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by the bank holding company, the pro-
hibition of the Act against retention of 
nonbanking interests applies to indi-
rect as well as direct ownership of 
shares of a nonbanking company, and, 
in the absence of a clear mandate to 
the contrary, any exception to this 
prohibition should be given equal 
breadth with the prohibition. Any 
other interpretation would lead to un-
warranted results. 

(d) Although certain of the other ex-
emptions in section 4(c) of the Act spe-
cifically refer to shares held or ac-
quired by banking subsidiaries, an 
analysis of those exemptions suggests 
that such specific reference to banking 
subsidiaries was for the purpose of ex-
cluding nonbanking subsidiaries from 
such exemptions, rather than for the 
purpose of providing an inclusionary 
emphasis on banking subsidiaries. 

(e) It should be noted that the 
Board’s view as to this question should 
not be interpreted as meaning that 
each banking subsidiary could own up 
to 5 percent of the stock of the same 
nonbanking organization. In the 
Board’s opinion the limitations set 
forth in section 4(c)(5) apply to the ag-
gregate amount of stock held in a par-
ticular organization by the bank hold-
ing company itself and by all of its sub-
sidiaries. 

(f) Secondly, question is raised as to 
whether shares in a nonbanking com-
pany acquired in satisfaction of debts 
previously contracted (d.p.c.) by a 
banking subsidiary of the bank holding 
company may be retained if such 
shares meet the conditions contained 
in section 4(c)(5) as to value and 
amount, notwithstanding the require-
ment of section 4(c)(2) that shares ac-
quired d.p.c. be disposed of within two 
years after the date of their acquisition 
or the date of the Act, whichever is 
later. In the Board’s opinion, the 5 per-
cent exemption provided by section 
4(c)(5) covers any shares, including 
shares acquired d.p.c., that meet the 
conditions set forth in that exemption, 
and, consequently, d.p.c. shares held by 
a banking subsidiary of a bank holding 
company which meet such conditions 
are not subject to the two-year disposi-
tion requirement prescribed by section 
4(c)(2), although any such shares 
would, of course, continue to be subject 

to such requirement for disposition as 
may be prescribed by provisions of any 
applicable banking laws or by the ap-
propriate bank supervisory authorities. 

(g) Finally, question is raised as to 
whether shares held by banking sub-
sidiaries of the bank holding company 
in companies holding bank premises of 
such subsidiaries are exempted from 
the divestment requirements by sec-
tion 4(c)(1) of the Act. It is the Board’s 
view that section 4(c)(1), exempting 
shares owned or acquired by a bank 
holding company in any company en-
gaged solely in holding or operating 
properties used wholly or substantially 
by any subsidiary bank, is to be read 
and interpreted, like section 4(c)(5), as 
applying to shares owned indirectly by 
a bank holding company through a 
banking subsidiary as well as to shares 
held directly by the bank holding com-
pany. A contrary interpretation would 
impair the right that member banks 
controlled by bank holding companies 
would otherwise have to invest, subject 
to the limitations of section 24A of the 
Federal Reserve Act, in stock of com-
panies holding their bank premises; 
and such a result was not, in the 
Board’s opinion, intended by the Bank 
Holding Company Act. 

[21 FR 10472, Dec. 29, 1956. Redesignated at 36 
FR 21666, Nov. 12, 1971]

§ 225.102 Bank holding company indi-
rectly owning nonbanking company 
through subsidiaries. 

(a) The Board of Governors has been 
requested for an opinion regarding the 
exemptions contained in section 4(c)(5) 
of the Bank Holding Company Act of 
1956. It is stated that Y Company is an 
investment company which is not a 
bank holding company and which is 
not engaged in any business other than 
investing in securities, which securi-
ties do not include more than 5 per cen-
tum of the outstanding voting securi-
ties of any company and do not include 
any asset having a value greater than 5 
per centum of the value of the total as-
sets of X Corporation, a bank holding 
company. It is stated that direct own-
ership by X Corporation of voting 
shares of Y Company would be exempt 
by reason of section 4(c)(5) from the 
prohibition of section 4 of the Act 
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against ownership by bank holding 
companies of nonbanking assets. 

