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§ 1.112 Reconsideration before final
action.

After reply by applicant or patent
owner (§ 1.111) to a non-final action, the
application or patent under reexamina-
tion will be reconsidered and again ex-
amined. The applicant or patent owner
will be notified if claims are rejected,
or objections or requirements made, in
the same manner as after the first ex-
amination. Applicant or patent owner
may reply to such Office action in the
same manner provided in § 1.111, with
or without amendment, unless such Of-
fice action indicates that it is made
final (§ 1.113).

[62 FR 53192, Oct. 10, 1997]

§ 1.113 Final rejection or action.
(a) On the second or any subsequent

examination or consideration by the
examiner the rejection or other action
may be made final, whereupon appli-
cant’s or patent owner’s reply is lim-
ited to appeal in the case of rejection
of any claim (§ 1.191), or to amendment
as specified in § 1.116. Petition may be
taken to the Commissioner in the case
of objections or requirements not in-
volved in the rejection of any claim
(§ 1.181). Reply to a final rejection or
action must include cancellation of, or
appeal from the rejection of, each re-
jected claim. If any claim stands al-
lowed, the reply to a final rejection or
action must comply with any require-
ments or objections as to form.

(b) In making such final rejection,
the examiner shall repeat or state all
grounds of rejection then considered
applicable to the claims in the applica-
tion, clearly stating the reasons in sup-
port thereof.

[62 FR 53192, Oct. 10, 1997]

AMENDMENTS

AUTHORITY: Secs. 1.115 to 1.127 also issued
under 35 U.S.C. 132.

§ 1.115 [Reserved]

§ 1.116 Amendments after final action
or appeal.

(a) After a final rejection or other
final action (§ 1.113), amendments may
be made cancelling claims or com-
plying with any requirement of form

expressly set forth in a previous Office
action. Amendments presenting re-
jected claims in better form for consid-
eration on appeal may be admitted.
The admission of, or refusal to admit,
any amendment after final rejection,
and any related proceedings, will not
operate to relieve the application or
patent under reexamination from its
condition as subject to appeal or to
save the application from abandon-
ment under § 1.135.

(b) If amendments touching the mer-
its of the application or patent under
reexamination are presented after final
rejection, or after appeal has been
taken, or when such amendment might
not otherwise be proper, they may be
admitted upon a showing of good and
sufficient reasons why they are nec-
essary and were not earlier presented.

(c) No amendment can be made as a
matter of right in appealed cases. After
decision on appeal, amendments can
only be made as provided in § 1.198, or
to carry into effect a recommendation
under § 1.196.

[24 FR 10332, Dec. 22, 1959, as amended at 46
FR 29183, May 29, 1981; 62 FR 53192, Oct. 10,
1997]

§§ 1.117—1.119 [Reserved]

§ 1.121 Manner of making amend-
ments.

(a) Amendments in nonprovisional ap-
plications, other than reissue applica-
tions: Amendments in nonprovisional
applications, excluding reissue applica-
tions, are made by filing a paper, in
compliance with § 1.52, directing that
specified amendments be made.

(1) Specification other than the claims.
Except as provided in § 1.125, amend-
ments to add matter to, or delete mat-
ter from, the specification, other than
to the claims, may only be made as fol-
lows:

(i) Instructions for insertions: The
precise point in the specification must
be indicated where an insertion is to be
made, and the matter to be inserted
must be set forth.

(ii) Instructions for deletions: The
precise point in the specification must
be indicated where a deletion is to be
made, and the matter to be deleted
must be set forth or otherwise indi-
cated.
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