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amendments to interim Federal speci-
fications are included in this defini-
tion. These documents are issued or 
controlled by the General Services Ad-
ministration and are listed in the GSA 
‘‘Index of Federal Specifications, 
Standards and Commercial Item De-
scriptions.’’

§ 101–29.205 Federal standard. 
A Federal standard is a standard, 

issued in the Federal series, that is 
mandatory for use by all Federal agen-
cies. These documents are issued or 
controlled by the General Services Ad-
ministration and are listed in the GSA 
‘‘Index of Federal Specifications, 
Standards and Commercial Item De-
scriptions.’’

§ 101–29.206 Interim Federal standard. 
An interim Federal standard is a po-

tential Federal standard issued in tem-
porary form for optional use by all 
Federal agencies. These documents are 
issued or controlled by the General 
Services Administration, primarily for 
use in the telecommunication func-
tional area.

§ 101–29.207 Qualified products list 
(QPL). 

A qualified products list is a list of 
products that have met the qualifica-
tion requirements stated in the appli-
cable specification, including appro-
priate product identification and test 
or qualification reference number, with 
the name and plant address of the man-
ufacturer and distributor, as applica-
ble. Documents that contain QPL re-
quirements are listed in the GSA 
‘‘Index of Federal Specifications, 
Standards and Commercial Item De-
scriptions.’’

§ 101–29.208 Commercial item descrip-
tion (CID). 

A commercial item description is an in-
dexed, simplified product description 
that describes by function or perform-
ance characteristics of available, ac-
ceptable commercial products that will 
satisfy the Government’s needs. These 
documents are issued or controlled by 
the General Services Administration 
and are listed in the GSA ‘‘Index of 
Federal Specifications, Standards and 
Commercial Item Descriptions.’’

§ 101–29.209 Purchase description. 

A purchase description is any informal 
product description prepared for one-
time use only or for small purchases 
when issuance of a formal product de-
scription is not cost effective.

§ 101–29.210 Product. 

The term product is any end item, ei-
ther manufactured or produced, and 
also includes materials, parts, compo-
nents, subassemblies, equipment, ac-
cessories, attachments, and services.

§ 101–29.211 Product description. 

A product description is a description 
of a product for acquisition and man-
agement purposes. Product descrip-
tions include specifications, standards, 
commercial item descriptions, pur-
chase descriptions, and brand-name 
purchase descriptions.

§ 101–29.212 Tailoring. 

Tailoring is a process by which the in-
dividual requirements (sections, para-
graphs or sentences) or product de-
scriptions are evaluated to determine 
the extent to which each requirement 
is most suitable for a specific acquisi-
tion and the modification of these re-
quirements, where necessary, to ensure 
that each document invoked achieves 
and optimal balance between oper-
ational needs and costs.

§ 101–29.213 Commercial product. 

A commercial product is any item, 
component, or system available from 
stock or regular production that is sold 
in substantial quantities to the general 
public at established catalog or market 
prices (for definition of terms, see FPR 
1-3.807.1).

§ 101–29.214 Commercial-type product. 

A commercial-type product is defined 
as: 

(a) Any product similar to the com-
mercial product but modified or al-
tered in compliance with specified Gov-
ernment requirements and, as such is 
usually sold only to the Government 
and not through the normal catalog or 
retail outlets; 

(b) Any product similar to a commer-
cial product that is either assembled or 
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manufactured in accordance with spe-
cifically stated Government require-
ments and sold only to the Government 
and not to the general public; or 

(c) A commercial product identified 
or marked differently than the com-
mercial product normally sold to the 
general public.

§ 101–29.215 Departmental specifica-
tion or standard. 

A departmental specification or stand-
ard is a specification or standard pre-
pared by, and of primary interest to, a 
particular Federal agency, but which 
may be used by other Federal agencies.

§ 101–29.216 Department of Defense 
Index of Specifications and Stand-
ards (DODISS). 

The Department of Defense Index of 
Specifications and Standards is a Depart-
ment of Defense (DoD) publication of 
unclassified Federal and military spec-
ifications and standards, related stand-
ardization documents, and voluntary 
standards that are used by DoD.

§ 101–29.217 Military specification or 
standard. 

A military specification or standard is a 
specification or standard issued by the 
Department of Defense and listed in 
the DODISS.

§ 101–29.218 Voluntary standards. 

Voluntary standards are established 
generally by private sector bodies and 
available for use by any person or orga-
nization, private or governmental. The 
term includes what are commonly re-
ferred to as ‘‘industry standards’’ as 
well as ‘‘consensus standards,’’ but 
does not include professional standards 
of personal conduct, institutional codes 
of ethics, private standards of indi-
vidual firms, or standards mandated by 
law such as those contained in the 
United States Pharmacopeia as ref-
erenced in 21 U.S.C. 351.

§ 101–29.219 Index of Federal Speci-
fications, Standards and Commer-
cial Item Descriptions. 

The Index of Federal Specification, 
Standards and Commercial Item Descrip-
tions is a GSA publication that lists 
Federal specifications, qualified prod-

ucts lists, standards, and commerical 
item descriptions.

§ 101–29.220 Market research and anal-
ysis. 

Market research and analysis is a proc-
ess used to ascertain and analyze the 
range and quality of available commer-
cial products to determine whether 
they meet user needs and to identify 
the market practices of firms engaged 
in producing, distributing, and sup-
porting the products.

§ 101–29.221 Federal Specifications, 
Standards and Commercial Item 
Description Program (Federal 
Standardization Program). 

The Federal Specifications, Standards 
and Commercial Item Description Program 
is a standarization program developed 
under authority of the Federal Prop-
erty and Administrative Services Act 
of 1949, as amended (63 Stat. 377) in 
consonance with the Defense Cata-
loging and Standardization Act (Sec-
tions 2451-2456, title 10, U.S.C. chapter 
145), managed by the General Services 
Administration, for the purpose of co-
ordinating civilian and military stand-
ardization functions to avoid unneces-
sary duplication. Within the program, 
procedures and controls govern the de-
velopment, coordination, approval, 
issuance, indexing, management, and 
maintenance of product descriptions in 
the Federal series (Federal specifica-
tions, Federal standards, and CID’s) 
that define commercial products and 
products that have high potential for 
common Federal agency use.

Subpart 101–29.3—Responsibilities

§ 101–29.301 General Services Adminis-
tration.

§ 101–29.301–1 Policies and procedures. 

The Administrator of General Serv-
ices is responsible for establishing poli-
cies and procedures, in coordination 
with the other agencies, for the prepa-
ration, coordination, approval, 
issuance, and maintenance of product 
descriptions in the Federal series of 
specifications, standards, and CID’s.
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