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12 CFR Ch. VI (1–1–04 Edition)§ 604.400 

§ 604.400 Definitions. 
For purposes of this part: 
(a) Agency means the Farm Credit 

Administration. 
(b) Board means the Farm Credit Ad-

ministration Board. 
(c) Exempt meeting and exempt portion 

of a meeting mean, respectively, a meet-
ing or that part of a meeting des-
ignated as provided in § 604.430 of this 
part as closed to the public by reason 
of one or more of the exemptive provi-
sions listed in § 604.420 of this part. 

(d) Meeting means the deliberations 
of at least two (quorum) members of 
the Board where such deliberations de-
termine or result in joint conduct or 
disposition of official Farm Credit Ad-
ministration business. 

(e) Member means any one of the 
members of the Board. 

(f) Open meeting means a meeting or 
portion of a meeting which is not an 
exempt meeting or an exempt portion 
of a meeting. 

(g) Public observation means the right 
of any member of the public to attend 
and observe, but not participate or 
interfere in any way in, an open meet-
ing of the Board, within the limits of 
reasonable and comfortable accom-
modations made available for such pur-
pose by the Farm Credit Administra-
tion. 

[51 FR 41942, Nov. 20, 1986]

§ 604.405 Notice of public observation. 
(a) A member of the public is not re-

quired to give advance notice to the 
Farm Credit Administration of an in-
tention to exercise the right of public 
observation of an open meeting of the 
Board. However, in order to permit the 
Farm Credit Administration to deter-
mine the amount of space and number 
of seats which must be made available 
to accommodate individuals who desire 
to exercise the right of public observa-
tion, such individuals are requested to 
give notice to the Farm Credit Admin-
istration at least two business days be-
fore the start of the open meeting of 
the intention to exercise such right. 

(b) Notice of intention to exercise the 
right of public observation may be 
given in writing, in person, or by tele-
phone to the official designated in 
§ 604.440 of this part. 

(c) Individuals who have not given 
advance notice of intention to exercise 
the right of public observation will not 
be permitted to attend and observe the 
open meeting of the Board if the avail-
able space and seating are necessary to 
accommodate individuals who gave ad-
vance notice of such intention to the 
Farm Credit Administration. 

[42 FR 12161, Mar. 3, 1977. Redesignated and 
amended at 51 FR 41942, Nov. 20, 1986]

§ 604.410 Scope of application. 
The provisions of this part apply to 

meetings of the Board, and do not 
apply to conferences or other gath-
erings of employees of the Farm Credit 
Administration who meet or join with 
others, except at meetings of the 
Board, to deliberate official agency 
business. 

[51 FR 41942, Nov. 20, 1986]

§ 604.415 Open meetings. 
Every meeting and portion of a meet-

ing of the Board shall be open to public 
observation unless the Board deter-
mines that such meeting or portion of 
a meeting will involve the discussion of 
matters which are within one or more 
of the exemptive provisions listed in 
§ 604.420 of this part, and that the pub-
lic interest is not served by the discus-
sion of such matters in an open meet-
ing. 

[51 FR 41943, Nov. 20, 1986]

§ 604.420 Exemptive provisions. 
Except in a case where the Board de-

termines that the public interest re-
quires otherwise, a meeting or portion 
of a meeting may be closed to public 
observation where the Board deter-
mines that the meeting or portion of 
the meeting is likely to: 

(a) Disclose matters that are: 
(1) Specifically authorized under cri-

teria established by an Executive order 
to be kept secret in the interests of na-
tional defense or foreign policy, and 

(2) In fact properly classified pursu-
ant to such Executive order; 

(b) Relate solely to the internal per-
sonnel rules and practices of the Farm 
Credit Administration; 

(c) Disclose matters specifically ex-
empted from disclosure by statute 
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