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§ 302–6.7 Under what circumstances 
will I receive a TQSE allowance? 

You will receive a TQSE allowance if: 
(a) Your agency authorizes it before 

you occupy the temporary quarters 
(the agency authorization must specify 
the period of time allowed for you to 
occupy temporary quarters); 

(b) You have signed a service agree-
ment; and 

(c) You meet any additional condi-
tions your agency has established.

§ 302–6.8 Who may occupy temporary 
quarters at Government expense? 

Only you and/or your immediate fam-
ily may occupy temporary quarters at 
Government expense.

§ 302–6.9 Where may I/we occupy tem-
porary quarters at Government ex-
pense? 

You and/or your immediate family 
may occupy temporary quarters at 
Government expense within reasonable 
proximity of your old and/or new offi-
cial stations. Neither you nor your im-
mediate family may be reimbursed for 
occupying temporary quarters at any 
other location, unless justified by spe-
cial circumstances that are reasonably 
related to your transfer.

§ 302–6.10 May my immediate family 
and I occupy temporary quarters at 
different locations? 

Yes. For example, if you must vacate 
your home at the old official station 
and report to the new official station 
and your family remains behind until 
the end of the school year, you may 
need to occupy temporary quarters at 
the new official station while your 
family occupies temporary quarters at 
the old official station.

§ 302–6.11 What methods may my agen-
cy use to reimburse me for TQSE? 

Your agency will reimburse you for 
TQSE under the actual expense method 
unless it permits the ‘‘fixed amount’’ 
reimbursement method as an alter-
native. If your agency makes both 
methods available to you, you may se-
lect the one you prefer.

§ 302–6.12 Must I document my TQSE 
to receive reimbursement? 

For fixed amount TQSE reimburse-
ment, you do not document your 
TQSE. For actual TQSE reimburse-
ment, you must document your TQSE 
by itemizing each expense and pro-
viding receipts as required by §§ 301–
11.25, 301–11.306 and 301–52.4(b) of this 
title.

§ 302–6.13 How soon may I/we begin 
occupying temporary quarters at 
Government expense? 

As soon as your agency has author-
ized you to receive a TQSE allowance 
and you have signed a service agree-
ment.

§ 302–6.14 How is my TQSE allowance 
affected if my temporary quarters 
become my permanent residence 
quarters? 

If your temporary quarters become 
your permanent residence quarters, 
you may receive a TQSE allowance 
only if you show in a manner satisfac-
tory to your agency that you initially 
intended to occupy the quarters tempo-
rarily.

§ 302–6.15 May I receive an advance of 
funds for TQSE? 

Yes, if authorized in accordance with 
§ 302–2.20 of this chapter, your agency 
may advance the amount of funds nec-
essary to cover your estimated TQSE 
expenses for up to 30 days. Your agency 
subsequently may advance additional 
funds for periods up to 30 days.

§ 302–6.16 May I receive a TQSE allow-
ance if I am receiving another sub-
sistence expenses allowance? 

No, with one exception. You may re-
ceive a cost-of-living allowance pay-
able under 5 U.S.C. 5941 in addition to 
a TQSE allowance.

§ 302–6.17 Am I eligible for a TQSE al-
lowance if I transfer to a foreign 
area? 

No, you may not receive a TQSE al-
lowance under this part when you 
transfer to an area outside the United 
States. However, you may qualify for a 
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comparable allowance under the Stand-
ardized Regulations (Government Ci-
vilians, Foreign Areas) prescribed by 
the Department of State.

§ 302–6.18 May I be reimbursed for 
local transportation expenses in-
curred while I am occupying tem-
porary quarters? 

Generally no; local transportation 
expenses are not TQSE, and there is no 
authority to pay such expenses under 
TQSE. You may, however, be reim-
bursed under part 301–4 of this subtitle 
for necessary transportation expenses 
if you perform local official business 
travel while you are occupying tem-
porary quarters.

Subpart B—Actual TQSE Method of 
Reimbursement

§ 302–6.100 What am I paid under the 
actual TQSE reimbursement meth-
od? 

Your agency will pay your actual 
TQSE incurred, provided the expenses 
are reasonable and do not exceed the 
maximum allowable amount. The 
‘‘maximum allowable amount’’ is the 
‘‘maximum daily amount’’ multiplied 
by the number of days you actually 
incur TQSE not to exceed the number 
of days authorized, taking into account 
that the rates change after 30 days in 
temporary quarters. The ‘‘maximum 
daily amount’’ is determined by adding 
the rates in the following table for you 
and each member of your immediate 
family authorized to occupy temporary 
quarters:

The ‘‘maximum daily amount’’ of TQSE under the actual expense method that 

You and/or your unaccom-
panied spouse 1 may receive 

is 

Your accompanied spouse or 
a member of your immediate 
family who is age 12 or older 

may receive is 

A member of your immediate 
family who is under age 12 

may receive is 

For: 
The first 30 days of tem-

porary quarters.
The applicable per diem rate .75 times the applicable per 

diem rate.
.5 times the applicable per 

diem rate. 
Any additional days of 

temporary quarters.
.75 times the applicable per 

diem rate.
.5 times the applicable per 

diem rate.
.4 times the applicable per 

diem rate. 

1 (That is, when the spouse necessarily occupies temporary quarters in lieu of the employee or in a location separate from the 
employee.) 

§ 302–6.101 May my agency reduce my 
TQSE allowance below the ‘‘max-
imum allowable amount’’? 

Yes, if the estimated daily amount of 
your TQSE is determined in advance to 
be lower than the maximum daily 
amount, your agency may reduce the 
maximum allowable amount to your 
expected expenses.

§ 302–6.102 What is the ‘‘applicable per 
diem rate’’ under the actual TQSE 
reimbursement method? 

The ‘‘applicable per diem rate’’ under 
the actual TQSE reimbursement meth-
od is as follows:

For temporary quarters lo-
cated in 

The applicable per diem rate 
is 

The continental United States 
(CONUS).

The standard CONUS rate. 

For temporary quarters lo-
cated in 

The applicable per diem rate 
is 

Outside the Continental 
United States (OCONUS).

The locality rate established 
by the Secretary of De-
fense or the Secretary of 
State under § 301–11.6 of 
this title. 

§ 302–6.103 What is the latest period 
for which actual TQSE reimburse-
ment may begin? 

The period must begin before the 
maximum time for beginning allowable 
travel and transportation under § 302–
2.8.

§ 302–6.104 How long may I be author-
ized to claim actual TQSE reim-
bursement? 

Your agency may authorize you to 
claim actual TQSE in increments of 30-
days or less, not to exceed 60 consecu-
tive days. However, if your agency de-
termines that there is a compelling 
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