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surface accessible to a child inside the 
crib capable of being used as a toehold 
located less than 51 centimeters (20 
inches) above the mattress support in 
its lowest position when the side rail is 
in its highest position, except the 
lower horizontal bar of the crib rail 
may have a vertical dimension that ex-
tends no higher than 7.6 centimeters (3 
inches) above the mattress support in 
its lowest position. In no case will any 
gap between the top surface of the mat-
tress support and the bottom of the 
lower horizontal rail be permitted. For 
the purposes of this paragraph, any 
ledge or projection with a depth dimen-
sion greater than 1 centimeter (3⁄8 inch) 
shall constitute a toehold.

§ 1508.8 Assembly instructions. 
(a) Cribs, when shipped other than 

completely assembled, shall be accom-
panied by detailed instructions that in-
clude an assembly drawing, a list and 
description of all parts and tools re-
quired for assembly, and a full-size dia-
gram of the required bolts and other 
fasteners. 

(b) The instructions shall: 
(1) Be so written that an unskilled 

layman can correctly assemble the crib 
without making errors that would re-
sult in improper and unsafe assembly. 

(2) Include cautionary statements 
concerning the secure tightening and 
maintaining of bolts and other fas-
teners. 

(3) Contain a cautionary statement 
that when a child’s height reaches 90 
centimeters (35 inches), the child 
should be placed in a youth or regular 
bed. 

(c) The warning relative to mattress 
size for full-size cribs in § 1508.9(c) shall 
be included in the instructions.

§ 1508.9 Identifying marks, warning 
statement, and compliance declara-
tion. 

(a) All cribs and retail cartons there-
of shall be suitably marked and labeled 
in accordance with this section. 

(b) A crib shall be clearly marked to 
indicate: 

(1) The name and place of business 
(city and State) of the manufacturer, 
importer, distributor, and/or seller; and 

(2) A model number, stock number, 
catalog number, item number, or other 

symbol expressed numerically, in code 
or otherwise, such that only articles of 
identical construction, composition, 
and dimensions shall bear identical 
markings. 

(c) The following warning shall ap-
pear on the retail carton and on the in-
side of the head end panel or on the top 
surface of the mattress support in a 
type size of at least one-fourth inch:

‘‘CAUTION: Any mattress used in this crib 
must be at least 271⁄4 inches by 515⁄8 inches 
with a thickness not exceeding 6 inches,’’ or 
‘‘CAUTION: Any mattress used in this crib 
must be at least 69 centimeters by 131 centi-
meters with a thickness not exceeding 15 
centimeters.’’

The marking shall appear in block let-
ters, shall contrast sharply with the 
background (by color, projection, and/
or indentation), and shall be clearly 
visible and legible. The dimensions of 
the mattress shall be taken from seam 
to seam or edge to edge where appro-
priate. 

(d) Markings on a crib shall be of a 
permanent nature such as paint-sten-
ciled, die-stamped, molded, or indelibly 
stamped directly thereon or perma-
nently affixed, fastened, or attached 
thereto by means of a tag, token, or 
other suitable medium. The markings 
shall not be readily removable or sub-
ject to obliteration during normal use 
of the article or when the article is 
subjected to reasonably foreseeable 
damage or abuse. 

(e) The retail carton of a crib shall 
clearly indicate: 

(1) The name and place of business 
(mailing address including ZIP code) of 
the manufacturer, importer, dis-
tributor, and/or seller; and 

(2) The model number, stock number, 
catalog number, item number, or other 
symbol described in paragraph (b)(2) of 
this section. 

(f) Each crib and its retail carton 
shall bear a conspicuous label stating 
that the crib conforms to applicable 
regulations promulgated by the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission. 
The label need not be permanently at-
tached to the crib, nor is any par-
ticular wording required for the state-
ment. The label on the crib must be 
conspicuous under normal conditions 
of retail display. Any full-size baby 
crib introduced into interstate com-
merce on or after February 1, 1974,
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