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sole discretion, direct that any rein-
statement proceeding be limited to 
written submissions. The removal, sus-
pension, or debarment shall continue 
until the Board of Directors, for good 
cause shown, has reinstated the appli-
cant or until the suspension period has 
expired. The filing of an application for 
reinstatement will not stay the effec-
tiveness of the removal, suspension, or 
debarment of an accountant or firm.
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§ 309.1 Purpose and scope. 
This part sets forth the basic policies 

of the Federal Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration regarding information it 
maintains and the procedures for ob-
taining access to such information. 
Section 309.2 sets forth definitions ap-
plicable to this part 309. Section 309.3 
describes the types of information and 
documents typically published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. Section 309.4 ex-
plains how to access public records 
maintained on the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation’s World Wide Web 
page and in the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation’s Public Information 
Center or ‘‘PIC’’, and describes the cat-
egories of records generally found 
there. Section 309.5 implements the 
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 
552). Section 309.6 authorizes the dis-
cretionary disclosure of exempt records 
under certain limited circumstances. 
Section 309.7 outlines procedures for 
serving a subpoena or other legal proc-
ess to obtain information maintained 
by the FDIC. 

[63 FR 16404, Apr. 3, 1998]

§ 309.2 Definitions. 
For purposes of this part: 

(a) The term depository institution, as 
used in § 309.6, includes depository in-
stitutions that have applied to the Cor-
poration for federal deposit insurance, 
closed depository institutions, pres-
ently operating federally insured de-
pository institutions, foreign banks, 
branches of foreign banks, and all af-
filiates of any of the foregoing. 

(b) The terms Corporation or FDIC 
mean the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation. 

(c) The words disclose or disclosure, as 
used in § 309.6, mean to give access to a 
record, whether by producing the writ-
ten record or by oral discussion of its 
contents. Where the Corporation em-
ployee authorized to release Corpora-
tion documents makes a determination 
that furnishing copies of the docu-
ments is necessary, the words disclose 
or disclosure include the furnishing of 
copies of documents or records. In addi-
tion, disclose or disclosure as used in 
§ 309.6 is synonymous with the term 
transfer as used in the Right to Finan-
cial Privacy Act of 1978 (12 U.S.C. 3401 
et seq.). 

(d) The term examination includes, 
but is not limited to, formal and infor-
mal investigations of irregularities in-
volving suspected violations of federal 
or state civil or criminal laws, or un-
safe and unsound practices as well as 
such other investigations as may be 
conducted pursuant to law. 

(e) The term record includes records, 
files, documents, reports, correspond-
ence, books, and accounts, or any por-
tion thereof, in any form the FDIC reg-
ularly maintains them. 

(f) The term report of examination in-
cludes, but is not limited to, examina-
tion reports resulting from examina-
tions of depository institutions con-
ducted jointly by Corporation exam-
iners and state banking authority ex-
aminers or other federal financial in-
stitution examiners, as well as reports 
resulting from examinations conducted 
solely by Corporation examiners. The 
term also includes compliance exam-
ination reports. 

(g) The term customer financial 
records, as used in § 309.6, means an 
original of, a copy of, or information 
known to have been derived from, any 
record held by a depository institution 
pertaining to a customer’s relationship 
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