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or continuation-in-part (including a
continued prosecution application
under § 1.53(d)), or the filing of a reissue
application requires a new determina-
tion as to continued entitlement to
small entity status for the continuing
or reissue application. A nonprovi-
sional application claiming benefit
under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, or 365(c)
of a prior application, or a reissue ap-
plication may rely on a statement filed
in the prior application or in the pat-
ent if the nonprovisional application or
the reissue application includes a ref-
erence to the statement in the prior
application or in the patent or includes
a copy of the statement in the prior ap-
plication or in the patent and status as
a small entity is still proper and de-
sired. The payment of the small entity
basic statutory filing fee will be treat-
ed as such a reference for purposes of
this section.

(3) Once status as a small entity has
been established in an application or
patent, the status remains in that ap-
plication or patent without the filing
of a further statement pursuant to
§ 1.27 of this part unless the Office is
notified of a change in status.

(b) Once status as a small entity has
been established in an application or
patent, fees as a small entity may
thereafter be paid in that application
or patent without regard to a change in
status until the issue fee is due or any
maintenance fee is due. Notification of
any change in status resulting in loss
of entitlement to small entity status
must be filed in the application or pat-
ent prior to paying, or at the time of
paying, the earliest of the issue fee or
any maintenance fee due after the date
on which status as a small entity is no
longer appropriate pursuant to § 1.9 of
this part. The notification of change in
status may be signed by the applicant,
any person authorized to sign on behalf
of the assignee, or an attorney or agent
of record or acting in a representative
capacity pursuant to § 1.34(a) of this
part.

(c) If status as a small entity is es-
tablished in good faith, and fees as a
small entity are paid in good faith, in
any application or patent, and it is
later discovered that such status as a
small entity was established in error or
that through error the Office was not

notified of a change in status as re-
quired by paragraph (b) of this section,
the error will be excused upon payment
of the deficiency between the amount
paid and the amount due. The defi-
ciency is based on the amount of the
fee, for other than a small entity, in ef-
fect at the time the deficiency is paid
in full.

(d)(1) Any attempt to fraudulently (i)
establish status as a small entity or (ii)
pay fees as a small entity shall be con-
sidered as a fraud practiced or at-
tempted on the Office.

(2) Improperly and with intent to de-
ceive

(i) Establishing status as a small en-
tity, or

(ii) Paying fees as a small entity
shall be considered as a fraud practiced
or attempted on the Office.

(35 U.S.C. 6, Pub. L. 97–247; 15 U.S.C. 1113,
1123)

[47 FR 40140, Sept. 10, 1982, as amended at 49
FR 553, Jan. 4, 1984; 57 FR 2033, Jan. 17, 1992;
58 FR 54509, Oct. 22, 1993; 60 FR 20222, Apr. 25,
1995; 62 FR 53183, Oct. 10, 1997]

Subpart B—National Processing
Provisions

PROSECUTION OF APPLICATION AND
APPOINTMENT OF ATTORNEY OR AGENT

§ 1.31 Applicants may be represented
by a registered attorney or agent.

An applicant for patent may file and
prosecute his or her own case, or he or
she may be represented by a registered
attorney, registered agent, or other in-
dividual authorized to practice before
the Patent and Trademark Office in
patent cases. See §§ 10.6 and 10.9 of this
subchapter. The Patent and Trademark
Office cannot aid in the selection of a
registered attorney or agent.

[50 FR 5171, Feb. 6, 1985]

§ 1.32 [Reserved]

§ 1.33 Correspondence respecting pat-
ent applications, reexamination
proceedings, and other proceedings.

