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of the Postal Service Purchasing Man-
ual.

[36 FR 11574, June 16, 1971, as amended at 41
FR 19309, May 12, 1976; 63 FR 66051, Dec. 1,
1998; 67 FR 62179, Oct. 4, 2002]

§957.3 Definitions.

(a) the term Vice President means a
Vice President with purchasing author-
ity in the Postal Service or the Vice
President’s representative for the pur-
pose of carrying out the provisions of
chapter 3, section 7 of the Postal Serv-
ice Purchasing Manual.

(b) The term General Counsel includes
the General Counsel’s authorized rep-
resentative.

(c) The term Judicial Officer includes
the Acting Judicial Officer.

(d) Debarment means, in general, an
exclusion from Government con-
tracting and subcontracting for a rea-
sonable, specified period of time com-
mensurate with the seriousness of the
offense or failure, or the inadequacy of
performance.

(e) Suspension means a disqualifica-
tion from Government contracting and
subcontracting for a temporary period
of time because a concern or individual
is suspected upon adequate evidence of
engaging in criminal, fraudulent, or se-
riously improper conduct.

(f) Respondent means any individual,
firm or other entity which has been
served a written notice of proposed de-
barment pursuant to chapter 3, section
7 of the Postal Service Purchasing
Manual.

(9) The Recorder means the Recorder
of the United States Postal Service,
2101 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 600, Ar-
lington, VA 22201-3078.

[36 FR 11574, June 16, 1971, as amended at 38
FR 17217, June 29, 1973; 41 FR 19309, May 12,
1976; 63 FR 66051, Dec. 1, 1998]

§957.4 Initiation of debarment pro-
ceedings.

(a) A Vice President shall initiate a
debarment proceeding by serving upon
the proposed Respondent a written no-
tice of proposed debarment in the man-
ner hereinafter (§957.8(d)) provided for
the service of all other papers.

(b) The notice shall state:

(1) That debarment is being consid-
ered;
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(2) The reasons for the proposed de-
barment;

(3) The period of debarment and the
proposed effective date thereof;

(4) That the debarment will not be-
come effective until after a hearing if
such hearing is requested within 20
days following the receipt of the no-
tice; and

(5) That the request for a hearing is
to be submitted in the manner pre-
scribed by the rules in this part, a copy
of which shall be enclosed with the no-
tice.

(c) If no hearing is requested within
20 days following the receipt of the no-
tice, the action of the Vice President
set forth in the notice shall become the
final agency determination without
further notice to the Respondent.

(d) The party against which a final
agency determination has been entered
pursuant to paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion shall, however, at any time have
the privilege of reopening a case for
the limited purpose of contesting the
issue of service. Such party’s conten-
tions on that issue shall be addressed
to the Judicial Officer in the same
manner as a request for a hearing (see
§957.5). The Judicial Officer may re-
quire such additional showings or proof
as the Judicial Officer may deem nec-
essary on the issue of service and shall
reopen any debarment proceeding pre-
viously closed pursuant to paragraph
(c) of this section if the Judicial Officer
shall find that service was incomplete
or otherwise failed to adequately ad-
vise of the pendency of the proposed de-
barment.

[36 FR 11574, June 16, 1971, as amended at 63
FR 66051, Dec. 1, 1998]

§957.5 The request for a hearing.

A respondent may, within 20 days fol-
lowing the receipt of a written notice
of proposed debarment, file a request
for a hearing before the Judicial Offi-
cer. The request shall be addressed to
the presiding officer through the Vice
President who initiated the debarment
proceeding and shall be accompanied
by a concise statement admitting, de-
nying or explaining each of the allega-
tions set forth in the notice of proposed
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