(b) It was asked whether it makes 
any difference that the shares of Y 
Company are not owned directly by X 
Corporation but instead are owned 
through Subsidiaries A and B. X Cor-
poration owns all the voting shares of 
Subsidiary A, which owns one-half of 
the voting shares of Subsidiary B. Sub-
sidiaries A and B each own one-third of 
the voting shares of Y Company. 

(c) Section 4(c)(5) is divided into two 
parts. The first part exempts the own-
ership of securities of nonbanking com-
panies when the securities do not in-
clude more than 5 percent of the voting 
securities of the nonbanking company 
and do not have a value greater than 5 
percent of the value of the total assets 
of the bank holding company. The sec-
ond part exempts the ownership of se-
curities of an investment company 
which is not a bank holding company 
and is not engaged in any business 
other than investing in securities, pro-
vided the securities held by the invest-
ment company meet the 5 percent tests 
mentioned above. 

(d) In § 225.101, the Board expressed 
the opinion that the first exemption in 
section 4(c)(5):

* * * is as applicable to such shares when 
held by a banking subsidiary of a bank hold-
ing company as when held directly by the 
bank holding company itself. While the ex-
emption specifically refers only to shares 
held or acquired by the bank holding com-
pany, the prohibition of the Act against re-
tention of nonbanking interests applies to 
indirect as well as direct ownership of shares 
of a nonbanking company, and, in the ab-
sence of a clear mandate to the contrary, 
any exception to this prohibition should be 
given equal breadth with the prohibition. 
Any other interpretation would lead to un-
warranted results.

(e) The Board is of the view that the 
principles stated in that opinion are 
also applicable to the second exemp-
tion in section 4(c)(5), and that they 
apply whether or not the subsidiary 
owning the shares is a banking sub-
sidiary. Accordingly, on the basis of 
the facts presented, the Board is of the 
opinion that the second exemption in 
section 4(c)(5) applies to the indirect 
ownership by X Corporation of shares 

of Y Company through Subsidiaries A 
and B. 

[22 FR 2533, Apr. 13, 1957. Redesignated at 36 
FR 21666, Nov. 12, 1971]

§ 225.103 Bank holding company ac-
quiring stock by dividends, stock 
splits or exercise of rights. 

(a) The Board of Governors has been 
asked whether a bank holding company 
may receive bank stock dividends or 
participate in bank stock splits with-
out the Board’s prior approval, and 
whether such a company may exercise, 
without the Board’s prior approval, 
rights to subscribe to new stock issued 
by banks in which the holding com-
pany already owns stock. 

(b) Neither a stock dividend nor a 
stock split results in any change in a 
stockholder’s proportional interest in 
the issuing company or any increase in 
the assets of that company. Such a 
transaction would have no effect upon 
the extent of a holding company’s con-
trol of the bank involved; and none of 
the five factors required by the Bank 
Holding Company Act to be considered 
by the Board in approving a stock ac-
quisition would seem to have any ap-
plication. In view of the objectives and 
purposes of the act, the word ‘‘acquire’’ 
would not seem reasonably to include 
transactions of this kind. 

(c) On the other hand, the exercise by 
a bank holding company of the right to 
subscribe to an issue of additional 
stock of a bank could result in an in-
crease in the holding company’s pro-
portional interest in the bank. The 
holding company would voluntarily 
pay additional funds for the extra 
shares and would ‘‘acquire’’ the addi-
tional stock even under a narrow 
meaning of that term. Moreover, the 
exercise of such rights would cause the 
assets of the issuing company to be in-
creased and in a sense, therefore, the 
‘‘size or extent’’ of the bank holding 
company system would be expanded. 

(d) In the circumstances, it is the 
Board’s opinion that receipt of bank 
stock by means of a stock dividend or 
stock split, assuming no change in the 
class of stock, does not require the 
Board’s prior approval under the act, 
but that purchase of bank stock by a 
bank holding company through the ex-
ercise of rights does require the 
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