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lodging costs which would increase the 
total cost of the trip; or 

(b) The contractor’s flight schedule is 
inconsistent with explicit policies of 
your Federal department or agency 
with regard to scheduling travel during 
normal working hours; or 

(c) A non-contract carrier offers a 
lower fare available to the general pub-
lic, the use of which will result in a 
lower total trip cost to the Govern-
ment, to include the combined costs of 
transportation, lodging, meals, and re-
lated expenses.

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (c): This exception 
does not apply if the contract carrier offers 
a comparable fare and has seats available at 
that fare, or if the lower fare offered by a 
noncontract carrier is restricted to Govern-
ment and military travelers on official busi-
ness and may only be purchased with a GTR, 
contractor-issued charge card, or centrally 
billed account (e.g., YDG, MDG, ODG, VDG, 
and similar fares); or

(d) Rail service is available and such 
service is cost effective and consistent 
with mission requirements; or 

(e) Smoking is permitted on the con-
tract flight and the nonsmoking sec-
tion of the aircraft for the contract 
flight is not acceptable to you. 

[FTR Amdt. 84, 64 FR 29162, May 28, 1999]

§ 301–10.108 Are there other situations 
when I may use a non-contract 
fare? 

You may also use a non-contract fare 
such as a through fare, special fare, 
commutation fare, excursion fare or re-
duced-rate round-trip fare in the fol-
lowing circumstances: 

(a) Your agency determines prior to 
your travel that this type of service is 
practical and economical to the Gov-
ernment; and 

(b) In the case of a fare that is re-
stricted or has specific eligibility re-
quirements, you know or reasonably 
can anticipate, based on the travel as 
planned, that you will use the ticket.

§ 301–10.109 What is my liability for 
unauthorized use of a non-contract 
carrier when contract service is 
available and I do not meet one of 
the exceptions for required use? 

Any additional costs or penalties in-
curred by you resulting from unauthor-
ized use of non-contract service are 
borne by you.

§ 301–10.110 May I use contract pas-
senger transportation service for 
personal travel? 

No.

§ 301–10.111 When may I use a reduced 
group or charter fare? 

You may use a reduced group or 
charter fare when your agency has de-
termined on an individual case basis 
prior to your travel that use of such a 
fare is economical to the Government 
and will not interfere with the conduct 
of official business.

§ 301–10.112 What must I do when dif-
ferent airlines furnish the same 
service at different fares? 

When there is no contract fare, and 
common carriers furnish the same 
service at different fares between the 
same points for the same type of ac-
commodations, you must use the low-
est cost service unless your agency de-
termines that the use of higher cost 
service is more advantageous to the 
Government.

§ 301–10.113 What must I do if I change 
or do not use a common carrier res-
ervation? 

If you know you will change or not 
use your reservation, you must take 
action to change or cancel it as pre-
scribed by your agency. Also, you must 
report all changes of your reservation 
according to your agency’s procedures 
in an effort to prevent losses to the 
Government. Failure to do so may sub-
ject you to liability for any resulting 
losses.
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