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cultivated at least 20 acres of each 160-
acre tract. If there are portions which 
cannot be reclaimed, the nature, ex-
tent, location, and area of such por-
tions should be fully stated. If less 
than 5 acres of a smallest legal subdivi-
sion can be reclaimed and the subdivi-
sion is not essential for the reclama-
tion, cultivation, or settlement of the 
lands; such legal subdivision must be 
relinquished, and shall be restored to 
the public domain as provided in a no-
tice published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER.

§ 2612.2 Publication of lists for pat-
ents. 

(a) Notice of lists. When a list for pat-
ents is filed in the State Office, it shall 
be acompanied by a notice of the filing, 
in duplicate, prepared for the signature 
of the State Director, or his delegate, 
fully incorporating the list. The State 
shall cause this notice to be published 
once a week for 5 consecutive weeks, in 
a newspaper of established character 
and general circulation in the vicinity 
of the lands, to be designated by the 
State Director, as provided in subpart 
1824 of this chapter. 

(b) Proof of publication. At the expira-
tion of the period of publication, the 
State shall file in the State Office 
proof of publication and of payment for 
the same.

§ 2612.3 Issuance of patents. 
Upon the receipt of proof of publica-

tion such action shall be taken in each 
case as the showing may require, and 
all tracts that are free from valid pro-
test, and respecting which the law and 
regulations and grant contract have 
been complied with, shall be patented 
to the State, or to its assignees if the 
lands have been settled and cultivated. 
If patent issues to the State, it is the 
responsibility of the State to assure 
that the lands are cultivated and set-
tled. If the State does not dispose of 
the patented lands within 5 years to ac-
tual settlers who have cultivated at 
least 20 acres of each 160 acre tract, or 
if the State disposes of the patented 
lands to any person who is not an ac-
tual settler or has not cultivated 20 
acres of the 160 acre tract, action may 
be taken to revest title in the United 
States.

Subpart 2613—Preference Right 
Upon Restoration

§ 2613.0–3 Authority. 
The Act approved February 14, 1920 

(41 Stat. 407; 43 U.S.C. 644), provides 
that upon restoration of Carey Act 
lands from segregation, the Secretary 
is authorized, in his discretion, to 
allow a preference right of entry under 
other applicable land laws to any Carey 
Act entryman on any such lands which 
such person had entered under and pur-
suant to the State laws providing for 
the administration of the grant and 
upon which such person had estab-
lished actual, bona fide residence or 
had made substantial and permanent 
improvements.

§ 2613.1 Allowance of filing of applica-
tions. 

(a) Status of lands under State laws. 
Prior to the restoration of lands seg-
regated under the Carey Act, the Bu-
reau of Land Management shall ascer-
tain from the proper State officials 
whether any entries have been allowed 
under the State Carey Act laws on any 
such lands, and if any such entries 
have been allowed, the status thereof 
and action taken by the State with ref-
erence thereto. 

(b) No entries under State laws. If it is 
shown with reasonable certainty, ei-
ther from the report of the State offi-
cers or by other available information, 
that there are no entries under State 
law, then the Act of February 14, 1920, 
shall not be considered applicable to 
the restoration of the lands. Lands 
shall be restored as provided in a no-
tice published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. 

(c) Entries under State laws. If it ap-
pears from the report of the State offi-
cials or otherwise that there are en-
tries under the State law which may 
properly be the basis for preference 
rights under this act, in the order re-
storing the lands the authorized officer 
may, in his discretion, allow only the 
filing of applications to obtain a pref-
erence right under the Act of February 
14, 1920.

§ 2613.2 Applications. 
(a) Applications for preference rights 

under the Act of February 14, 1920, 
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shall be filed within 90 days of the pub-
lication of the restoration order. 

(b) Applications shall be on a form 
approved by the Director and shall set 
forth sufficient facts to show that the 
applicant is qualified under the act and 
these regulations. The application 
must be subscribed and sworn to before 
a notary public. 

(c) Persons qualified. The Act of Feb-
ruary 14, 1920, applies only to cases of 
entries in good faith in compliance 
with the requirements of State law, 
with a view to reclaiming the land and 
procuring title pursuant to the provi-
sions of the Carey Act; the act does not 
apply to cases where persons have set-
tled on or improved the segregated 
land, either with the approval of the 
State authorities or otherwise, not 
pursuant to State law or not in antici-
pation of reclaiming the lands and pro-
curing title under the Carey Act but in 
anticipation of initiating some kind of 
a claim to the land on its restoration 
because of failure of the project or can-
cellation of the segregation. 

(d) Persons not qualified. The Act of 
February 14, 1920, does not apply to 
cases where the applicant’s entry has 
been canceled by the State or forfeited 
for failure to perfect the entry accord-
ing to State law, unless the failure is 
the result of conditions which cul-
minated in the elimination of the lands 
from the project if the State has al-
lowed a subsequent entry for the same 
lands, this shall be conclusive evidence 
that the default was the fault of the 
State entryman whose entry was for-
feited or canceled.

§ 2613.3 Allowance of preference right. 
If a person’s application is approved, 

such person shall have 90 days to sub-
mit an application for entry under an-
other land law, and shall be entitled to 
a preference right of entry under other 
law if and when the lands are deter-
mined to be suitable for entry under 
such law pursuant to the regulations 
found in part 2400 of this chapter.
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AUTHORITY: R.S. 2478; 43 U.S.C. 1201.

Subpart 2621—Indemnity 
Selections

§ 2621.0–2 Objectives and background. 
Generally, grants made by Statehood 

Acts to the various States of school 
sections 16 and 36, and in addition, sec-
tions 2 and 32 in Arizona, New Mexico, 
and Utah, attach to a school sections 
on the date of acceptance or approval 
of the plat of survey thereof. If the ac-
ceptance or approval was prior to the 
granting act, or to the date of admis-
sion of the State into the Union, the 
grant attaches either on the date of ap-
proval of the act or the date of admis-
sion into the Union, whichever is the 
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