(a) The applicant, the assignee(s) of
the entire interest (see §§ 3.71 and 3.73)
or an attorney or agent of record (see
§ 1.34(b)) may specify a correspondence
address to which communications

VerDate 18<JUN>99 00:52 Aug 04, 1999 Jkt 183133 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\183133T.XXX pfrm06 PsN: 183133T



30

37 CFR Ch. I (7–1–99 Edition) § 1.34

about the application are to be di-
rected. All notices, official letters, and
other communications in the applica-
tion will be directed to the correspond-
ence address or, if no such correspond-
ence address is specified, to an attor-
ney or agent of record (see § 1.34(b)), or,
if no attorney or agent is of record, to
the applicant, so long as a post office
address has been furnished in the appli-
cation. Double correspondence with an
applicant and an attorney or agent, or
with more than one attorney or agent,
will not be undertaken. If more than
one attorney or agent is made of record
and a correspondence address has not
been specified, correspondence will be
held with the one last made of record.

(b) Amendments and other papers
filed in the application must be signed
by:

(1) An attorney or agent of record ap-
pointed in compliance with § 1.34(b);

(2) A registered attorney or agent not
of record who acts in a representative
capacity under the provisions of
§ 1.34(a);

(3) The assignee of record of the en-
tire interest, if there is an assignee of
record of the entire interest;

(4) An assignee of record of an undi-
vided part interest, and any assignee(s)
of the remaining interest and any ap-
plicant retaining an interest, if there is
an assignee of record of an undivided
part interest; or

(5) All of the applicants (§§ 1.42, 1.43
and 1.47) for patent, unless there is an
assignee of record of the entire interest
and such assignee has taken action in
the application in accordance with
§§ 3.71 and 3.73.

(c) All notices, official letters, and
other communications for the patent
owner or owners in a reexamination
proceeding will be directed to the at-
torney or agent of record (see § 1.34(b))
in the patent file at the address listed
on the register of patent attorneys and
agents maintained pursuant to §§ 10.5
and 10.11 or, if no attorney or agent is
of record, to the patent owner or own-
ers at the address or addresses of
record. Amendments and other papers
filed in a reexamination proceeding on
behalf of the patent owner must be
signed by the patent owner, or if there
is more than one owner by all the own-
ers, or by an attorney or agent of

record in the patent file, or by a reg-
istered attorney or agent not of record
who acts in a representative capacity
under the provisions of § 1.34(a). Double
correspondence with the patent owner
or owners and the patent owner’s attor-
ney or agent, or with more than one at-
torney or agent, will not be under-
taken. If more than one attorney or
agent is of record and a correspondence
address has not been specified, cor-
respondence will be held with the last
attorney or agent made of record.

(d) A ‘‘correspondence address’’ or
change thereto may be filed with the
Patent and Trademark Office during
the enforceable life of the patent. The
‘‘correspondence address’’ will be used
in any correspondence relating to
maintenance fees unless a separate
‘‘fee address’’ has been specified. See
§ 1.363 for ‘‘fee address’’ used solely for
maintenance fee purposes.

[36 FR 12617, July 2, 1971, as amended at 46
FR 29181, May 29, 1981; 49 FR 34724, Aug. 31,
1984; 50 FR 5171, Feb. 6, 1985; 62 FR 53184, Oct.
10, 1997]

§ 1.34 Recognition for representation.

(a) When a registered attorney or
agent acting in a representative capac-
ity appears in person or signs a paper
in practice before the Patent and
Trademark Office in a patent case, his
or her personal appearance or signa-
ture shall constitute a representation
to the Patent and Trademark Office
that under the provisions of this sub-
chapter and the law, he or she is au-
thorized to represent the particular
party in whose behalf he or she acts. In
filing such a paper, the registered at-
torney or agent should specify his or
her registration number with his or her
signature. Further proof of authority
to act in a representative capacity may
be required.

(b) When an attorney or agent shall
have filed his or her power of attorney,
or authorization, duly executed by the
person or persons entitled to prosecute
an application or a patent involved in a
reexamination proceeding, he or she is
a principal attorney of record in the
case. A principal attorney or agent, so
appointed, may appoint an associate
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