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safely and competently perform his or
her licensed duties. For the purpose of
this paragraph, with respect to alco-
holic beverages and drugs, the term
‘‘under the influence’’ means the li-
censee exceeded, as evidenced by a con-
firmed positive test, the lower of the
cutoff levels for drugs or alcohol con-
tained in 10 CFR part 26, appendix A, of
this chapter, or as established by the
facility licensee. The term ‘‘under the
influence’’ also means the licensee
could be mentally or physically im-
paired as a result of substance use in-
cluding prescription and over-the-
counter drugs, as determined under the
provisions, policies, and procedures es-
tablished by the facility licensee for its
fitness-for-duty program, in such a
manner as to adversely affect his or
her ability to safely and competently
perform licensed duties.

(k) Each licensee at power reactors
shall participate in the drug and alco-
hol testing programs established pursu-
ant to 10 CFR part 26. Each licensee at
non-power reactors shall participate in
any drug and alcohol testing program
that may be established for that non-
power facility.

(l) The licensee shall comply with
any other conditions that the Commis-
sion may impose to protect health or
to minimize danger to life or property.

[52 FR 9460, Mar. 25, 1987, as amended at 56
FR 32070, July 15, 1991]

§ 55.55 Expiration.

(a) Each operator license and senior
operator license expires six years after
the date of issuance, upon termination
of employment with the facility li-
censee, or upon determination by the
facility licensee that the licensed indi-
vidual no longer needs to maintain a li-
cense.

(b) If a licensee files an application
for renewal or an upgrade of an exist-
ing license on Form NRC–398 at least 30
days before the expiration of the exist-
ing license, it does not expire until dis-
position of the application for renewal
or for an upgraded license has been fi-
nally determined by the Commission.
Filing by mail or telegram will be
deemed to be complete at the time the
application is deposited in the mail or
with a telegraph company.

§ 55.57 Renewal of licenses.

(a) The applicant for renewal of a li-
cense shall—

(1) Complete and sign Form NRC–398
and include the number of the license
for which renewal is sought.

(2) File an original and two copies of
Form NRC–398 with the appropriate
Regional Administrator specified in
§ 55.5(b).

(3) Provide written evidence of the
applicant’s experience under the exist-
ing license and the approximate num-
ber of hours that the licensee has oper-
ated the facility.

(4) Provide a statement by an author-
ized representative of the facility li-
censee that during the effective term
of the current license the applicant has
satisfactorily completed the requali-
fication program for the facility for
which operator or senior operator li-
cense renewal is sought.

(5) Provide evidence that the appli-
cant has discharged the license respon-
sibilities competently and safely. The
Commission may accept as evidence of
the applicant’s having met this re-
quirement a certificate of an author-
ized representative of the facility li-
censee or holder of an authorization by
which the licensee has been employed.

(6) Provide certification by the facil-
ity licensee of medical condition and
general health on Form NRC–396, to
comply with §§ 55.21, 55.23 and 55.27.

(b) The license will be renewed if the
Commission finds that—

(1) The medical condition and the
general health of the licensee continue
to be such as not to cause operational
errors that endanger public health and
safety. The Commission will base this
finding upon the certification by the
facility licensee as described in § 55.23.

(2) The licensee—
(i) Is capable of continuing to com-

petently and safely assume licensed du-
ties;

(ii) Has successfully completed a re-
qualification program that has been
approved by the Commission as re-
quired by § 55.59; and

(iii) Has passed the requalification
examinations and annual operating
tests as required by § 55.59.
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