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Federal Reserve System § 208.2

1 Under section 2 of the Federal Reserve 
Act, every national bank in any state shall, 
upon commencing business, or within 90 days 
after admission into the Union of the State 
in which it is located, become a member of 
the System. Under section 19 of the Federal 
Reserve Act, national banks and banks orga-
nized under local laws, located in a depend-
ency or insular possession or any part of the 
United States outside of the States of the 
United States and the District of Columbia, 
are not required to become members of the 
System but may, with the consent of the 
board, become members of the System.
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AUTHORITY: 12 U.S.C. 24, 36, 92a, 93a, 248(a), 
248(c), 321–338a, 371d, 461, 481–486, 601, 611, 
1814, 1816, 1818, 1820(d)(9), 1823(j), 1828(o), 1831, 
1831o, 1831p–1, 1831r–1, 1831w, 1831x, 1835a, 
1882, 2901–2907, 3105, 3310, 3331–3351, and 3906–
3909; 15 U.S.C. 78b, 78l(b), 78l(g), 78l(i), 78o–
4(c)(5), 78q, 78q–1, and 78w; 31 U.S.C. 5318, 42 
U.S.C. 4012a, 4104a, 4104b, 4106, and 4128.

SOURCE: Reg. H, 17 FR 8006, Sept. 4, 1952, 
unless otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General Membership 
and Branching Requirements

SOURCE: 63 FR 37637, July 13, 1998, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 208.1 Authority, purpose, and scope. 

(a) Authority. Subpart A of Regula-
tion H (12 CFR part 208, Subpart A) is 
issued by the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System (Board) under 
12 U.S.C. 24, 36; sections 9, 11, 21, 25 and 
25A of the Federal Reserve Act (12 
U.S.C. 321–338a, 248(a), 248(c), 481–486, 
601 and 611); sections 1814, 1816, 1818, 
1831o, 1831p–1, 1831r–1 and 1835a of the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Act (FDI 
Act) (12 U.S.C. 1814, 1816, 1818, 1831o, 
1831p–1, 1831r–1, and 1835); and 12 U.S.C. 
3906–3909. 

(b) Purpose and scope of Part 208. The 
requirements of this part 208 govern 
State member banks and state banks 
applying for admission to membership 
in the Federal Reserve System (Sys-
tem) under section 9 of the Federal Re-
serve Act (Act), except for § 208.7, which 
also applies to certain foreign banks li-
censed by a State. This part 208 does 
not govern banks eligible for member-

ship under section 2 or 19 of the Act.1 
Any bank desiring to be admitted to 
the System under the provisions of sec-
tion 2 or 19 should communicate with 
the Federal Reserve Bank with which 
it would like to become a member.

(c) Purpose and scope of Subpart A. 
This Subpart A describes the eligibility 
requirements for membership of state-
chartered banking institutions in the 
System, the general conditions im-
posed upon members, including capital 
and dividend requirements, as well as 
the requirements for establishing and 
maintaining branches.

§ 208.2 Definitions. 
For the purposes of this part: 
(a) Board of Directors means the gov-

erning board of any institution per-
forming the usual functions of a board 
of directors. 

(b) Board means the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System. 

(c) Branch. (1) Branch means any 
branch bank, branch office, branch 
agency, additional office, or any 
branch place of business that receives 
deposits, pays checks, or lends money. 
A branch may include a temporary, 
seasonal, or mobile facility that meets 
these criteria. 

(2) Branch does not include: 
(i) A loan origination facility where 

the proceeds of loans are not disbursed; 
(ii) An office of an affiliated or unaf-

filiated institution that provides serv-
ices to customers of the member bank 
on behalf of the member bank so long 
as the institution is not established or 
operated by the bank; 

(iii) An automated teller machine; 
(iv) A remote service unit; 
(v) A facility to which the bank does 

not permit members of the public to 
have physical access for purposes of 
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