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(b) It is the purpose of the regula-
tions in this part to control the re-
ceipt, possession, use, transfer, and dis-
posal of licensed material by any li-
censee in such a manner that the total
dose to an individual (including doses
resulting from licensed and unlicensed
radioactive material and from radi-
ation sources other than background
radiation) does not exceed the stand-
ards for protection against radiation
prescribed in the regulations in this
part. However, nothing in this part
shall be construed as limiting actions
that may be necessary to protect
health and safety.

§ 20.1002 Scope.
The regulations in this part apply to

persons licensed by the Commission to
receive, possess, use, transfer, or dis-
pose of byproduct, source, or special
nuclear material or to operate a pro-
duction or utilization facility under
parts 30 through 36, 39, 40, 50, 60, 61, 70,
or 72 of this chapter, and in accordance
with 10 CFR 76.60 to persons required to
obtain a certificate of compliance or an
approved compliance plan under part 76
of this chapter. The limits in this part
do not apply to doses due to back-
ground radiation, to exposure of pa-
tients to radiation for the purpose of
medical diagnosis or therapy, to expo-
sure from individuals administered ra-
dioactive material and released in ac-
cordance with § 35.75, or to exposure
from voluntary participation in med-
ical research programs.

[63 FR 50128, Sept. 21, 1998]

§ 20.1003 Definitions.
As used in this part:
Absorbed dose means the energy im-

parted by ionizing radiation per unit
mass of irradiated material. The units
of absorbed dose are the rad and the
gray (Gy).

Act means the Atomic Energy Act of
1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.), as amended.

Activity is the rate of disintegration
(transformation) or decay of radio-
active material. The units of activity
are the curie (Ci) and the becquerel
(Bq).

Adult means an individual 18 or more
years of age.

Airborne radioactive material means
radioactive material dispersed in the

air in the form of dusts, fumes, particu-
lates, mists, vapors, or gases.

Airborne radioactivity area means a
room, enclosure, or area in which air-
borne radioactive materials, composed
wholly or partly of licensed material,
exist in concentrations—

(1) In excess of the derived air con-
centrations (DACs) specified in appen-
dix B, to §§ 20.1001–20.2401, or

(2) To such a degree that an indi-
vidual present in the area without res-
piratory protective equipment could
exceed, during the hours an individual
is present in a week, an intake of 0.6
percent of the annual limit on intake
(ALI) or 12 DAC-hours.

Air-purifying respirator means a res-
pirator with an air-purifying filter,
cartridge, or canister that removes spe-
cific air contaminants by passing am-
bient air through the air-purifying ele-
ment.

ALARA (acronym for ‘‘as low as is
reasonably achievable’’) means making
every reasonable effort to maintain ex-
posures to radiation as far below the
dose limits in this part as is practical
consistent with the purpose for which
the licensed activity is undertaken,
taking into account the state of tech-
nology, the economics of improve-
ments in relation to state of tech-
nology, the economics of improve-
ments in relation to benefits to the
public health and safety, and other so-
cietal and socioeconomic consider-
ations, and in relation to utilization of
nuclear energy and licensed materials
in the public interest.

Annual limit on intake (ALI) means
the derived limit for the amount of ra-
dioactive material taken into the body
of an adult worker by inhalation or in-
gestion in a year. ALI is the smaller
value of intake of a given radionuclide
in a year by the reference man that
would result in a committed effective
dose equivalent of 5 rems (0.05 Sv) or a
committed dose equivalent of 50 rems
(0.5 Sv) to any individual organ or tis-
sue. (ALI values for intake by inges-
tion and by inhalation of selected
radionuclides are given in table 1, col-
umns 1 and 2, of appendix B to
§§ 20.1001–20.2401).
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