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SOURCE: 51 FR 33230, Sept. 18, 1986, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 171.1 Purpose.
The regulations in this part set out

the annual fees charged to persons who
hold licenses, Certificates of Compli-
ance, sealed source and device registra-
tions, and quality assurance program
approvals issued by the United States
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, in-
cluding licenses, registrations, approv-
als, and certificates issued to a Govern-
ment agency.

[56 FR 31504, July 10, 1991]

§ 171.3 Scope.
The regulations in this part apply to

any person holding an operating li-
cense for a power reactor, test reactor
or research reactor issued under part 50
of this chapter. These regulations also
apply to any person holding a mate-
rials license as defined in this part, a
Certificate of Compliance, a sealed
source or device registration, a quality
assurance program approval, and to a
Government agency as defined in this
part.

[56 FR 31505, July 10, 1991]

§ 171.5 Definitions.
Budget means the funds appropriated

by Congress for the NRC for each fiscal
year, and if that appropriation is not
passed on or before September 1 for
that fiscal year, the funds most re-
cently appropriated by Congress for the
most recent fiscal year.

Budget Authority means the author-
ity, in the form of appropriations, pro-
vided by law and becoming available
during the year, to enter into obliga-
tions that will result in immediate or
future outlays involving Federal gov-
ernment funds. The appropriation is an
authorization by an Act of Congress
that permits the NRC to incur obliga-
tions and to make payments out of the
Treasury for specified purposes. Fees
assessed pursuant to Public Law 101–508
are based on NRC budget authority.

Byproduct Material means any radio-
active material (except special nuclear
material) yielded in or made radio-
active by exposure to the radiation in-
cident to the process of producing or
utilizing special nuclear material.

Certificate Holder means a person who
holds a certificate of compliance, or
other package approval issued by the
Commission.

Commission means the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission or its duly au-
thorized representatives.

Federal fiscal year means a year that
begins on October 1 of each calendar
year and ends on September 30 of the
following calendar year. Federal fiscal
years are identified by the year in
which they end (e.g., fiscal year 1987
begins in 1986 and ends in 1987).

Government Agency means any execu-
tive department, commission, inde-
pendent establishment, corporation,
wholly or partly owned by the United
States of America which is an instru-
mentality of the United States, or any
board, bureau, division, service, office,
officer, authority, administration, or
other establishment in the executive
branch of the government.

High Enriched Uranium Fuel means
uranium enriched to 20 percent or
greater in the isotope uranium–235.

Low Enriched Uranium Fuel means
uranium enriched below 20 percent in
the isotope uranium–235.

Materials License means a license, cer-
tificate, approval, registration or other
form of permission issued by the NRC
under the regulations in 10 CFR parts
30, 32 through 36, 39, 40, 61, 70, 71, 72,
and 76.

Nonprofit educational institution
means a public or nonprofit edu-
cational institution whose primary
function is education, whose programs
are accredited by a nationally recog-
nized accrediting agency or associa-
tion, who is legally authorized to pro-
vide a program of organized instruction
or study, who provides an educational
program for which it awards academic
degrees, and whose educational pro-
grams are available to the public.

Nuclear reactor means an apparatus,
other than an atomic weapon, used to
sustain fission in a self-supporting
chain reaction.

Operating license means having a li-
cense issued pursuant to § 50.57 of this
chapter. It does not include licenses
that only authorize possession of spe-
cial nuclear material after the Com-
mission has received a request from the
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licensee to amend its licensee to per-
manently withdraw its authority to op-
erate or the Commission has perma-
nently revoked such authority.

Overhead and General and Administra-
tive costs means:

(1) The Government benefits for each
employee such as leave and holidays,
retirement and disability benefits,
health and life insurance costs, and so-
cial security costs;

(2) Travel costs;
(3) Direct overhead, e.g., supervision

and support staff that directly support
the NRC safety mission areas (adminis-
trative support costs, e.g., rental of
space, equipment, telecommunications
and supplies); and

(4) Indirect costs that would include,
but not be limited to, NRC central pol-
icy direction, legal and executive man-
agement services for the Commission
and special and independent reviews,
investigations, and enforcement and
appraisal of NRC programs and oper-
ations.
Some of the organizations included are
the Commissioners, Secretary, Execu-
tive Director for Operations, General
Counsel, Government and Public Af-
fairs (except for international safety
and safeguards programs), Inspector
General, Investigations, Enforcement,
Small and Disadvantaged Business Uti-
lization and Civil Rights, the Technical
Training Center, Advisory Committees
on Nuclear Waste and Reactor Safe-
guards, and the Atomic Safety and Li-
censing Board Panel and Appeal Panel.
The Commission views these budgeted
costs as support for all its regulatory
services provided to applicants, licens-
ees, and certificate holders, and these
costs must be recovered pursuant to
Public Law 101–508.

Person means: (1) Any individual, cor-
poration, partnership, firm, associa-
tion, trust, estate, public or private in-
stitution, group, Government agency
other than the Commission; any state
or any political subdivision of, or any
political entity within, a state; any
foreign Government or nation or any
political subdivision of any such gov-
ernment or nation; or other entity; and
(2) any legal successor, representative,
agent, or agency of the foregoing.

