§1815.106

Fund actions there are two distinct
stages in the decisionmaking process:

(1) Preliminary approval stage, at
which point applications are selected
for funding; and

(2) Final approval and funding stage.

(b) Environmental review shall be in-
tegrated into the decisionmaking proc-
ess of the Fund as follows:

(1) During the preliminary approval
stage, the designated Fund official
shall determine whether the Applica-
tion proposes actions which are cat-
egorically excluded, or normally re-
quire an environmental assessment or
an EIS;

(2) If the designated Fund official de-
termines that the Application proposes
actions which normally require an en-
vironmental assessment or an EIS, the
applicant shall be informed that the
final approval and funding, in addition
to any other conditions, is contingent
upon:

(i) The applicant supplying to the
Fund all information necessary for the
Fund to perform or have performed any
environmental review required by this
part;

(i) The applicant not using any Fund
financial assistance to perform any of
such proposed actions in the Applica-
tion that affect the physical environ-
ment until Fund approval is received;
and

(iii) The outcome of the environ-
mental review required by this part;

(3) The Fund will perform or have
performed the environmental reviews
required by this part;

(4) A preliminary approval of an Ap-
plication may be withdrawn or further
conditions may be imposed based upon
the outcome of an environmental re-
view required by this part; and

(5) If the designated Fund official de-
termines that the Application proposes
actions that require an environmental
assessment or an EIS, the environ-
mental assessment and/or EIS must be
completed and circulated prior to the
use of Federal funds for any activity
that triggers the need for an environ-
mental assessment and/or EIS.

§1815.106 Supplemental environ-

mental review.
(a) The designated Fund official shall
determine whether the proposed ac-
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tions in the Application are suffi-
ciently definite to perform a meaning-
ful environmental review during the
preliminary approval stage.

(b) If the designated Fund official de-
termines that the Application is suffi-
ciently definite to perform a meaning-
ful environmental review during the
preliminary approval stage, no condi-
tions for supplemental environmental
review shall be imposed.

(c) If the designated Fund official de-
termines that the Application, or any
part of the Application, is not suffi-
ciently definite to complete a meaning-
ful environmental review during the
preliminary approval stage, the Fund
shall require a supplemental environ-
mental review prior to the taking of
any action directly using Fund finan-
cial assistance that is not categorically
excluded from environmental review or
for which an environmental assessment
or EIS has not been approved by the
Fund. The applicant shall notify the
designated Fund official when pro-
posing any action requiring a supple-
mental environmental review and shall
supply to the Fund all information nec-
essary for the Fund to perform the sup-
plemental environmental review. The
Fund shall perform or have performed
such a supplemental environmental re-
view. The applicant shall not use any
Fund financial assistance to perform
any of the proposed actions requiring a
supplemental environmental review
that affect the physical environment
until Fund approval for such action is
received.

§1815.107 Determination of review re-
quirement.

In deciding whether to prepare an
EIS, the designated Fund official shall
determine whether the proposal is one
that normally:

(a) Requires an EIS;

(b) Requires an environmental assess-
ment, but not necessarily an EIS; or

(c) Does not require either an EIS or
an environmental assessment (categor-
ical exclusion).

§1815.108 Actions that normally re-
quire an EIS.

(a) If necessary, the Fund shall per-

form or have performed an environ-

mental assessment to determine if an
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Application, or any portion of an Ap-
plication, requires an EIS. However, it
may be readily apparent that a pro-
posed action in an Application will
have a significant impact on the envi-
ronment; in such cases, an environ-
mental assessment is not required and
the Fund shall immediately begin to
prepare, or have prepared, an EIS.

(b) An EIS normally is required
where an Application proposes to di-
rectly use financial assistance from the
Fund for any Project that would:

(1) Remove, demolish, convert, or
substantially rehabilitate 2,500 or more
existing housing units, or would result
in the construction or installation of
2,500 or more new housing units, or
which would provide sites for 2,500 or
more new housing units; or

(2) Remove, demolish, convert, or
substantially  rehabilitate 1,500,000
square feet or more of commercial
space, or would result in the construc-
tion or installation of 1,500,000 square
feet or more of new commercial space,
or which would provide sites for
1,500,000 square feet or more of new
commercial space.

§1815.109 Preparation of an EIS.

(@) If the Fund determines that an
EIS should be prepared, it shall publish
a notice of intent in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER in accordance with 40 CFR 1501.7
and 1508.22 of the CEQ regulations.
After publishing the notice of intent,
the Fund shall begin to prepare or have
prepared the EIS. Procedures for pre-
paring the EIS are set forth in 40 CFR
part 1502 of the CEQ regulations.

(b) The Fund may supplement a draft
or final EIS at any time. The Fund
shall prepare or have prepared a sup-
plement to either the draft or final EIS
when:

(1) Substantial changes are proposed
to an action contained in the draft or
final EIS that are relevant to environ-
mental concerns or there are signifi-
cant new circumstances or information
relevant to environmental concerns
and bearing on the proposed action or
its impacts; or

(2) Actions are proposed which relate
or are similar to other action(s) taken
or proposed and that together have a
cumulatively significant impact on the
environment.

§1815.110

§1815.110 Categorical exclusion.

The CEQ regulations provide for the
categorical exclusion of actions that do
not individually or cumulatively have
a significant effect on the human envi-
ronment (40 CFR 1508.4). Therefore, nei-
ther an environmental assessment nor
an EIS is required for such actions. An
action which falls into one of the cat-
egories below may still require the
preparation of an EIS or environmental
assessment if the designated Fund offi-
cial determines it meets the criteria
stated in §1815.109 or involves extraor-
dinary circumstances that may have a
significant environmental effect. The
Fund has determined the following cat-
egorical exclusions:

(a) Actions directly related to the ad-
ministration or operation of the Fund
(e.g. personnel actions, including, but
not limited to, staff recruitment and
training; purchase of goods and serv-
ices for the Fund, including, but not
limited to, furnishings, equipment,
supplies and services; space acquisi-
tion; property management; and secu-
rity);

(b) Actions directly related to and
implementing proposals for which an
environmental assessment or an envi-
ronmental assessment and EIS have
been prepared;

(c) Actions directly related to the
granting or receipt of Bank Enterprise
Act awards pursuant to part 1806 of
this chapter;

(d) Actions directly related to train-
ing and/or technical assistance;

(e) Projects for the acquisition, dis-
position, rehabilitation and/or mod-
ernization of 500 existing housing units
or less when all the following condi-
tions are met:

(1) Unit density is not increased more
than 20 percent;

(2) The Project does not involve
changes in land use from nonresiden-
tial to residential;

(3) The estimated cost of rehabilita-
tion is less than 75 percent of the total
estimated cost of replacement after re-
habilitation; and

(4) The Project does not involve the
demolition of one or more buildings
containing the primary use served by
the project that, together, have more
than 20 percent of the square footage of
the Project;
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