or operating agreement without 
waiting for the advice of the Attorney 
General. 

(f) Information submitted to the Sec-
retary to comply with this section 
shall be treated by the Secretary and 
by the Attorney General as confiden-
tial and proprietary data if marked 
confidential by the submitting bidder 
or other person. Such information shall 
be submitted to the Secretary in sealed 
envelopes and shall be transmitted in 
that form to the Attorney General. 

(g) The procedures outlined in para-
graphs (a) through (f) of this section 
apply to the proposed assignment or 
transfer of any lease, contract or oper-
ating agreement.

§ 3130.2 Limitation on time to institute 
suit to contest a Secretary’s deci-
sion. 

Any action seeking judicial review of 
the adequacy of any programmatic or 
site-specific environmental impact 
statement under section 102 of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (42 U.S.C. 4332) concerning oil and 
gas leasing in NPR–A shall be barred 
unless brought in the appropriate Dis-
trict Court within 60 days after notice 
of availability of such statement is 
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

§ 3130.3 Drainage. 
Upon a determination by the author-

ized officer, that lands owned by the 
United States within NPR–A are being 
drained, the regulations under § 3162.2 
of this title, including the provisions 
relating to compensatory agreements 
or royalties, shall apply. 

[46 FR 55497, Nov. 9, 1981, as amended at 53 
FR 17358, May 16, 1988; 66 FR 1892, Jan. 10, 
2001]

§ 3130.4 Leasing: General.

§ 3130.4–1 Tract size. 
A tract selected for leasing shall con-

sist of a compact area of not more than 
60,000 acres.

§ 3130.4–2 Lease term. 
The primary term of an NPR–A lease 

is 10 years. 

[67 FR 17885, Apr. 11, 2002]

§ 3130.5 Bona fide purchasers. 
The provisions of § 3108.4 of this title 

shall apply to bona fide purchasers of 
leases within NPR–A. 

[46 FR 55497, Nov. 9, 1981, as amended at 53 
FR 17358, May 16, 1988]

§ 3130.6 Leasing maps and land de-
scriptions.

§ 3130.6–1 Leasing maps. 
The Bureau shall prepare leasing 

maps showing the tracts to be offered 
for lease sale.

§ 3130.6–2 Land descriptions. 
(a) All tracts shall be composed of en-

tire sections either surveyed or pro-
tracted, whichever is applicable, except 
that if the tracts are adjacent to up-
land navigable water areas, they may 
be adjusted on the basis of subdivi-
sional parts of the sections. 

(b) Leased lands shall be described 
according to section, township and 
range in accordance with the official 
survey or protraction diagrams.

Subpart 3131—Leasing Program

§ 3131.1 Receipt and consideration of 
nominations; public notice and par-
ticipation. 

During preparation of a proposed 
leasing schedule, the Secretary shall 
invite and consider suggestions and rel-
evant information for such program 
from the Governor of Alaska, local gov-
ernments, Native corporations, indus-
try, other Federal agencies, including 
the Attorney General and all inter-
ested parties, including the general 
public. This request for information 
shall be issued as a notice in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER.

§ 3131.2 Tentative tract selection. 
(a) The State Director Alaska, Bu-

reau of Land Management, shall issue 
calls for Nominations and Comments 
on tracts for leasing for oil and gas in 
specified areas. The call for Nomina-
tions and Comments shall be published 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER and may be 
published in other publications as de-
sired by the State Director. Nomina-
tions and Comments on tracts shall be 
addressed to the State Director Alaska, 
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Bureau of Land Management. The 
State Director shall also request com-
ments on tracts which should receive 
special concern and analysis. 

(b) The State Director, after comple-
tion of the required environmental 
analysis (see 40 CFR 1500–1508), shall se-
lect tracts to be offered for sale. In 
making the selection, the State Direc-
tor shall consider available environ-
mental information, multiple-use con-
flicts, resource potential, industry in-
terest, information from appropriate 
Federal agencies and other available 
information. The State Director shall 
develop measures to mitigate adverse 
impacts, including lease stipulations 
and information to lessees. These miti-
gating measures shall be made public 
in the notice of sale. 

[46 FR 55497, Nov. 9, 1981, as amended at 53 
FR 17358, May 16, 1988]

§ 3131.3 Special stipulations. 

Special stipulations shall be devel-
oped to the extent the authorized offi-
cer deems necessary and appropriate 
for mitigating reasonably foreseeable 
and significant adverse impacts on the 
surface resources. Special Areas stipu-
lations for exploration or production 
shall be developed in accordance with 
section 104 of the Naval Petroleum Re-
serves Production Act of 1976. Any spe-
cial stipulations and conditions shall 
be set forth in the notice of sale and 
shall be attached to and made a part of 
the lease, if issued. Additional stipula-
tions needed to protect surface re-
sources and special areas may be im-
posed at the time the surface use plan 
and permit to drill are approved.

§ 3131.4 Lease sales.

§ 3131.4–1 Notice of sale. 

(a) The State Director Alaska, Bu-
reau of Land Management, shall pub-
lish the notice of sale in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER, and may publish the notice 
in other publications if he/she deems it 
appropriate. The publication in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER shall be at least 30 
days prior to the date of the sale. The 
notice shall state the place and time at 
which bids are to be filed, and the 
place, date and hour at which bids are 
to be opened. 

(b) Tracts shall be offered for lease by 
competitive sealed bidding under con-
ditions specified in the notice of lease 
sale and in accordance with all applica-
ble laws and regulations. Bidding sys-
tems used in sales shall be based on 
bidding systems included in section 
(205)(a)(1)(A) through (H) of the Outer 
Continental Shelf Lands Act Amend-
ments of 1978 (43 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.). 

(c) A detailed statement of the sale, 
including a description of the areas to 
be offered for lease, the lease terms, 
conditions and special stipulations and 
how and where to submit bids shall be 
made available to the public imme-
diately after publication of the notice 
of sale.

Subpart 3132—Issuance of Leases
§ 3132.1 Who may hold a lease. 

Leases issued pursuant to this sub-
part may be held only by: 

(a) Citizens and nationals of the 
United States; 

(b) Aliens lawfully admitted for per-
manent residence in the United States 
as defined in 8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(20); 

(c) Private, public or municipal cor-
porations organized under the laws of 
the United States or of any State or of 
the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, American Samoa or any 
of its territories; or 

(d) Associations of such citizens, na-
tionals, resident aliens or private, pub-
lic or municipal corporations.

§ 3132.2 Submission of bids. 
(a) A separate sealed bid shall be sub-

mitted for each tract in the manner 
prescribed. A bid shall not be sub-
mitted for less than an entire tract. 

(b) Each bidder shall submit with the 
bid a certified or cashier’s check, bank 
draft, U.S. currency or any other form 
of payment approved by the Secretary 
for one-fifth of the amount of the cash 
bonus, unless stated otherwise in the 
notice of sale. 

(c) Each bid shall be accompanied by 
statements of qualifications prepared 
in accordance with § 3132.4 of this title. 

(d) Bidders are bound by the provi-
sions of 18 U.S.C. 1860 prohibiting un-
lawful combination or intimidation of 
bidders.
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