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Subpart A—Administrative Tort
Claims

§22.1 Purpose.

(a) The purpose of this part is to es-
tablish procedures for the filing and
settlement of claims accruing on and
after January 18, 1967, under the Fed-
eral Tort Claims Act (in part, 28 U.S.C.
2401(b), 2671-2680, as amended by Pub.
L. 89-506, 80 Stat. 306).

(b) [Reserved]

[32 FR 6683, May 2, 1967, as amended at 47 FR
38329, Aug. 31, 1982]

§22.2 Provisions of law and regula-
tions thereunder.

(a) Section 2672 of title 28 U.S. Code,
as above amended, provides that:

The head of each Federal agency or his des-
ignee, in accordance with regulations pre-
scribed by the Attorney General, may con-
sider, ascertain, adjust, determine, com-
promise, and settle any claim for injury or
death caused by the negligent or wrongful
act or omission of any employee of the agen-
cy while acting within the scope of his office
or employment, under circumstances where
the United States, if a private person, would
be liable to the claimant in accordance with
the law of the place where the act or omis-
sion occurred: Provided, That any award,
compromise, or settlement in excess of
$25,000 shall be effected only with the prior
written approval of the Attorney General or
his designee.

§22.2

Subject to the provisions of this title relat-
ing to civil actions on tort claims against
the United States, any such award, com-
promise, settlement, or determination shall
be final and conclusive on all officers of the
Government, except when procured by means
of fraud.

Any award, compromise, or settlement in
an amount of $2,5600 or less made pursuant to
this section shall be paid by the head of the
Federal agency concerned out of appropria-
tions available to that agency. Payment of
any award, compromise, or settlement in an
amount in excess of $2,500 made pursuant to
this section or made by the Attorney Gen-
eral in any amount pursuant to section 2677
of this title shall be paid in a manner similar
to judgments and compromises in like causes
and appropriations or funds available for the
payment of such judgments and compromises
are hereby made available for the payment
of awards, compromises, or settlements
under this chapter.

The acceptance by the claimant of any
such award, compromise, or settlement shall
be final and conclusive on the claimant, and
shall constitute a complete release of any
claim against the United States and against
the employee of the Government whose act
or omission gave rise to the claim, by reason
of the same subject matter.

(b) Subsection (a) of section 2675 of
said title 28 provides that:

An action shall not be instituted upon a
claim against the United States for money
damages for injury or death caused by the
negligent or wrongful act or omission of any
employee of the Government while acting
within the scope of his office or employment,
unless the claimant shall have first pre-
sented the claim to the appropriate Federal
agency and his claim shall have been finally
denied by the agency in writing and sent by
certified or registered mail. The failure of
any agency to make final disposition of a
claim within 6 months after it is filed shall,
at the option of the claimant any time there-
after, be deemed a final denial of the claim
for purposes of this section. The provisions
of this subsection shall not apply to such
claims as may be asserted under the Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure by third party com-
plaint, cross-claim, or counter-claim.

(c) Section 2678 of said title 28, as
amended, provides that no attorney
shall charge fees in excess of 25 percent
of a judgment or settlement after liti-
gation, or in excess of 20 percent of ad-
ministrative settlements.

(d) Subsection (b) of section 2679 of
said title 28 provides that tort remedies
against the United States resulting
from the operation of any employee of
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