Power reactor means a nuclear reactor
designed to produce electrical or heat

energy and licensed by the Commission
under the authority of section 103 or
subsection 104b of the Atomic Energy
Act of 1954, as amended, and pursuant
to the provisions of § 50.21(b) or § 50.22
of this chapter.

Quality Assurance Program Approval is
the document issued by the NRC to ap-
prove the quality assurance program
submitted to the NRC as meeting the
requirements of § 71.101 of this chapter.
Activities covered by the quality assur-
ance program may be divided into two
major groups: those activities includ-
ing design, fabrication and use of pack-
aging and those activities for use only
of packaging.

Registration Holder as used in this
part means any manufacturer or initial
distributor of a sealed source or device
containing a sealed source that holds a
certificate of registration issued by the
NRC or a holder of a registration for a
sealed source or device manufactured
in accordance with the unique speci-
fications of, and for use by, a single ap-
plicant.

Research Reactor means a nuclear re-
actor licensed by the Commission
under the authority of subsection 104c
of the Act and pursuant to the provi-
sions of § 50.21(c) of this chapter for op-
eration at a thermal power level of 10
megawatts or less, and which is not a
testing facility as defined in this sec-
tion.

Source Material means:
(1) Uranium or thorium, or any com-

bination thereof, in any physical or
chemical form; or

(2) Ores which contain by weight one-
twentieth of one percent (0.05%) or
more of

(i) Uranium,
(ii) Thorium, or
(iii) Any combination thereof.
Source material does not include spe-

cial nuclear material.
Special Nuclear Material means:
(1) Plutonium, uranium-233, uranium

enriched in the isotope 233 or in the
isotope 235, and any other material
which the Commission, pursuant to the
provisions of section 51 of the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954, as amended, deter-
mines to be special nuclear material,
but does not include source material;
or
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(2) Any material artificially enriched
by any of the foregoing, but does not
include source material.

Testing Facility means a nuclear reac-
tor licensed by the Commission under
the authority of subsection 104c of the
Act and pursuant to the provisions of
§ 50.21(c) of this chapter for operation
at:

(1) A thermal power level in excess of
10 megawatts; or

(2) A thermal power level in excess of
1 megawatt, if the reactor is to con-
tain:

(i) A circulating loop through the
core in which the applicant proposes to
conduct fuel experiments; or

(ii) A liquid fuel loading; or
(iii) An experimental facility in the

core in excess of 16 square inches in
cross-section.

[51 FR 33230, Sept. 18, 1986, as amended at 53
FR 52652, Dec. 29, 1988; 56 FR 31505, July 10,
1991; 57 FR 32714, July 23, 1992; 58 FR 38695,
July 20, 1993; 65 FR 36964, June 12, 2000]

§ 171.7 Interpretations.
Except as specifically authorized by

the Commission in writing, no inter-
pretation of the regulations in this
part by an officer or employee of the
Commission, other than a written in-
terpretation by the General Counsel,
will be recognized as binding on the
Commission.

§ 171.8 Information collection require-
ments: OMB approval

This part contains no information
collection requirements and therefore
is not subject to the requirements of
the Paperwork Reduction Act (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.).

[62 FR 52191, Oct. 6, 1997]

§ 171.9 Communications.
All communications concerning the

regulations in this part should be ad-
dressed to the Chief Financial Officer,
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555–0001. Commu-
nications may be delivered in person at
the Commission’s offices at 11555 Rock-
ville Pike, Rockville, MD.

[64 FR 31475, June 10, 1999]

§ 171.11 Exemptions.
(a) An annual fee is not required for:

(1) A construction permit or license
applied for by, or issued to, a nonprofit
educational institution for a produc-
tion or utilization facility, other than
a power reactor, or for the possession
and use of byproduct material, source
material, or special nuclear material.
This exemption does not apply to those
byproduct, source, or special nuclear
material licenses which authorize:

(i) Human use;
(ii) Remunerated services to other

persons;
(iii) Distribution of byproduct mate-

rial, source material, or special nuclear
material or products containing by-
product material, source material, or
special nuclear material; or

(iv) Activities performed under a
Government contract.

(2) Federally-owned and State-owned
research reactors used primarily for
educational training and academic re-
search purposes. For purposes of this
exemption, the term research reactor
means a nuclear reactor that—

(i) Is licensed by the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission under section 104c.
of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42
U.S.C. 2134(c)) for operation at a ther-
mal power level of 10 megawatts or
less; and

(ii) If so licensed for operation at a
thermal power level of more than 1
megawatt, does not contain—

(A) A circulating loop through the
core in which the licensee conducts
fuel experiments;

(B) A liquid fuel loading; or
(C) An experimental facility in the

core in excess of 16 square inches in
cross-section.

(b) The Commission may, upon appli-
cation by an interested person or on its
own initiative, grant an exemption
from the requirements of this part that
it determines is authorized by law or
otherwise in the public interest. Re-
quests for exemption must be filed with
the NRC within 90 days from the effec-
tive date of the final rule establishing
the annual fees for which the exemp-
tion is sought in order to be consid-
ered. Absent extraordinary cir-
cumstances, any exemption requests
filed beyond that date will not be con-
sidered. The filing of an exemption re-
quest does not extend the date on
which the bill is payable. Only timely
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