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(d) Agency means an agency of the
Government of the United States as de-
fined in 5 U.S.C. 551(1).

(e) Commission means the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission of five mem-
bers, or a quorum thereof, sitting as a
body, as provided by section 201 of the
Energy Reorganization Act of 1974, 42
U.S.C. 5841 (88 Stat. 1242).

(f) Committee member means an indi-
vidual who is appointed to serve on an
advisory committee and has the full
right and obligation to participate in
the activities of the committee, includ-
ing voting on committee recommenda-
tions.

(g) Designated Federal Official means a
government employee appointed, pur-
suant to § 7.11(a), to chair or attend
each meeting of an NRC advisory com-
mittee to which he or she is assigned.

(h) GSA means the General Services
Administration.

(i) NRC means the agency established
by title II of the Energy Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1974, 42 U.S.C. 5801 (88 Stat.
1233), and known as the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission.

(j) NRC Advisory Committee Manage-
ment Officer means the individual ap-
pointed, pursuant to § 7.10(a), to super-
vise and control the establishment and
management of NRC advisory commit-
tees.

(k) NRC Public Document Room means
the Public Document Room maintained
by the NRC at 2120 L Street, NW.,
Washington, DC.

(l) Presidential advisory committee
means an advisory committee that ad-
vises the President.

(m) GSA Secretariat means the Com-
mittee Management Secretariat of the
General Services Administration,
which was established pursuant to the
Act.

(n) Staff member means any individual
who serves in a support capacity to an
advisory committee.

§ 7.3 Interpretations.

Except as specifically authorized by
the Commission in writing, no inter-
pretation of the meaning of the regula-
tions in this part by an NRC officer or
employee, other than a written inter-
pretation by the General Counsel, shall
be binding upon the Commission.

§ 7.4 Establishment of advisory com-
mittees.

(a) An NRC advisory committee may
be established under this part only if
its establishment—

(1) Is specifically directed or author-
ized by statute or by Executive Order
of the President; or

(2) Has been determined by the Com-
mission to be in the public interest and
essential to the performance of the du-
ties imposed on the Commission by
law.
The determination required by para-
graph (a)(2) of this section shall be a
matter of formal record, and shall in-
clude a statement of a clearly defined
purpose for the advisory committee.

§ 7.5 Review of establishment of advi-
sory committees by GSA Secre-
tariat; Advisory committee char-
ters.

(a) Whenever the NRC proposes to es-
tablish or utilize an advisory com-
mittee, a letter requesting review of
the proposal and transmitting a pro-
posed charter for the committee shall
be submitted to the GSA Secretariat
by the Commission. The letter shall
contain the following information:

(1) An explanation of why the com-
mittee is essential to the conduct of
NRC business and is in the public inter-
est;

(2) An explanation of why the com-
mittee’s functions cannot be performed
by NRC, another existing NRC advisory
committee, or other means (such as a
public hearing); and

(3) A description of NRC’s plan to at-
tain balanced membership on the com-
mittee.
For purposes of attaining balance in an
NRC advisory committee’s member-
ship, the Commission shall consider for
membership interested persons and
groups with professional, technical, or
personal qualifications or experience to
contribute to the functions and tasks
to be performed.

(b) Each proposed committee charter
submitted for review pursuant to para-
graph (a) of this section shall contain
the following information:

(1) The committee’s official designa-
tion;

(2) The committee’s objectives and
the scope of its activity;
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