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of time and the fee set in §1.17(a) are
filed, unless:

(i) Applicant is notified otherwise in
an Office action;

(ii) The reply is a reply brief sub-
mitted pursuant to §1.193(b);

(iii) The reply is a request for an oral
hearing submitted pursuant to
§1.194(b);

(iv) The reply is to a decision by the
Board of Patent Appeals and Inter-
ferences pursuant to §1.196, §1.197 or
§1.304; or

(v) The application is involved in an
interference declared pursuant to
§1.611.

(2) The date on which the petition
and the fee have been filed is the date
for purposes of determining the period
of extension and the corresponding
amount of the fee. The expiration of
the time period is determined by the
amount of the fee paid. A reply must be
filed prior to the expiration of the pe-
riod of extension to avoid abandonment
of the application (§1.135), but in no
situation may an applicant reply later
than the maximum time period set by
statute, or be granted an extension of
time under paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion when the provisions of this para-
graph are available. See §1.136(b) for
extensions of time relating to pro-
ceedings pursuant to §§1.193(b), 1.194,
1.196 or 1.197; §1.304 for extension of
time to appeal to the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Federal Circuit or to com-
mence a civil action; §1.550(c) for ex-
tension of time in reexamination pro-
ceedings; and §1.645 for extension of
time in interference proceedings.

(3) A written request may be sub-
mitted in an application that is an au-
thorization to treat any concurrent or
future reply, requiring a petition for an
extension of time under this paragraph
for its timely submission, as incor-
porating a petition for extension of
time for the appropriate length of
time. An authorization to charge all
required fees, fees under §1.17, or all re-
quired extension of time fees will be
treated as a constructive petition for
an extension of time in any concurrent
or future reply requiring a petition for
an extension of time under this para-
graph for its timely submission. Sub-
mission of the fee set forth in §1.17(a)
will also be treated as a constructive
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petition for an extension of time in any
concurrent reply requiring a petition
for an extension of time under this
paragraph for its timely submission.

(b) When a reply cannot be filed with-
in the time period set for such reply
and the provisions of paragraph (a) of
this section are not available, the pe-
riod for reply will be extended only for
sufficient cause and for a reasonable
time specified. Any request for an ex-
tension of time under this paragraph
must be filed on or before the day on
which such reply is due, but the mere
filing of such a request will not effect
any extension under this paragraph. In
no situation can any extension carry
the date on which reply is due beyond
the maximum time period set by stat-
ute. See §1.304 for extension of time to
appeal to the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Federal Circuit or to commence a
civil action; §1.645 for extension of
time in interference proceedings; and
§1.550(c) for extension of time in reex-
amination proceedings.

[62 FR 53194, Oct. 10, 1997]

§1.137 Revival of abandoned applica-
tion or lapsed patent.

(a) Unavoidable. Where the delay in
reply was unavoidable, a petition may
be filed to revive an abandoned applica-
tion or a lapsed patent pursuant to this
paragraph. A grantable petition pursu-
ant to this paragraph must be accom-
panied by:

(1) The required reply, unless pre-
viously filed. In a nonprovisional appli-
cation abandoned for failure to pros-
ecute, the required reply may be met
by the filing of a continuing applica-
tion. In an application or patent, aban-
doned or lapsed for failure to pay the
issue fee or any portion thereof, the re-
quired reply must be the payment of
the issue fee or any outstanding bal-
ance thereof;

(2) The petition fee as set forth in
§1.17(1);

(3) A showing to the satisfaction of
the Commissioner that the entire delay
in filing the required reply from the
due date for the reply until the filing of
a grantable petition pursuant to this
paragraph was unavoidable; and

(4) Any terminal disclaimer (and fee
as set forth in §1.20(d)) required pursu-
ant to paragraph (c) of this section.
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(b) Unintentional. Where the delay in
reply was unintentional, a petition
may be filed to revive an abandoned ap-
plication or a lapsed patent pursuant
to this paragraph. A grantable petition
pursuant to this paragraph must be ac-
companied by:

(1) The required reply, unless pre-
viously filed. In a nonprovisional appli-
cation abandoned for failure to pros-
ecute, the required reply may be met
by the filing of a continuing applica-
tion. In an application or patent, aban-
doned or lapsed for failure to pay the
issue fee or any portion thereof, the re-
quired reply must be the payment of
the issue fee or any outstanding bal-
ance thereof;

(2) The petition fee as set forth in
§1.17(m);

(3) A statement that the entire delay
in filing the required reply from the
due date for the reply until the filing of
a grantable petition pursuant to this
paragraph was unintentional. The
Commissioner may require additional
information where there is a question
whether the delay was unintentional;
and

(4) Any terminal disclaimer (and fee
as set forth in §1.20(d)) required pursu-
ant to paragraph (c) of this section.

(c) In a design application, a utility
application filed before June 8, 1995, or
a plant application filed before June 8,
1995, any petition to revive pursuant to
this section must be accompanied by a
terminal disclaimer and fee as set forth
in §1.321 dedicating to the public a ter-
minal part of the term of any patent
granted thereon equivalent to the pe-
riod of abandonment of the application.
Any terminal disclaimer pursuant to
this paragraph must also apply to any
patent granted on any continuing ap-
plication that contains a specific ref-
erence under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121, or 365(c)
to the application for which revival is
sought. The provisions of this para-
graph do not apply to lapsed patents.

(d) Any request for reconsideration
or review of a decision refusing to re-
vive an abandoned application or
lapsed patent upon petition filed pursu-
ant to this section, to be considered
timely, must be filed within two
months of the decision refusing to re-
vive or within such time as set in the
decision. Unless a decision indicates
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otherwise, this time period may be ex-
tended under the provisions of §1.136.

(e) A provisional application, aban-
doned for failure to timely respond to
an Office requirement, may be revived
pursuant to this section so as to be
pending for a period of no longer than
twelve months from its filing date.
Under no circumstances will a provi-
sional application be regarded as pend-
ing after twelve months from its filing
date.

[62 FR 53194, Oct. 10, 1997]

§1.138 Express abandonment.

An application may be expressly
abandoned by filing in the Patent and
Trademark Office a written declaration
of abandonment signed by the appli-
cant and the assignee of record, if any,
and identifying the application. An ap-
plication may also be expressly aban-
doned by filing a written declaration of
abandonment signed by the attorney or
agent of record. A registered attorney
or agent acting under the provision of
§1.34(a), or of record, may also ex-
pressly abandon a prior application as
of the filing date granted to a con-
tinuing application when filing such a
continuing application. Express aban-
donment of the application may not be
recognized by the Office unless it is ac-
tually received by appropriate officials
in time to act thereon before the date
of issue.

[49 FR 48452, Dec. 12, 1984]
§1.139 [Reserved]

JOINDER OF INVENTIONS IN ONE
APPLICATION; RESTRICTION

AUTHORITY: Secs. 1.141 to 1.147 also issued
under 35 U.S.C. 121.

§1.141 Different inventions in one na-
tional application.

(a) Two or more independent and dis-
tinct inventions may not be claimed in
one national application, except that
more than one species of an invention,
not to exceed a reasonable number,
may be specifically claimed in different
claims in one national application, pro-
vided the application also includes an
allowable claim generic to all the
claimed species and all the claims to
species in excess of one are written in



