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(b) Members of the Commission. (1) 
Are responsible for compliance with 
NEPA, E.O. 11514, as amended, the CEQ 
regulations, and this part. 

(2) Will insure that, to the fullest ex-
tent possible, the policies, regulations, 
and public laws of the United States 
administered under the Commission’s 
jurisdiction are interpreted and admin-
istered in accordance with the policies 
of NEPA. 

(c) Department of the Interior Office 
of the Solicitor. Is responsible for pro-
viding legal advice to the Commission 
regarding compliance with NEPA.

§ 10010.4 Consideration of environ-
mental values. 

(a) In Commission management. (1) 
In the management of the natural, cul-
tural, and human resources under its 
jurisdiction, the Commission must con-
sider and balance a wide range of eco-
nomic, environmental, and social ob-
jectives at the local, regional, and na-
tional levels, not all of which are quan-
tifiable in comparable terms. In consid-
ering and balancing these objectives, 
Commission plans, proposals, and deci-
sions often require recognition of com-
plements and resolution of conflicts 
among interrelated uses of these nat-
ural, cultural, and human resources 
within technological, budgetary, and 
legal constraints. 

(2) Commission project reports, pro-
gram proposals, issue papers, and other 
decision documents must carefully 
analyze the various objectives, re-
sources, and constraints, and com-
prehensively and objectively evaluate 
the advantages and disadvantages of 
the proposed actions and their reason-
able alternatives. Where appropriate, 
these documents will utilize and ref-
erence supporting and underlying eco-
nomic, environmental, and other anal-
yses. 

(3) The underlying environmental 
analyses will factually, objectively, 
and comprehensively analyze the envi-
ronmental effects of proposed actions 
and their reasonable alternatives. They 
will systematically analyze the envi-
ronmental impacts of alternatives, and 
particularly those alternatives and 
measures which would reduce, miti-
gate, or prevent adverse environmental 

impacts or which would enhance envi-
ronmental quality. 

(b) In internally initiated proposals. 
Officials responsible for development 
or conduct of planning and decision 
making systems within the Commis-
sion shall incorporate to the maximum 
extent necessary environmental plan-
ning as an integral part of these sys-
tems in order to insure that environ-
mental values and impacts are fully 
considered and in order to facilitate 
any necessary documentation of those 
considerations. 

(c) In externally initiated proposals. 
Officials responsible for development 
or conduct of grant, contract, or other 
externally initiated activities shall re-
quire applicants, to the extent nec-
essary and practicable, to provide envi-
ronmental information, analyses, and 
reports as an integral part of their ap-
plications. This will serve to encourage 
applicants to incorporate environ-
mental considerations into their plan-
ning processes as well as provide the 
Commission with necessary informa-
tion to meet its own environmental re-
sponsibilities.

§ 10010.5 Consultation, coordination, 
and cooperation with other agen-
cies and organizations. 

(a) Commission plans and programs. 
(1) Officials responsible for planning or 
implementing Commission plans and 
programs will develop and utilize pro-
cedures to consult, coordinate, and co-
operate with relevant State, local, and 
Indian tribal governments; other Fed-
eral agencies; and public and private 
organizations and individuals con-
cerning the environmental effects of 
these plans and programs on their ju-
risdictions and/or interests. 

(2) The Commission will utilize, to 
the maximum extent possible, existing 
notification, coordination, and review 
mechanisms established by the Office 
of Management and Budget, the Water 
Resource Council, and CEQ. However, 
use of these mechanisms must not be a 
substitute for early and positive con-
sultation, coordination, and coopera-
tion with others, especially State, 
local, and Indian tribal governments. 

(b) Other Commission activities. (1) 
Technical assistance, advice, data, and 
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information useful in restoring, main-
taining, and enhancing the quality of 
the environment will be made available 
to other Federal agencies, State, local, 
and Indian tribal governments, institu-
tions, and individuals as appropriate. 

(2) Information regarding existing or 
potential environmental problems and 
control methods developed as a part of 
research, development, demonstration, 
test, or evaluation activities will be 
made available to other Federal agen-
cies, State, local, and Indian tribal 
governments, institutions and other 
entities as appropriate. 

(c) Plans and programs of other agen-
cies and organizations. (1) Officials re-
sponsible for protecting, conserving, 
developing, or managing resources 
under the Commission’s jurisdiction 
shall coordinate and cooperate with 
State, local and Indian tribal govern-
ments, other Federal agencies, and 
public and private organizations and 
individuals, and provide them with 
timely information concerning the en-
vironmental effects of these entities’ 
plans and programs. 

(2) The Commission will participate 
early in applicable planning processes 
of other agencies and organizations in 
order to ensure full cooperation with 
and understanding of the Commission’s 
programs and interests in natural, cul-
tural, and human resources. 

(3) The Commission will utilize to the 
fullest extent possible, existing review 
mechanisms to avoid unnecessary du-
plication of effort and to avoid confu-
sion by other organizations.

§ 10010.6 Public involvement. 
The Commission will develop and uti-

lize procedures to ensure the fullest 
practicable provision of timely public 
information and understanding of its 
plans and programs including informa-
tion on the environmental impacts of 
alternative courses of action. These 
procedures will include, wherever ap-
propriate, provision for public meet-
ings or hearings in order to obtain the 
views of interested parties. The Com-
mission will also encourage State and 
local agencies and Indian tribal gov-
ernments to adopt similar procedures 
for informing the public concerning 
their activities affecting the quality of 
the environment.

§ 10010.7 Mandate. 
(a) This part provides instructions 

for complying with NEPA and Execu-
tive Order 11514, Protection and En-
hancement of Environmental Quality, 
as amended by Executive Order 11991. 

(b) The Commission hereby adopts 
the regulations of the CEQ, imple-
menting the procedural provisions of 
NEPA (sec. 102(2)(C)) except where 
compliance would be inconsistent with 
other statutory requirements. In the 
case of any apparent discrepancies be-
tween these procedures and the manda-
tory provisions of the CEQ regulations 
the regulations shall govern. 

(c) Instructions supplementing the 
CEQ regulations are provided in sub-
parts B through G of this part. Cita-
tions in brackets refer to the CEQ reg-
ulations. In addition, the Commission 
may prepare a handbook or other tech-
nical guidance, or adopt an appropriate 
handbook or guidance prepared by an-
other agency, for its personnel on how 
to apply this part to principal pro-
grams.

Subpart B—Initiating the NEPA 
Process

§ 10010.8 Purpose. 
This subpart provides supplemental 

instructions for implementing those 
portions of the CEQ regulations per-
taining to initiating the NEPA process 
(40 CFR Parts 1501 through 1506).

§ 10010.9 Apply NEPA early. 
(a) The Commission will initiate 

early consultation and coordination 
with other Federal agencies having ju-
risdiction by law or special expertise 
with respect to any environmental im-
pact involved, and with appropriate 
Federal, State, local and Indian tribal 
agencies authorized to develop and en-
force environmental standards. 

(b) The Commission will also consult 
early with interested private parties 
and organizations, including when the 
Commission’s own involvement is rea-
sonably foreseeable in a private or non-
Federal application. 

(c) The Commission will insure that 
applicants are informed of any environ-
mental information required, to be in-
cluded in their applications and of any 
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